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HOSPITAL VISITS  Karen would be pleased to know of anyone in hospital or at 
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From the Vicarage........                   
 

Dear friends, 
 
I am writing this editorial on 17th 
March following the Prime 
Minister’s recent advice on self-
isolating for the over 70s, and the 
Church of England’s decision to 
refrain from all public worship for 
the time being. We have been 
asked to make enormous 
adaptations to our lives, and at 
the moment it feels a little like 
being in shock – things have 
changed for us all so suddenly and 
so drastically. By the time you 
read this, however, we will most 
probably have settled into these 
new routines and found new ways 
to pray and to support one 
another. Human beings are 
remarkably resilient and adaptive. 
 
This is a wonderful town, with 
exceptional social networks. 
Boroughbridge Town Council and 
Boroughbridge Community Care, 
as well as the Churches, will be 
doing all that they can to support 
those in need (you can read more 
about this in the coming pages). 
Of course, many of the supporters 
and volunteers fall into high risk 
groups, and will be asked to self-
isolate, so there will be a need for 
more volunteers to ensure 

continuity of care. Please don’t 
forget, too, those who are at the 
most vulnerable in our society – 
those who have no homes to self-
isolate in, and those who need to 
access our local Foodbanks. There 
will be tremendous pressure on 
those seeking to help the 
vulnerable, so please do be 
generous where you can. 
 
A lot is being asked of us, but we 
find out who we truly are in times 
of adversity. I am confident that 
this town and its villages have the 
ability to bring positivity, 
determination, courage and 
compassion into the most difficult 
of circumstances. 
 
Thank you for all you have done 
and all that you will do as we 
weather this together. If you are 
inside at the moment and 
frustrated because you feel 
unable to help, do remember that 
prayer may turn out to be the 
most important thing of all. 
 
Look out for one another, have 
courage, and press on. 
 
Every blessing, 
 
Karen 
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A Message from John 
 

 
Dear Friends, 
 
You may be surprised to read that I do 
plan Family Services beforehand!  About 
four weeks ago, when I started to think 
about last Sunday’s readings – Jesus 
meeting the Samaritan woman at the well 
– the coronavirus threat wasn’t anywhere 
as immediate as it is now.  I thought I 
would be clever by illustrating just how 
close the Samaritan woman came to 
Jesus by thinking about how 
close people get when speaking with 
each other – and at the same time 
alerting people to the fact that we might 
have to start physically distancing 
ourselves in order to slow the spread of 
coronavirus.  Well that plan didn’t work! – 
not only did the spread of the virus 
catch up and overtake the Church of 
England lectionary, the most recent 
government advice means I have to stay 
away from people as much as possible 
for seven days – albeit the bit of a runny 
nose and sore throat I have probably isn’t 
the real thing!. 
 
All the advice about spreading viruses 
shows just how easy it is to pass on 
something from one person to another – 
by direct contact, by being in proximity, or 
by leaving something behind.  It may be 
that over the next few months we have to 
share God’s love with each other by 

telephone or e-mail than by talking face-
to-face; by waving at a distance than 
through a handshake or a hug; or 
by leaving something – shopping, for 
example – at the doorstep, rather than 
going in for a chat.  Hard though it may 
seem, this may be the right way of 
obeying Jesus’s commandments to love 
God and love one another. 
 
While I am not in any way advocating 
enforced isolation as a virtue – other than 
in emergencies such as this, the church 
has for centuries promoted the idea of 
being alone with God as an opportunity 
for individuals to enjoy spiritual reflection 
and refreshment, and for deepening their 
relationship with him – solitude as 
opposed to loneliness.  If we are to stay 
at home rather than come to church each 
Sunday, might we not spend some of that 
time in reading our Bibles; 
in creative reflection (picture yourself as 
the Samaritan woman: just how close are 
you willing to sit to Jesus; what is he 
saying to you?); and in prayer?  And 
instead of coffee afterwards, what 
about making yourself a drink then 
picking up the phone?  Let’s find unusual 
ways of being church in unusual times. 
 
With love, 
 
John 
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CORONAVIRUS GOLDEN RULES 
 

At the time of writing, the 
coronavirus is all over the news, 
with a great deal of uncertainty 
about how things might develop 
over the next few weeks. This is 
written, then, with the 
acknowledgement that when you 
read this, we may be in a very 
different place. I would like to think, 
though, that these “Golden Rules”, 
written by the Bishop of St Albans, 
will remain a helpful way of 
thinking about the situation in how 
we relate to one another: 

Golden Rule One. Each one of us can 
think about how we can protect and 
support our neighbours. So much of 
the public rhetoric is sowing fear 
about the danger of other people. 
So, taking all the  official 
precautions,  offer help and 
reassurance to others – and don’t 
demonise anyone or any group. 

Golden Rule Two: Think about who 
may be suffering more than me. For 
those of us who are healthy there is 
much less to worry about but the 
elderly, the housebound and those 
with chronic health conditions may 
be very anxious. How about each 
church undertaking an audit of all 
the vulnerable people they know 
and sharing out the responsibility to 
phone them each day. There’s 
nothing like a friendly voice to offer 

solace when someone is worried. A 
smile can bring cheer, even on the 
phone. If you visit, follow all the 
official precautions or don’t go. 

Golden Rule Three. Don’t give into 
panic and start hoarding food. There 
is plenty to go around, so practise 
the Christian discipline of sharing. 
Ask your neighbours what they need 
and do you best to help them get it. 
If you are self-isolating you will of 
course need some supplies. 

Golden Rule Four. Live today to the 
full. None of us ever know what the 
future holds. In the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matthew 6. 25 – 34), Jesus 
challenged his followers to live each 
day fully and not be afraid. Every 
time we are tempted to give in to 
fear we need to make a 
conscious choice to respond in 
trust and openness. 

And, along with just over half the 
adults in the UK, don’t forget to 
pray. Here’s a suggestion from the 
Revd Louise Collins, a Team Vicar in 
Borehamwood, Herts: 

Dear God our Shield and our 
Defender, guide and protect my 
neighbour in this time of health 
emergency; deliver them from all 
harm and may your love and care 
ever grow in this place. Through 
Jesus Christ, Our Lord, Amen. 
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DUNSFORTH  NEWS 
 

Dunsforth Draw 
 

This month the Draw will take place later 
than usual, so the results will be 
announced next month. 
 

Forthcoming Events 
 

We are hoping to hold a talk on the 
architecture of St Mary's in the autumn. 
Here is an extract from Wikipedia to whet 
your appetites .... 
 

 

 

St Mary’s Church is a Grade II listed 
building in Lower Dunsforth. It was 
designed by Mallinson & Healey of 
Bradford, and it was consecrated by 
the Bishop of Ripon on Tuesday 24 
September 1861.  

The Yorkshire Gazette reported: 

"The pulpit is a handsome piece of 
workmanship. It is of Caen stone, and 
rests upon a base of alabaster with 
marble columns. It is hexagonal in shape, 
and upon the six faces are the figures of 
St. Matthew, St. Mark, St. Luke, St. John, 
St. Peter and St. Paul. The desk of the 
pulpit is supported by an angel with 
clasped hands and expanded wings. The 
font, which is placed at the south corner 
of the nave, is also of Caen stone, and 
has a very neat appearance. It rests 
upon an alabaster base, with serpentine 
marble columns, and is in perfect 
keeping with the pulpit. The reredos is 
elaborately carved, and comprises seven 
niches with marble columns. It is of Caen 
stone. All the carved stone work is by 
Mawer and Ingle, of Leeds ... The 
windows of the chancel are filled in with 
stained glass from the establishment of 
Mr Wailes ... The church has been 
erected after a design by Mallinson and 
Healey of Bradford, architects." 
(Yorkshire Gazette 28 September 1861) 

This building replaced an 
earlier Norman church, of which 
fragments were re-set in the new vestry 
in 1861. The school and master's house 
were built at the same time. At the 
consecration there were so many visitors 
that 200 had to wait outside during the 
service, although Mallinson gained 
admittance. As of 2017, the font, reredos 
and pulpit survive, although the pulpit has 
been lowered.  

 Media related to Church of St Mary Lower 

Dunsforth at Wikimedia Commons

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listed_buildings_in_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Listed_buildings_in_England
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Aldborough,_North_Yorkshire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Charles_Longley
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Norman_architecture
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Church_of_St_Mary_Lower_Dunsforth
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Category:Church_of_St_Mary_Lower_Dunsforth
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/File:Commons-logo.svg


News from Boroughbridge Town Council 
 

On Monday 16th March the council held 
an extraordinary meeting to discuss the 
best way to conduct council business 
during the current coronavirus pandemic; 
as well as offering support to those 
organisations and volunteers willing to 
help our community in this difficult time.  
 
We as a council are fortunate that most if 
not all the projects we are currently 
embarked on  are progressing well with 
no major decisions required at this 
moment in time. However there will be a 
significant impact on how we conduct 
business for the foreseeable future as we 
endeavour to keep everyone as safe as 
possible.  
 
Firstly the council office at 1 Hall Square 
will be closed to all callers including 
members of the public wishing to access 
the tourist information point. However if 
anyone requires assistance they can 
email or phone our Clerk for help, 
assistance or  information.  
 
Council business will be kept to a 
minimum with some non urgent business 
dealt with via conference calling. The 
civic service planned for April is now 
cancelled, but we are hoping to elect a 
new Mayor in April or May. However 
there will be no Mayors Installation 
ceremony. 
 
The Annual Assembly scheduled for April 
7th is also cancelled and replaced with a 
website based invitation to members of 

the public to submit by e-mail any 
questions or issues to the Town Clerk by  
Tuesday March 31st.  These will then be 
answered by the Town Council  via e 
mail to the correspondent in the first half 
of April. All questions and issues together 
with the 2020 Mayor’s Report will be 
posted on the Town Council  web site 
and posted on public notice boards. 
 
As I have stated the reason for all these 
unprecedented measures are to protect 
as many people as we can whilst 
continuing to function as a council.   
 
With regards to helping our wider 
community the Town Council agreed to 
support Boroughbridge Community Care 
in their efforts to coordinate volunteers in 
their endeavours to help and support 
those who seek help during these 
worrying times 
 
The Town Council and Boroughbridge 
Emergency Response Team have 
offered their assistance to Boroughbridge 
Community Care in whatever way this 
may be beneficial. As a community we 
shall support each other in these 
uncertain times 

Cllr Peter Phillips  
 
Council Office telephone number and e-
mail address  01423 322956  info@ 
boroughbridge.org.uk 
 
Boroughbridge Community Care phone 
number  01423 324504 
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News from 

Boroughbridge & District 
Community Care 

 
 
Boroughbridge and District Community 
Care has been at the heart of the 
community for over 10 years and will be 
even more so during the Coronavirus 
crisis. 
 
Sadly, we have had to cancel our coffee 
mornings, lunch club and fundraising 
events, but we are working hard to 
provide help where it is needed.  Over 
50% of our volunteers are in the “at risk” 
group, so we are urgently seeking new 
younger volunteers and so far the 
response has been great. We are asking 
anyone who would like to help, has a 
car and some free time, to register 
with us as soon as possible. 
 
To help the community we are bolstering 
our existing home shopping service.  A 
number of local shops, Havenhands, 
Appletons,The Boroughbridge Pharmacy, 
Fink,  Minskip Farm Shop and Rabbit Hill, 
have all agreed to start a home delivery 
service and we have arranged with them 
that our volunteers will do the deliveries. 
 
We are also negotiating with Harrogate 
Food Angels to set up a meals-on-wheels 
service to get pre-cooked, plated, meals 

to people and details of this will be 
published soon. 
 
Finally, we are enhancing our Befriending 
Service to introduce frequent telephone 
checkups to people at risk. 
 
Our biggest concern is that people in 
need will fall through the cracks and we 
ask that details of our services are widely 
publicized together with our contact 
details. 
 
If the government projections are correct, 
resources could well be swamped so we 
hope that in the first instance people 
will seek help from friends, 
neighbours,  family and local support 
groups in the outlying villages, and 
use existing on-line shopping facilities 
wherever possible. However, for those 
that need help, BCC will do its best. 
 
Our General Manager is Karen Parker 
and she can be contacted via email 
(boroughbridgecommunitycare@ 
gmail.com) or by phone 01423 324504.   
Office hours are Monday to Friday 9am 
to 1.00pm. 
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St James’ Boroughbridge – News 
 

March 100 club draw results 
1st prize  £25    Mr J Whitehouse (59) 
2nd prize £10   Mr N Lyon (50) 
3rd prize  £5     Mrs E Porter (43) 
For £12 per year you can join the monthly draw contact Neil Lister on 01423 579967. 
   
Due to the current public health situation we have had to suspend our regular church groups 
and a number of fundraisers in line with guidance from the Church of England and Public 
health England. 
 
As well as the support organisations working in our area (details can be found throughout 
this magazine) the church is also engaged in phone and email support for those who would 
be interested. Regular services are being developed by Rev Karen & John Moss. If you 
would like to join in we are able to email the services out as well as deliver to those who are 
unable to collect a copy from the church. 
 
Please email paul @farrellys.co.uk to either register a number for phone support or to 
request emailed service sheets (if you are currently on the St James’ electoral roll we have 
your details and will be in touch). 
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Church Services 
 

At the time of writing, all church services are suspended. Please check with Karen, 
John, or a churchwarden if unsure. For those who wish to pray at home, ‘Daily 
Prayer at Home & Church’ is available from St James’ Church, or from Karen 
(either in person or by email). 
 
We are hoping that some resources (orders of service, sermons, etc) will be 
available to download from our website www.boroughbridgechurches.uk 

 
Readings for this month 

 

Palm Sunday:  Matthew 21:1-11  
Psalm 118:19-24 & John 12:12-16 
 

Easter Day: Acts 10:34-42, John 20:1-18 
April 19th: Acts2:14a, 22-32, John 20: 19-end 
April 26th: Acts 2:14a, 36-41, Luke 24:13-35 
May 3rd: Acts 2:42-end, John 10:1-10 

 
 

From the Registers 
 
Sadly we have laid to rest: 

 

Julia Kirkwood (Memorial Service) 27th February at Aldborough 

 

Maria (Maruja) Spearman - 28th February at Boroughbridge 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

 

Our prayers continue for all our bereaved families 

 

Please note – all enquiries about Christenings and Weddings should go, in 

the first instance, to Revd Karen Gardiner at Boroughbridge Vicarage 

01423-326518 
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The Northern Aldborough Festival 
A musical haven on your doorstep! 

 
 
The Northern Aldborough Festival was 
born in 1994 and is centred on the 
picturesque village of Aldborough near 
Boroughbridge. It has fast established 
itself as one of the most prestigious 
classical music events in the country and 
was described by the Times as ‘well on 
its way to being one of the leading 
fixtures on the classical music calendar’. 
 

 
 
The festival was born upon a need to 
restore the historic organ in St Andrew’s 
Church, Aldborough which had fallen into 
bad repair. The initial festival was such a 
success that all involved agreed to 
continue with it and now, in its 27th year, 
it draws a wide audience of over 2,000 
music lovers during its ten-day duration. 
 
The core aim of the Festival is to bring 
exceptional music from world class 
performers to new audiences, in rural 
locations where it wouldn’t normally be 
heard. With musical talent sourced from 
all over the world, young and old, 

amateur and professional, the festival 
offers audiences a consistently high 
standard of music. 
 
So far, the Festival has engaged some of 
the greatest musical talent around. To 
hand-pick a list in this short article would 
do little justice to the countless numbers 
of world class singers, musicians and 
performers who have graced the Festival 
over the years.  
 
Whilst the lion share of the Festival’s 
performances feature musical talent, the 
line up each year also includes a 
speaker, both Gyles Brandreth and Lucy 
Worsley appeared in recent years and 
were hugely popular. In addition, the 
Festival values its proximity to the 
community and invites children to join its 
family friendly events, normally held on 
the first weekend of the Festival. 
Likewise, the spectacular Last Night 
Concert, an open-air extravaganza held 
in the grounds of Aldborough Manor, 
provides families with an opportunity to 
enjoy a picnic and some popular music. 
A magnificent firework display closes the 
Festival in spectacular style. 
 
More information about this year’s 
Northern Alborough Festival can be 
found at www.aldboroughfestival.co.uk 
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THEN AND NOW 
 

 
Has life really changed for the better? 
As children we enjoyed writing a letter 
No computers or ipads in sight 
School taught us how to spell it right 
 
We all sat at the table together 
And walked to school in all kinds of weather 
No fine dining, maybe a roast or a stew 
Then a jam rolypoly or a rice pudding too 
 
We didn’t go far, so the Sunday School trip 
Gave us a chance to enjoy a good dip 
How we screamed when the waves came near 
As we watched the sea gulls circling the pier 
 
There were ice creams & candyfloss ever so sweet 
But in those days it was a very rare treat 
Our clothes consisted  of make do and mend 
Usually hand me downs, nothing on trend 
 
Telephone kiosks stood on the road side 
Sometimes as children that’s where we’d hide 
Now we’re dependent on our mobile phone 
A call can be made wherever we roam 
 
Shopping was simple at the village store 
No supermarket chains with choices galore 
For cash to the bank we would call 
Nothing so easy as the hole in the wall 
 
But we know that we can’t live in the past 
As time moves on so very fast 
We must embrace the here and now 
So to 2020 take a bow 
 
Phyll March 2020 
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Want a better quality of life ... For free? Spare time on a Monday? 
Volunteer  with us - it could be the best thing you do in 2020! 

 

 
 
If you have spare time on Monday 
mornings (whether half an hour, an hour 
or a few hours and whether every 
Monday or once a month or whatever!) 
and like the sound of improved mental 
and physical well-being (trust us - there 
have been various studies evidencing 
multiple benefits that result from 
volunteering your time and being part of 
a group of volunteers) - join us!  
 
We meet to sort and pack disability 
equipment at a farm just off the A59 near 
Whixley between 9am and 12pm most 
Mondays and would love to welcome you 
to the team. We are looking for 
volunteers to join us at the farm on 
Monday mornings to help with this sorting 
and packing exercise. A mid-morning tea 
and coffee break is encouraged but no 
obligatory!  
 

We are Physionet Foundation CIO, a 
registered charitable incorporated 
organisation (charity no. 1175932) and 
we work to match those in need abroad 
with disability equipment which would 
otherwise be thrown away in Britain. We 
organise the collection of pre-owned 
physiotherapy and mobility equipment 
from health care sites throughout the UK 
for overseas distribution and use. We are 
a volunteer based charity and are proud 
of the important and meaningful work that 
we carry out. We were granted the 
Queen’s Award in 2017 in recognition of 
the work we have done. We believe in 
improving the lives of others who are less 
fortunate and in the power of positive 
community action.  
 
Contact: Lara Jones at lara_e_turner 
@hotmail.com  if you fancy being part of 
the team 
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Poetry Reading 2020 – held on 10th March 
 
This was the tenth Poetry Reading. Many 
of the people who came had been to 
them all! 
 
It was good to welcome new readers and 
those who came to listen to the readers, 
there was a variety of poems, some 
funny and some serious and some 
written by the poets who came along. We 
also heard some old favourites. 
 

We were delighted to see Karen and 
Julian. Bishop Clive and Karen were our 
MC’s and helped to make the evening 
fun. 
 

The supper was pie and peas and was 
paid for by Elaine and Brian and John 
Wilson. This meant that all the money 
could go into the Organ fund. We raised 
£420.50 to help take care of the precious 
William Hill organ in St James Church, 
Boroughbridge. 
 

I would like to thank every body who 
came and also those people who have 
given donations to the organ fund 
throughout the year. Very many thanks 
also to ‘The Ship Inn’ for all the things 
they did to make the evening such a 
success. 

Christine Wilson 
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World Day of Prayer 

 

A big thank you to all who supported 
the World Day of Prayer. People 
came from 6 different churches.  
 
£225.85 has been collected during 
the service and sent to the World 
Day of Prayer organisation,  to go 
towards the grants it distributes 
throughout the world. 
 

 
Sheila Aston 

 
__________________________________________________________________ 

 
Local Clubs & Associations 

 
At the time of writing, most, if not all local activities have been suspended due to 

Coronavirus. For more information, check with the club/event organisers 

 
Boroughbridge Historical Society:  Society activities are currently suspended until further 
notice. For more information, please see the website:  www.boroughbridgehistory.co.uk 
 
Aldborough, Boroughbridge & Dunsforth WI:  Tish Hall-Wilkinson 01423 325664 
 
Roecliffe WI:  Susan Fieldhouse  01423 322335 
 
Kirby Hill WI:  Anne Collins   01423 322458  
 
Scrabble Club: Norma Jenner  01423 322435  
 
Jigsaw Club:  Dorothy Griffin  01423 341982 or dorothy.griffin94 @yahoo.co.uk 
 
Mothers’ Union: Margaret Crawford  01423 325405  margaret.crawford47 @ tiscali.co.uk 
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Roecliffe News 
 
ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB –MARCH DRAW 
 
1st    Prize  £20  (112) Jim & Jill Bolland 
2nd    Prize  £10  (107) Pat Pratt 
3rd= Prize  £5   (11) Davelin Cumberland 
3rd= Prize  £5  (52) John & Susan Ind 
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Thursday, July 2nd A coffee morning in aid of 
the Churches Conservation Trust. This to be 
hosted by Lisa Daniell.  
  

 
NB. Please note that the Safari Supper scheduled for Saturday, April 4th, has had 
to be rescheduled for Saturday, September 5th. We are very sorry for the short 
notice of this change and for any inconvenience caused. 
 
 
CORONAVIRUS 
 
The Roecliffe & Westwick Parish Council is developing an Emergency Plan, 
intended to cover all types of emergency in our villages. This will obviously include 
the Coronavirus Epidemic. 
 
In particular if you have had to self isolate already, can you contact a Parish 
Councillor to let them know? It is important we continue to keep in touch with 
these people through phone calls/emails etc and that we ensure we do all we can 
to ensure people don’t get lonely/isolated and that they have everything that they 
need, in particular food and medicines. A list of the Parish Councillors can be 
found on the village website at  www.roecliffewestwickvillage.co.uk  
 

Jim Bolland  
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Aldborough News 
 

 
Despite the rain and flooding earlier 
in the year, it has been quite mild, 
the snowdrops are long gone, the 
daffodils have come into flower, 
seemingly over a single weekend at 
the beginning of March, and grass 
cutting is already well underway.  
However, all our expected 
preparations for spring have, of 
course, been thrown into disarray by 
the coronavirus outbreak.  All church 
services have been suspended until 
further notice but St Andrew's will 
remain open as usual during the day 
so as to be available for private 
prayer or reflection. Over the 
centuries, St Andrew's has seen 
many times of distress but also, 
subsequently, of celebration. The 
comments in the visitors' book often 
include a thank you for the church 
being open or a note about the 
atmosphere arising from the 
generations of people who have 
lived and worshipped here. We hope 
that the church, both the building 
and perhaps more importantly its 
people, will continue to serve the 
community at this very difficult time 
but our thanks, prayers and best 
wishes go thanks go to all those in 
the village who are supporting 
others in this emergency.  

The usual extensive decoration of 
the church for Easter will not be 
appropriate this year but it would be 
good to place some flowers in the 
church for any visitors that might 
drop by in the weeks from Easter 
Day and a modified rota for flowers 
will be available in the church.  
 
The afternoon tea planned for 
Saturday 18th April has been 
cancelled as has May Day, and it is 
too early to determine whether the 
usual St Andrew's barbecue in July 
will take place.  All FORA events have 
also been cancelled but the speakers 
so far have agreed to rebook for 
next year (which, on the bright side, 
will make organising the programme 
for 2021 rather easier). The EH 
Museum site has also been closed 
until further notice but we are 
hoping that, if the epidemic 
becomes more controlled, in the 
next few months, the expected 
extension of last year's excavation 
will still be able to go ahead. 
Members will receive updates by the 
regular FORA newsletter or on the 
website romanaldborough.co.uk 
 
 
Irene McCandlish 
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