
St Raphael’s Community 
 
Worship for Sunday, 14th February 2021: the Sunday next before Lent 
 
Collect 
Almighty Father, whose Son was revealed in majesty before he suffered death upon the cross: 
give us grace to perceive his glory, that we may be strengthened to suffer with him and be 
changed into his likeness, from glory to glory; who is alive and reigns with you, in the unity 
of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. 
 
Readings 
 
Old Testament: 2 Kings 2: 1-12 – Elijah ascends to Heaven 
Now when the Lord was about to take Elijah up to heaven by a whirlwind, Elijah and Elisha 
were on their way from Gilgal. Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me as 
far as Bethel.’ But Elisha said, ‘As the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave 
you.’ So they went down to Bethel. The company of prophets who were in Bethel came out 
to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you know that today the Lord will take your master away 
from you?’ And he said, ‘Yes, I know; keep silent.’ 
 
Elijah said to him, ‘Elisha, stay here; for the Lord has sent me to Jericho.’ But he said, ‘As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So they came to Jericho. The 
company of prophets who were at Jericho drew near to Elisha, and said to him, ‘Do you 
know that today the Lord will take your master away from you?’ And he answered, ‘Yes, I 
know; be silent.’ 
 
Then Elijah said to him, ‘Stay here; for the Lord has sent me to the Jordan.’ But he said, ‘As 
the Lord lives, and as you yourself live, I will not leave you.’ So the two of them went 
on. Fifty men of the company of prophets also went, and stood at some distance from them, 
as they both were standing by the Jordan. Then Elijah took his mantle and rolled it up, and 
struck the water; the water was parted to the one side and to the other, until the two of them 
crossed on dry ground. 
 
When they had crossed, Elijah said to Elisha, ‘Tell me what I may do for you, before I am 
taken from you.’ Elisha said, ‘Please let me inherit a double share of your 
spirit.’ He responded, ‘You have asked a hard thing; yet, if you see me as I am being taken 
from you, it will be granted you; if not, it will not.’ As they continued walking and talking, 
a chariot of fire and horses of fire separated the two of them, and Elijah ascended in a 
whirlwind into heaven. Elisha kept watching and crying out, ‘Father, father! The chariots of 
Israel and its horsemen!’ But when he could no longer see him, he grasped his own clothes 
and tore them in two pieces. 
 
This is the word of the Lord 
Thanks be to God 
 
New Testament/Gospel: Mark 9. 2-9 – The Transfiguration 
Six days later, Jesus took with him Peter and James and John, and led them up a high 
mountain apart, by themselves. And he was transfigured before them, and his clothes became 
dazzling white, such as no one on earth could bleach them. And there appeared to them Elijah 
with Moses, who were talking with Jesus. Then Peter said to Jesus, ‘Rabbi, it is good for us 



to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah.’ He 
did not know what to say, for they were terrified. Then a cloud overshadowed them, and from 
the cloud there came a voice, ‘This is my Son, the Beloved; listen to him!’ Suddenly when 
they looked around, they saw no one with them any more, but only Jesus. 
 
As they were coming down the mountain, he ordered them to tell no one about what they had 
seen, until after the Son of Man had risen from the dead.  
 
This is the word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
 
Sermon: Revd. Marjorie Warner – “Passing On” 
Upon retirement my parents made the move to be nearer my sister and I.  In time, my father, 
in particular, would walk the three or so miles around to our house, wanting to spend as much 
time as he could with his small grandsons.  One afternoon, after we had probably all been to 
the park nearby, Dad felt it was time to be making the walk back home to Mum. 
 
I lifted up our younger son – days from his first birthday – to do the usual wave from the 
front window, as Dad turned the corner onto the main road, a few yards away.  Sure enough, 
Dad turned – but he gave me a curious, almost questioning, lingering look.  I could only think 
that it was because our elder son had gone to play with his toys, and wasn’t waving with me.  
Very sadly, my father died suddenly but a few days later.  That had been the last time we had 
seen him alive.  There are always things left unsaid with bereavements – the company and 
conversations we miss so much.  It soon transpired that Dad had known more about his state 
of health, but must have felt he could not share.  I came to understand some of the “why” of 
that in time – as well as being more able to truly appreciate his wonderful, loving life. 
 
Turning to our Old Testament reading from the second book of Kings, it seems clear that 
Elijah knows his own death is approaching.  Elisha, his servant, and now successor-elect, 
knows too – and is really struggling to let Elijah go.  Elijah has an awesome reputation.  
Elisha literally takes up his mantle, and strengthened by the wonderful vision of heavenly 
power as Elijah disappears, is eventually able to carry on the work of his own calling.  Of 
course, there are difficulties ahead!  Soon, it appears, Elisha is being mocked: “Go away 
“baldhead”- by a group of small boys! 
 
How he dealt with this, I can’t recommend as a solution, or believe that the outcome was in 
any way godly!  (OK- if you don’t know, read on to verse 24, and hear about the bears!!!) 
 
Turning towards the New Testament reading, Jesus’ disciples – just three on that special 
occasion – are terrified and mystified.  They cannot yet understand what Jesus is trying to say 
about his own death and rising.  The effect of this “Transfiguration” upon Jesus himself, is 
visible to the crowd below.  Mark attests a few verses later, to the crowd being overcome 
with awe at seeing Jesus. 
 
 Is Jesus’ face glowing with God’s presence as did Moses’, when years before Moses had 
come down the mountain with the Ten Commandments?  Perhaps his own Transfiguration 
day gives Jesus courage when on the cross – and when they face dangers, build up his own 
disciples too. 
 



What curious stories, set side by side to ponder!  Yet, God is still calling, inspiring and 
empowering his next generations of co-workers.  It’s essential succession planning!  Whereas 
Elisha calls out “Father, father” with a sense of great loss, Jesus and his disciples hear the 
great affirming love: “My Son”.  Our trust in God, however strong or feeble becomes a long 
echo of theirs, ultimately greeted by God’s response to us – as to sons, as to daughters.  It is 
through Jesus we find the deep, rich life of this mantle of faith.  Our human griefs of loss 
must be, but we are also set to share God’s renewing, recreating love in others.  Who does not 
know the mutual love of a friend, family member, neighbour or church?  Perhaps we are 
called to pick up the mantle of befriending?  Perhaps we are called to voice our fears – of life 
or death, of loneliness – and try on the mantle of honesty?   
 
It could be easy to dwell on the letting-goes of life.  These months past of 2020 alone have 
certainly shown so many their tragic lows.  Yet the bible and Church attest time and time 
again that even in the midst of life’s troubles and challenges, God’s love is from eternity to 
eternity, indestructible, unchanging.  He is always ready to forgive, to bless, build up and 
recreate.  Though we may cry out for our lot, love still encourages us to hear, listen, watch 
and see.  As faith communities, we’re called to live and love this life as fully forwards as we 
can, until the mantle passes on again. 
 
Intercessions 
In the power of the Spirit and in union with Christ, let us pray to the Father. 
 
Lord of glory, it is good that we are here.  In peace we make our prayer to you.  In trust we 
confirm our faith in you…  Help us to set our faces steadfastly to where you would have us 
go. 
Lord, look with favour. 
Lord, transfigure and heal.   
 
Lord of glory, look with favour on your Church, proclaiming your beloved Son to the world 
and listening to the promptings of his Spirit …  May she be renewed in holiness that she may 
reflect your glory.  We pray especially for our vicar, Karen, for her family, and all who seek 
to maintain the life of our churches while the buildings remain closed. 
Lord, look with favour. 
Lord, transfigure and heal.   
 
Lord of glory, look with favour on the nations of the world, scarred by hatred, strife and by 
the effects of the pandemic…  May all be healed by the touch of your hand.  We pray too for 
all key workers - especially those in the health are care professions, and all involved in 
providing vaccinations. 
Lord, look with favour. 
Lord, transfigure and heal.   
 
Lord of glory, look with favour on those in need and distress, suffering as your Son has 
suffered and waiting for the salvation you promise…  We pray for those who have asked for 
our prayers at this time: Pat, Joyce, Rosemary, Anne Hudson, Val Bailey, Lucy, Andy, 
and Phil.  May the day break and Christ the Morning Star bring them the light of 
his presence. 
Lord, look with favour. 
Lord, transfigure and heal.   
 



Lord of glory, it is good if we suffer with you so that we shall be glorified with 
you.  According to your promise bring all Christ’s brothers and sisters…  to see him with 
their own eyes in majesty and to be changed into his likeness from glory to glory.  To him be 
praise, dominion and worship now and for all eternity.  Amen. 
 
And as Jesus taught us, so we pray: Our Father, who art in Heaven... 
 
Blessing for the month of February 
Bless the ancient bark and the early-blossomed branches.  Bless the purple-sheathed crocus 
beneath.  Bless the birds that sing to us in this winter-most season.  Bless the creatures that 
the eyes cannot see.  Bless the people and tribe of every nation.  Bless the sun, moon and 
planets beyond our circle.  Bless the seas, skies and land of our home planet, as we set foot 
on the shared earth this day, and take our rest under the same sky this night, for you have the 
whole universe in your hand: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.  Amen. 
 
Texts:  
© The Archbishops' Council of the Church of England: Common Worship: Services and Prayers for the Church 
of England. 
Blessing adapted from The Celtic Wheel of the Year by Tess Ward 
 


