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From the Vicarage……    The Winter Christ   

Dear friends, 
 

There is so much of interest in this December/ 
January magazine that I am going to keep this 
editorial short and encourage you to read the 
rest of the magazine in detail! Do remember, 
especially, to read and digest the news from 
those Churches which you don’t usually 
attend. We are working to become more and 
more a United Parish, worshipping together 
and learning from one another, and you may 
well find something in one of the other 
Churches’ news that you feel inspired to join 
in with, learn from, support or are intrigued by. 
We worship a God who is relational at his 
core, and it is often in our connections with 
one another that we rediscover him. 
 

We are approaching what is, for me, the most 
exciting season of the Church year. It’s not 
about the presents, or even about the carols 
or the decorations (though I do enjoy them). It 
is that in the middle of the darkest winter, we 
affirm again that God chose to be vulnerable 

enough to become one of us, and Christ 
dwells amongst us still, irrespective of whether 
or not we find the festive season a joy or a 
burden. This is our good news and why we do 
all that we do in this most busy time of year. 
 

When Christmas is over, and the decorations 
have come down, God is with us still, and 
January is a great time to be launching our 
new Forest Church at Dunsforth, keeping alive 
the hope that even in the depth of winter, we 
know that life persists and light will return. The 
mystery of creation echoes the mystery of 
God, and perhaps there is space for you to 
make a resolution to engage with God through 
the natural world, and reconnect with your 
surroundings in the coming year? 
 

In the meantime, I wish you all the blessings 
that Christmas can bring – faith, hope, and 
God’s ever present light in the darkness. 
 
 

Every blessing, 
Karen



St James’ Boroughbridge 
 

October 100 club draw results 
 

1st prize  £25  Mrs S Aston (32)  
2nd prize £10  Mr G Warriner (6) 
3rd prize  £5    Mr N Lyon (50)  
 

Entering our monthly 100 club draw costs just 
£12 per year, for more details or to sign up 
contact Neil Lister on 01423 579967. 
 

Somewhere to Belong 
 

All our Churches are engaging with our 
vision, ‘Somewhere to Belong’ (see p24) in 
different ways. At St James’, the Church is 
now open during daylight hours all week and 
on Thursday we are registered as a "Warm 
Space". A generous heating grant from 
Leeds Diocese has enabled us to heat the 
Church all Thursday and make it a 
comfortable space for our community. 
Update: Our Thursday warm space is now 
additionally available until 9pm at night. 
From 6.30pm until 9pm there will be rolling 
free refreshments and board games/ books/ 
papers available (see p26). 
 

 
 

Several new initiatives are also helping us to 
engage with, and support, our community at 
this difficult time, including through mental 
health support and child development. We 
are delighted to be co-operating with 
Harrogate Mind in supporting our 
community.  
 

On Thursday during term time we have a 
music group for pre-school children and 

carers (se p25), and on the first Thursday of 
the month, we have a "Make Time for 
Mindfulness" group from 2pm-3pm which 
offers a quiet and reflective space away from 
the tyranny of phones and diaries.  
 

On Fridays, Orb Community group, through 
Mind, have been running a Ukulele group 
which has proved very popular.  
 

We continue to have food and other 
essential products in the porch available to 
those in need. 
 

Thank you for Blankets 
 

Thank you to everyone who has donated 
blankets and duvets for Physionet's 
collection going to Ukraine. The parish has 
been extremely generous. 
 
 

Messy or Muddy? 
 

 
 

Messy Church runs 
every third Sunday at 
4pm at St James and is 
for families from 

throughout out United Parish. In October we 
had an exciting Harvest theme and more 
families than ever before attended, with the 
Church packed and the Vicar having to run 
home for more food! In November (after I 
have written this) we will have celebrated a 
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Light Party with a warm meal for everyone, 
and in December we will be holding a Messy 
Christingle, where we will make our own 
Christingles and decorate gingerbread!  
 

In the New Year, Messy Church will be 
joined by Forest Church, which will be held 
monthly at 4pm at the back of the churchyard 
at St Mary's Dunsforth on the 2nd Sunday of 
the month. St Mary's has a lovely space for 
us to explore creation and to get to know the 
God of creation better as we meet with Him 
outside, whatever the weather! Like Messy 
Church, Forest Church is for everyone but 
might particularly appeal to families and/ or 
people who are interested in connecting 
spiritually with God outside the usual 
traditions of our worship.   
 

Our first Forest Church will be held on the 8th 
January. Bring lots of warm clothes, wellies 
and torches and be prepared to appreciate 
the wonders of creation together. There will 
be something to look at, something to listen 
to, something to do, something to sing and 
say, and lots to engage with and explore. We 
really hope to see you there!  
 

 

Charging Policy 
 

As part of our Somewhere to Belong vision, 
our United Parish is committed to doing 
everything we can to ensure that we are 
financially accessible to our whole 
community. This means that any charges for 
entrance to events, or for refreshments or 
groups are now run on a suggested donation 
/ donations welcome basis which means no-
one is under any obligation to pay. We really 
want everyone to feel they can access us 
and it's important that you know you are 
welcome to come just as you are.  

 

 
 

From the Registers  
 

Sadly, we have laid to rest: 
 

Audrey Leeming 
31st October at St Mary’s, Roecliffe 

May she rest in peace and rise in glory
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Local Clubs & Societies 
 

Jigsaw Club 
 

Jigsaw Club meets in the Jubilee Room 
above Boroughbridge Library on the first and 
third Mondays each month from 2-4pm. 
Admission is £1 per session which includes 
a cuppa. Jigsaws can also be borrowed 
during library opening hours - cost 50p per 
jigsaw. Contact - Dorothy Griffin - 01423 
341982 or email  
dorothy.griffin94 @yahoo.co.uk 

 
B’bridge & District Historical Society 

 

Tuesday 13 Dec. Frank Johnston-Banks 
presents ‘A Short History of Easingwold 
Railway’  
Tuesday 10 Jan. Mike Bevington from the 
National Trust: ‘A Walk around the Aislabie’s 
18th century Water Gardens at Studley 
Royal’. All meetings at 7.30pm in The 
Jubilee Room above Boroughbridge Library, 
and followed by tea and biscuits. Visitors £3, 
members free. 01423 324276 
boroughbridgehistory.co.uk  

 
Aldborough, B’bridge & Dunsforth WI 

 

Wednesday 11 Jan, 7.30pm, Aldborough 
Village Hall. The Adventures of an Amateur 
Contralto, with Susie Stevens. Contact: 
Perianne Goulding 01423 322229. 

 
Yorkshire Countrywomen’s Association 

 

Thursday 12 Jan, 7.30pm in The Jubilee 
Room. AGM, followed by a Beetle Drive. 
01423 325503.  

 

Kirby Hill WI 
 

Tuesday 6 Dec, 7.30pm, ‘Paper Craft for 
Christmas’ with Felicity Jennings.  
01423 322991 or 322458. 

 
Roecliffe WI 

 
Monday 12 Dec, 7.30pm at Roecliffe School. 
Christmas Party Time. Monday 9th January 
7.30pm at Roecliffe School, Tropic Skincare 
with Juliet Brake. Contact details - Helen 
Davison  01423 325677. 
 

 

 

MINSKIP VILLAGE HALL 
is available for hire 

 

Cost £6/hour for Minskip residents 
£12/hour for others 
(or £45/£90 per day) 

 

Call John 07538 178659 
or email minskipvh @yahoo.co.uk 

to check availability 
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Church Services 
 
 

Sunday 4 Dec  10am Whole Parish Family Communion at St Mary’s, Roecliffe 
Advent 2/St Nicholas 3.30pm Community Carol Singalong at St James’, Boroughbridge 
 
Friday 9 Dec  6.30pm Carol Service at St James’, Boroughbridge 
 

Sunday 11 Dec  8.30am Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, Aldborough 
Advent 3 10am Holy Communion at St James’, Boroughbridge 

4pm Carol Service at St Mary’s, Dunsforth (NB Correction from last issue) 

 
Friday 16 Dec  6.30pm Carol Service at St John’s, Minskip 

7pm Carol Service at St Mary’s, Roecliffe 
 

Sunday 18 Dec  10am Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, Aldborough 
Advent 4  4pm Messy Christingle at St James’, Boroughbridge 
 

Saturday 24 Dec 4pm Crib Service at St James’, Boroughbridge 
Christmas Eve 6pm Service of 9 Lessons & Carols at St Andrew’s, Aldborough 
  11.30pm Midnight Mass at St James’, Boroughbridge 
 
Sunday 25 Dec  10am All Age Holy Communion at St Mary’s Dunsforth 
Christmas Day 10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Roecliffe 
  10am All Age Holy Communion at St John’s, Minskip 
 
Sunday 1 Jan  10am Whole Parish Family Communion at St Mary’s, Dunsforth  

1st Sunday of Christmas 
 

Sunday 8 Jan  8.30am Traditional Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, Aldborough 
1st of Epiphany 10am Sunday Worship at St Mary’s, Dunsforth  
Baptism of Christ 10am Songs of Praise at St James’, Boroughbridge 
  10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Roecliffe 

4pm Forest Church at St Mary’s, Dunsforth 
 
Sunday 15 Jan  10am Plough Sunday Service at St Andrew’s, Aldborough 
2nd of Epiphany 10am Holy Communion at St James’, Boroughbridge 

4pm Messy Church at St James’, Boroughbridge 
 

Sunday 22 Jan  10.30am Joint Ecumenical Covenant Service at  
3rd of Epiphany     Boroughbridge Methodist Church 



13 

 
Sunday 29 Jan  8.30am Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, Aldborough 
Candlemas  10am Family Service at St John’s, Minskip 

6pm Evensong at St James’, Boroughbridge 
 
Sunday 5 Feb  10am Whole Parish Family Communion at St James’, B’bridge 
3rd before Lent (jointly with Boroughbridge Methodists) 
 

Regular Weekday Services 
(No weekday services between Dec 26 and Dec 30) 

 

Zoom Morning Prayer:   Mondays at 9.30am. Contact Karen for the link. 
 

Wednesday Communion: 10.30am weekly, alternates between St James’ 
     Boroughbridge and All Saints, Kirby Hill.  

Please see the website for weekly venues. 
 

Friday Morning Prayer:  Held weekly at St Mary’s Dunsforth at 9am.  
 

Service venues and times may be subject to change. 
Please see the website for up-to-date information about all services - boroughbridgechurches.uk 
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Another Day of Fun 
 

The following day I decided to bake 
I had promised my niece some meringues I’d make 
The egg whites should to be thick and glossy 
But sadly they appeared to be thin and frothy 
 

I added the sugar and whisked like mad 
I didn’t think they looked too bad 
It ran through the piping bag onto the floor 
Down my apron, shoes and more 
 

Now standing in a heap of goo 
I didn’t really know what to do 
With shoes removed I reviewed the mess 
And noticed Marmaduke was covered, more or less 
 

How do I clean a meringue covered cat 
Sitting meowing on the mat 
Then he licked and liked the taste 
So the mixture didn’t go to waste 
 

It meant I had to wash the floor 
And the sticky clothes I wore 
I felt quite proud of my cute cat 
Until he decided to be sick on the mat 
 

With yesterdays cracked eggs I tried again 
Although it really was a pain 
Dismissing the problems of yesterday 
The meringues were fine I have to say 
 

All’s well that ends well - in a way 
It was just another fun filled day 
I’m glad the baking turned out fine 
And I ended the day with a glass of wine 
 

Phyll - for the Dec 2022/Jan 2023 Parish Link 
Wishing you all a very Happy Christmas and 

very best wishes for the New Year 

 

 
 

 

 
Subscriptions of £10 for The Parish Link will be due in the New Year. To find out how to 

pay, please speak to your distributor, or contact the editors. Thank you for your support! 
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Dunsforth News 
 

The Dunsforth Draw 
 

Congratulations to the Nov 2022 Winners! 
 

1st Prize £50   The Hartley Family 
2nd Prize £20  Steve & Alison Taylor 
3rd Prize £10   Ian & Mandy Townsend 
 

Remembrance 
 

As we go to press for the December issue, 
we are busily preparing for our 
Remembrance Service. We look forward to 
welcoming to the act of remembrance a 
group of the armed forces from Dishforth 
and up to 40 cyclists from the Cappuccino 
Cycling Club in Harrogate!  
 
 

  
 

We shall miss the part played by Brigadier 
John Painter from Upper Dunsforth, who 
died a few weeks ago and who regularly 
used to lead our prayers before the two 
minutes’ silence.  A tribute will be paid to 
him by Peter Thompson at the start of our 
service. 
 

We thank Jane Beckett and Shan Robinson 
for the flowers, and Martin and Helen Keen 

for preparing the church and war memorial 
for the service. 

 

Future Uses Questionnaire 
 

This is a big thank you to everyone who took 
time to complete and return to me the 
questionnaire regarding the future use of St. 
Mary’s Church.   
 

Just over 70 individuals gave me their views 
and there were quite a number of useful 
suggestions. The Church Committee will 
consider them all and work to implement as 
many as possible. 
 

A summary will be available shortly after the 
15th November.  Please let me know if you 
would like a copy. 
 

 
 

The photograph shows how the new 
facilities might be designed. 
 

Michael Wildblood 
mwildblood @mail.com 

07836 376965 
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  Roecliffe News 
 

ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB RESULTS 
NOVEMBER DRAW 

 

1st  Prize £20 (109) Pat Pratt 
2nd  Prize £10 (22) Danny & Pippa Tennant 
3rd=Prize £5 (84) John Newberry 
3rd=Prize £5 (89) Judith Newberry 
3rd=Prize £5 (87) Richard/Rosie Greenbank 
 

The November Draw will take place at 
Vicarage Farm, on Thursday 6th December 
between 6.30 and 7pm. This draw will 
include the Christmas Bonus Draw! 
 

Village News 
 

We have now completed the Churches 
Conservation Trust documentation for the 
repair to our East window in St Mary’s. 
Hopefully at their meeting on Monday, 14th 
November it will be moved on to stage two of 
their process. At that stage we will have a 
better idea as to what is involved for our 
Church Council. 
 

It is nice to see the church used more by 
Roecliffe CofE Primary school. Our vicar 
takes groups into the church to teach them 
about baptisms, communion etc, and the 
whole school held a Remembrance service 
there on November 11th.  
 

With The Crown in Roecliffe still closed and 
no inkling as to whether it will ever open 
again, we do have a dilemma as to where to 
hold events. The school is the obvious choice 
but not ideal, as we can have no access to 
kitchen facilities. Whether this will change 
now that the school is an Academy we will 
have to wait and see. What we can say is that 
in the spring we hope to hold a Safari Supper 
in the village. 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Sunday December 4th, 10am, St. Mary’s 
Roecliffe; United Parish service for St. 
Nicholas Day including the draw for the 
winners of the three hampers in aid of BCC. 
 

Monday December 5th at 7pm; Roecliffe 
Church Council meeting at Vicarage Farm. 
 

Friday December 16th at 7pm, Carol 
Service. 
 

Tuesday December 20th at 6.30pm; Carol 
singing around the village. Meet at the 
village notice board. 
 

Sunday January 8th at 10am, St. Mary’s 
Roecliffe; Parish Communion. 
 
 



Aldborough News 
 

Autumn is now well established although it is 
still remarkably mild with the leaves only just 
starting to fall.  There are still lots of berries 
about and we're hoping that these will last 
through into December to help with the 
Christmas decorations.   The lovely flower 
displays for harvest lasted very well and, of 
course, have now been followed by our 
wonderful poppy displays for remembrance. 
Carol and all her friends have continued to 
expand the displays along the railings leading 
to the South door of St Andrew's and have 
already some ideas for next year; and if you 
have been in St James’, you will have seen 
that the ladies’ efforts have allowed additional 
displays there also. Amongst the hundreds of 
red poppies, scattered purple examples 
acknowledge the animals who have died in 
human conflicts, especially the 8 million 
horses, donkeys and mules that died in the 
first World War. This year the displays have 
also sprouted a few blue and yellow poppies 
in recognition of the terrible ongoing conflict 
in the Ukraine.    
 

 
 

While I was adding some poppy and laurel 
arrangements inside the church, some 
visitors arrived and noted that they had come 
specifically to see the poppies which they 
greatly appreciated.  The poppies were also 

admired by our latest group of visiting 
bellringers from Brampton. However, my 
favourite moment this week was being able 
to tell the small group of walkers that I passed 
that the red streak they had spotted across 
the fields was the poppy “waterfall” hanging 
from the bell tower!   Many of you will also 
have noticed that a fresh set of remembrance 
crosses and a wreath has been laid at the 
Lancaster bomber memorial on the village 
green.  Many thanks to Aidan Foster for 
organising this.  
 

As most of you will know, our historic church 
clock has been out of action for some time.  
Covid, of course, didn't help but the main 
problem is that the clock having been built in 
1783, there are absolutely NO readily 
available, or even readily adaptable, spare 
parts.  Luckily, we do have Bob Walker.  Bob 
has spent many hours not only working out 
exactly what was wrong but precision 
engineering the various parts required to 
make the clock work again.  Now, it looks as 
though success may be in sight.  The clock 
mechanism appears to be operating 
successfully and many of you will have heard 
the familiar sound of the clock striking the 
hours again.  So, let's all hope that all goes 
well, and we will be able to hear our clock 
echoing across the village regularly once 
again.  Very many thanks to Bob for all his 
ingenuity and hard work (and to Beth for all 
the support she's provided).  I don't even like 
to think how we would have managed without 
Bob's expertise and persistence.  
 

Of course, we are now moving into advent 
and Christmastide which we hope will be a 
healthy and peaceful one. We are all grateful 
that the Covid numbers are once again 
decreasing and hope that this will continue 
into the holiday season and, undoubtedly, the 
Covid and flu vaccination programmes 
should have assisted in this. Advent gives us 
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the opportunity to clean and tidy up the 
church ready for Christmas (thank you 
everyone who contributes to this – just read 
the visitors' book to see how often the well 
cared for appearance of the church is 
noticed); but also lets us reflect on both the 
past and the future and the Church Council 
will certainly be reflecting on the future of St 
Andrew's in the coming months.  
 

As always, we look forward to the traditional 
candlelit Carol Service on Christmas Eve, 
and the bell ringers hope to ring the old year 
out and the new year in around midnight on 
the 31st. We also hope to celebrate the start 
of the farming year with a Plough Sunday 
Service in January.  
 

FORA will, as usual, be in abeyance over the 
holiday season but a full programme of 
events will start again from February.  At the 
EH Roman Site, the expanded opening from 
Friday to Sunday is being continued and from 
next year the site will stay open from April to 
the end of October instead of closing at the 
end of September; both reflections of the 
increasing interest in the site.  
 

Finally, we remember with gratitude the 
service of the Reverend Roger Noyes, vicar 
of our United Parish from 1974-1990, who 
died peacefully aged 83 on 1st October. We 
will hold him, his wife Pippa and his family in 
our prayers. 

Irene McCandlish 
 

The Revd Roger Noyes 
 

Many years ago, the village of Roecliffe was 
in a very dark place when it faced not only the 
closure but the demolition of its little church. 
Structural faults meant that it may have been 
unsafe, and insurance was withdrawn. 

Throughout the village a mixture of emotions 
(including anger from a sense of 
helplessness) and ‘creative’ ideas was rife. 
Roger was with us through all this difficult 
time, a well of sympathetic understanding 
encased within a strong and practical 
character. We could not have then known 
that there would be a happy outcome, but 
indeed there was (see the history of Roecliffe  
church).   
 

I cannot write a biography, only some of my 
memories of those years with Roger at the 
helm. Once again, I ask that others will share 
their memories.  Roger was a countryman, 
with amongst other things a keen interest in 
and knowledge of poultry.  For several years 
the vicarage garden clucked and quacked, 
and I believe that Roger was also a judge at 
one or two agricultural shows. On at least two 
occasions a congregation at a morning 
service would be aware of a large round hat 
box sitting quietly at the foot of the chancel 
steps, from which in due course a large and 
very handsome cockerel would be withdrawn 
to illustrate some part of the sermon. A 
passage from Kenneth Graham’s Wind in the 
Willows would serve the same purpose on 
other occasions.   
 

Roger was also a competent water colour 
artist, and my younger daughter is lucky 
enough to have one of his paintings hanging 
in her cottage in the Cotswolds.   
 

During Roger’s time here, Jim Foster,  Head 
of the sixth form, and later Head of School at 
St.Aidan’s, was assigned to this parish in 
training for the priesthood. Here for several 
years, he learned much of value from Roger 
and was also an enormous asset for us. For 
instance, Roger wanted to bring together a 
small group to be trained by Jim in the history 
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of the Eucharist and prepared for licensing by 
the Bishop to administer the chalice in church 
and take out home communion to those who 
requested it. I was one of this group and we 
had a wonderful time meeting together 
regularly over a span of six months, so much 
appreciated by us all. It was forward thinking 
by Roger, at or near the beginning of 
women’s ministry when it was not universally 
accepted, even in this parish.   
 

Some 25 years had passed since 
Boroughbridge and Roecliffe parishes were 
joined by Aldborough, Dunsforth and 
Minskip, becoming a United Benefice. Part of 
Roger’s legacy was to persuade us to apply  
to be a United Parish. The request went 
before the Queen in Council (I think that was 
what it was called) and was granted.   
 

From time spent with Mrs.Rollinson came the 
Rolllinson Trust, at her request to be used for 
the furtherance of the ministry at Aldborough 
and Boroughbridge, the Trustees being the 
churchwardens of these two churches.   
 

A third legacy to the parish began when he 
produced a monthly newsletter, copies in 
each church, from which grew the Parish 
Link, sharing news between parishioners and 
providing useful revenue to contribute to the 
vicar’s expenses.   
 

I don’t feel knowledgeable enough to record 
the history of Minskip church, once a chapel 
of ease, (so perhaps someone from Minskip 
can fill this gap). I do know that Roger made 
a huge difference to this United Parish. We 
owe him much and the sad news of his death 
is a time to mark and remember with gratitude 
his legacy.    

Elaine Smiles 
 

Minskip News 
 

 
 

On Friday 11 November, a special service 
was held to remember those who died in the 
World Wars, especially Walter Blades, 
Joseph Crooks and Edwin Mawtus, the 
three names inscribed on the altar rail at St 
John’s Church. Jill Boyes writes: 
 

“Since 2018 I have visited the church each 
November (even during lockdown) to pay my 
respects to the three men of Minskip who 
paid the ultimate sacrifice in the Great War. 
 

“Edwin, known as Eddie was my mother’s 
cousin. My granddad was Eddie’s dad. My 
ancestors lived in Minskip since time 
immemorial, and not just the Mawtus family. 
Eddie’s parents were Ned and Tatsy Mawtus 
living in Rose Cottage opposite the pub. Ned 
was a butcher and slaughterman. The 
abattoir was a half-brick half-stone affair in 
his garden. It’s there to this day, now used as 
a garage. Rose Cottage was demolished 
around sixty years ago and has been 
replaced by a modern house. 
 

“In 2018 I contacted Robert, asking if I would 
be allowed to plant a tree in the church garth 
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in memory of Joseph, Walter and Eddie on 
the hundredth anniversary of the end of 
WW1. Permission having been granted by 
the Church Council we pressed ahead with 
our project. In an attempt to track down the 
relatives of Walter and Joseph, Robert made 
a plea through the Yorkshire Post. Sadly 
there was no response from this quarter but 
the article was spotted by Gill Johnson whose 
grandma was Tatsy’s sister. Robert brought 
Gill and I together and we shared in the 
purchase of a cherry tree. 
 

“The church on 4th November 2018 was 
packed to the rafters. (Eddie died on 4th 
November 1918 in eastern France). Nel, 
Gill’s mum (then ninety-six and sadly no 
longer with us) was Eddie’s last remaining 
cousin and was born after his death. 
Standing at the front of the church she 
recalled her memories of aunt Tatsy and 
uncle Ned and spoke of the shrine to their lost 
son, their only child. Amongst the visitors that 
day were ten of Eddie’s blood relatives, some 
local, some from afar, including Tunbridge 
Wells. 
 

“My thanks go to Robert, Karen and Gill, for 
their input in keeping this special 
remembrance alive. And to the people of 
Minskip who always make us feel so 
welcome both emotionally and in practical 
terms”. 
 

From our Parish Magazine, May 1919 
 

The Late Private E. Mawtus, K.O.Y.L.I. 
 

News, both official and unofficial, has been 
lately received by Mr & Mrs Mawtus, of 
Minskip, which removes any lingering doubts 
of the fate of their son, who has been 
reported missing since Nov. 4th. A friend 
reports that his identification disc has been 

discovered, and that his body lies buried in 
the Mormal Forest, about four miles from 
Landrecies, and that a small cross marks his 
last resting place. Great sympathy has been 
felt for his parents during their long drawn-out 
suspense, waiting – always waiting – for 
news, with that hope deferred which maketh 
the heart sick, and now that the worst is 
known, it is with renewed sympathy that we 
approach them with tender regrets in our 
hearts for their loss; yes, and ours too. He 
was a good, pure, straight lad, cheerful, 
always happy, whom God has called for work 
elsewhere. He would have been 20 years old, 
had he lived, on the 13th April last. His parents 
ask that through this Magazine, friends and 
sympathisers, may know how grateful they 
have been and are, for the kindness shown 
and the prayers offered for them and their lad. 
R.I.P. 
 

 
 
For Church Services in St John’s, Minskip 
over the Christmas period, please see p12. 
 



Somewhere to Belong 
 

Growing inclusive Churches in Aldborough, Boroughbridge, Dunsforth, Minskip & Roecliffe 
 
Welcoming, accepting and involving 

 

We believe that the Good News of the 
Christian gospel is that every person has 
intrinsic worth and is accepted and loved by 
God. Everyone who comes through our doors 
should know that we are pleased to see them 
and that they are welcome to be part of our 
Church family irrespective of age, 
background, circumstance, race, gender, 
sexuality, disability or neurotypicality. When 
we say “all are welcome”, we mean it. 
 

Being Accessible 
 

Our buildings are old and beautiful, but 
sometimes this means that they are not as 
physically accessible as we would like. We 
are working to try to improve this and our 
buildings are in different places regarding our 
progress.  
 
We would like to be accessible to those with 
mobility issues, hearing loss, visual 
impairment, people with mental health 
conditions and those on the autistic 
spectrum, and we aim to be both dementia-
friendly, and young children-friendly 
Churches. In our communion services we aim 
to offer gluten free bread and alcohol-free 
wine if that would be helpful. Please let us 
know if we are not meeting your needs and 
we will do what we can to help. 
 
Any charges for entrance to events, or for 
refreshments or groups, are now run on a 

‘suggested donation’ or ‘donations welcome’ 
basis 

A Safe Place 
 

Our Churches take seriously our duty to 
ensure everyone is safe in our community 
and we follow our safeguarding policy 
carefully. We recognise that keeping people 
safe is something the wider Church has 
sometimes failed to achieve, and we are truly 
sorry for that. Sometimes these failures have 
been of a catastrophic nature – sometimes 
they have been of a quieter, but also 
damaging nature, where people have simply 
not felt wanted in Church. We commit to 
doing everything we can to ensure that 
Church is a safe, non-judgemental and 
friendly place for you, where you can thrive, 
grow spiritually and play a full part in the 
Church’s life. 
 

Celebrating Difference 
 

A healthy church is somewhere where 
everyone doesn’t look the same! Just like a 
family, we all have different gifts and abilities 
and things to offer. We don’t want you to feel 
you have to pretend to be someone you’re 
not. Jesus talked about the Church as being 
like a body that is made up of lots of different, 
but complementary, parts. Difference is good, 
something to be celebrated, and something 
that helps us all to grow. 
 
We hope you will find us somewhere you 
would like to belong.
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