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Local Village Contacts: 
ALDBOROUGH:  Irene McCandlish 
Tel: 326240  iapm @btinternet.com 
BOROUGHBRIDGE:  Mr P Farrelly    
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In these difficult times, do remember that your Church community is here for 
you. If you, or anyone you know, would like to talk to someone, or if we can 
help in any way, please do get in touch with Karen, John or one of our 
Wardens, all of whose details are in this magazine.  
 
You can also contact us through our website www.boroughbridgechurches.uk 
and through Facebook - @boroughbridgechurches  
 

 

mailto:paul@farrellys.co.uk
mailto:penelopedenny@tiscali.co.uk
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From the Vicarage…….     Christmas Light….. 

 

Dear friends, 
 
Christmas hasn’t been cancelled. 
 
True - it will be different this year, 
but it will still be Christmas. Families 
will communicate with one another, 
one way or another, and Church 
services will happen, in some form or 
another, gifts will be given, and 
wondered over, and given thanks for, 
and Jesus’ birth will be remembered 
throughout the world, just as it 
always is.  
 
I continue to be awestruck by the 
ingenuity and determination of 
humankind, that makes not only 
vaccines in an incredibly swift 
timeframe, but also leads to live 
theatre from one’s own living room, 
pub owners creating COVID secure 
“igloos” outside for people to have a 
Christmas treat, and people rising to 
the challenge of decorating their 
houses like never before. In the very 
real determination to make the best 
of things, we see some of the most 
miraculous aspects of our human 
nature. This kind of resilience and 
adaptability is a large part of our 
species’ evolutionary success. It also, 
I believe, offers us a glimpse of the 
creator who made us in his image - 
one who is tenacious, one who will 

not let us go, one who is endlessly 
creative and endlessly able to make 
light where there was previously only 
darkness. 
 
Christmas “works” for us 
psychologically as a story because it 
is set in the depths of winter when 
the light is faint and fragile (I 
sometimes think what a different 
experience it must be for those on 
the other side of the world who 
experience Christmas in the middle 
of the summer). In December in the 
UK, some days it hardly seems to get 
light at all. And of course this is when 
we need light - this is when we notice 
it, when we value it. We put up bright 
lights on our trees and in our houses 
as a symbol of that greater light. Just 
as we trust that summer will come 
again, that the sun will shine once 
more, and that hope will return, so 
we turn, too, to Jesus the light of the 
world: the new baby that promises 
new life to us all. 
 
And we sing his name: “Emmanuel: 
God is with us” and we know it to be 
true.  
 
Even in the darkness.  
 
Even in 2020.  
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I am praying for God’s blessing on 
you all this Christmas. Whatever your 
circumstances, whatever darkness 
you fight, whatever joys you hope 
for, whatever plans you have, God is 
with you. Christmas is for you - it is 
God’s promise that the light is strong 
enough to overcome all darkness in 
the end, and to shine joy and hope 
into every situation. 
 

O little town of Bethlehem how still 
we see thee lie 
Above thy deep and dreamless sleep 
the silent stars go by 
Yet in thy dark street shineth the 
everlasting light 
The hopes and fears of all the years 
are met in thee tonight 
 

Christmas blessings 
Karen 
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Aldborough News 
 

Well, as I write, here we all are in 
November, back in a not-quite lockdown 
with no services allowed in church until at 
least the beginning of December. We 
must hope that the firebreak works and 
that we will be back in church for most of 
Advent and Christmas. Although we may 
not be able to have all the festive 
decorations in church, I am sure that Rev 
Karen will ensure we are able to celebrate 
Christmas-tide in a meaningful way – who 
would have thought that technology and 
computers would become an almost 
essential part of worship for so many of 
us! The news that vaccines are beginning 
to look feasible in the not too distant future 
also brings fresh hope for next year.   
 
At the moment, I understand that there will 
be a Christingle in St Andrew's on the 24th 
and a Communion Service on Christmas 
Day. However, if, as is very possible, 
things change or new arrangements have 
to be made over the holiday period, we will 
make sure that fliers are sent out so that 
everyone is kept up to date.   
 

 
  

It was so disappointing that the traditional 
remembrance services had to be 
cancelled or curtailed. As I've said before, 
I've always found the services in this 
parish very poignant and personal with 
well known local names read out and 
young servicemen and women similar to 
those commemorated in attendance.   
 

 
 
In St Andrew's, it was decided that the 
new poppy hangings, carefully knitted and 
produced by Ann Lancaster, Phyll Steel, 
Marina Emptage, Janet Stockburn, June 
Lunn, Carol Ramsay, Jean Hill and Carole 
Johnson would be put up in the church to 
accompany the one for the pulpit 
produced last year.  
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Rev Karen kindly forwarded photos of the 
hangings to members of the St Raphael's 
group but here are copies so that 
everyone can appreciate them.  The lovely 
painting was done by Marina. The ladies 
have been so inspired by the reaction to 
the hangings that they have already come 
up with quite ambitious ideas for 
extending them next year!  If anyone 
would like to assist in knitting the poppies 
that go to make up the hangings,  please 
phone Phyll Steel on 322059 – Phyll 
assures me they are easy to do and that 
all assistance would be welcomed.  
 

 
 
The FORA programme of Zoom talks with 
YouTube follow-ups that replaced our 
face to face meetings for most of 2020 
proved very popular and successful and 

will continue at least for the beginning of 
2021.  However, we hope there will be 
some meetings in Aldborough itself as the 
year progresses.  We also look forward to 
reopening of the newly refurbished 
Museum and with, finally, good 
interpretation panels on site in spring; 
there should be another free admission 
day for those with a YO51 postcode in 
2021 so everyone will be able to see the 
changes.  FORA also hopes that the 
excavation programme that had to be 
cancelled in summer will finally take place 
in 2021 and we hope that there will again 
be an open day so villagers and others 
can see the findings.  As always, the latest 
news will be on the FORA website 
romanaldborough.co.uk. 
 

Irene McCandlish 
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Roecliffe News

ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB 
NOVEMBER DRAW 

 
1st  Prize £20  (118) John & Susan Ind 
2nd  Prize £10  (15) John/Judith Newberry 
3rd= Prize  £5  (134) Elaine Smiles  
3rd= Prize  £5  (22) Anne Hudson 
3rd =Prize  £5  (81) David & Leanne 
    Silverwood-Dwyer    
 
The December draw will hopefully take 
place on Tuesday, December 8th  at 
The Crown Inn, Roecliffe between 6.30 
and 7.00pm. This draw will include the 
Christmas Bonus Draw.  
 
 
BOROUGHBRIDGE DEANERY 
MAGAZINE 
 
There is little to report from Roecliffe as 
we enter another lockdown, so Jill has 
saved me by rooting out from Ripon 
Cathedral the following article from the 
Boroughbridge Deanery Magazine of 
June 1926. I would normally have waited 
for the centenary to submit this article but 
in these Covid times I can’t take the 
chance! 
 
It would seem that there is always 
something around to terrorise us, in 2020 
the virus and in 1926 the vicar! 
 
I quote from the Magazine the section 
headed:- 

 

ROECLIFFE PARISH 
 

“There is always a tendency during the 
summer months to neglect the services of 
the Parish Church, and to spend the day 
in idleness or pleasure. This was not the 
case in country parishes half a century 
ago. The farmers and their wives were to 
be seen in the church both morning and 
evening, and they saw to it that those 
whom they employed did the same. 
 

Now, alas, our elderly parishioners are 
seen in church only at rare intervals, and 
our younger people are not ashamed to be 
seen going off for pleasure trips by cycle 
or by motor. 
 

Others will make a point of visiting local 
churches, forgetting in their extreme 
simplicity that only the young and foolish 
wander about from place to place. 
 

Parishioners who are entitled to courtesy 
and respect (and we thank God that there 
are many) are those who realise that our 
population is small, and therefore every 
absentee is noted. Larger churches with 
their surpliced choirs, such as the 
Cathedral, are no doubt attractive, but it is 
our fortune or misfortune to belong to 
Roecliffe, and we must make the best of 
its limitations. As a farming community 
you will realise that chickens who lay away 
do not bring profit and are better disposed 

of.” 
Jim Bolland 
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Morning Prayer 
 

Karen is running a short ‘Zoom’ morning prayer service on Mondays at 
9.30am. All are welcome - do have coffee with you if you like, and stay for a 
chat. It would be helpful if you would like to bring with you a Bible and the 
order of service which is available on the website or by email. 
 
To join, please contact Karen for the details (see page 2). 
 
Other resources for worshipping at home (orders of service, prayers, 
sermons, etc) are available from our website 
www.boroughbridgechurches.uk or by email from Karen (see page 2).  

 

http://www.boroughbridgechurches.uk/
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Dunsforth News 
 

 
 
Dunsforth Draw Results 
 
1st Prize £42   The Hartley Family 
2nd Prize £15  Brigadier & Mrs Painter 
3rd Prize £10   Tracey Hardaker 
Congratulations to all winners! 

 
Hallowe'en 
 

Thank you to Emma Mortimer for organising 
such a fun event for the children. We were 
all alerted to put pumpkins outside our 
houses with a tempting supply of treats 
alongside ... much time, effort and creativity 
went into the impressive array of pumpkins 
not to mention the treats ... and  the 
following week my pigs benefitted from the 
ample supply of pumpkins! 
 
Remembrance 
 

Unfortunately due to lockdown restrictions 
we were not able to hold our usual Service 
but we had a small ceremony outside the 
war memorial just for Dunsforth residents 
where prayers were said and wreaths laid 

on behalf of the community. We also 
incorporated the poems "In Flanders Fields" 
and "The Victory Emblem" and held the two 
minutes silence in memory of the fallen at 
11am. Grateful thanks to Mike Wildblood for 
leading the prayers and to John Painter. 
 
A Sad Goodbye to Robert Hembrow 
 

Bob Hembrow, father of Gina and 
grandfather to Matthew, sadly passed away 
on 10th October, having celebrated his 
102nd birthday in August. His funeral was 
held at St Mary's and among the many 
tributes to a wonderfully long and fulfilled life 
special mention should be made of  his 
prolific art collection. Bob was a talented 
artist and for some years kindly donated first 
prize at the Country Fair raffle of one of his 
landscapes paintings. He will be sadly 
missed. 
 
Retirement of Joan Kitching 
   
Joan Kitching, one of the main post ladies 
delivering mail to Lower Dunsforth, retired 
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on 5th November after 22 years of service 
with the Royal Mail, 17 of which involved 
delivering to Dunsforth.  She will be greatly 
missed by all for her sunny disposition in all 
weathers, always with a cheerful wave, a 
smile and a few words to everyone.  
 
The village clubbed together and surprised 
her on her last round with a limited edition 
print of the village's 5 listed buildings by 
Mike Wildblood, a bouquet of flowers and a 
gift voucher as a mark of our appreciation.  
 

 
 
Joan Holmes did the honours with the 
presentation and as the photos depict, 
many turned out on foot or horseback to 
wish Joan well. Needless to say she was 
overwhelmed and delighted with our 
response! We wish her all the best for a long 
and happy retirement. 
 

 
 
 

Limited edition prints by Mike Wildblood 
 

We are immensely grateful to Mike for all his 
hard work in bringing his idea of a drawing 
of the listed buildings in Lower Dunsforth to 
fruition. (See page 12). All proceeds will go 
to St Mary's. We are sure they will make 
ideal Christmas presents for residents past 
or present! Thank you Mike. 
 
Future Events 
As we enter yet another lockdown it is as 
always difficult to predict what will happen 
in December! However, all being well..... 
 

• There will be a pre-Christmas 
communion service at St Mary's at 4pm 
on Sunday 6th December. There will 
consequently be no Friday morning 
prayers on the 4th December. 

• On Sunday 20th December at 2pm 
we look forward to welcoming children 
of the Dunsforths to receive the gift of a 
Christingle. As Rev'd Karen has other 
services in the parish on that day and 
the guidance does not allow her to take 
another service inside a church,  this 
will be an outdoors event conducted 
by Rev'd Karen but we plan to have 
Christmas music playing and there will 
be a chance to chat outside the church.  

• We have a provisional date for carol 
singing round the village of Tuesday 
22nd December. 

• On Christmas Eve at 10am there will 
be a Christmas Communion at St 
Mary's. We hope to see many there as 
there won't be a service at Dunsforth on 
Christmas Day..  
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We hope very much that these events will 
be able to take place….. please contact 
either Fiona or myself if you are unsure 
about anything. 
 
I would like again to take the opportunity to 
offer huge thanks and appreciation to Karen 
for weathering these extraordinary times 
and for bolstering our spirits with her usual 
good humour and positive outlook! 
 
As there is no magazine now till February 
we wish you all a happy Christmas and New 
Year. 
 

Penny Denny 

 
 

Dunsforth Limited Edition Print 
 

Like many other churches, St. Mary’s Dunsforth has 
not been able to hold its usual fund-raising events in 
2020.  As a consequence, its income has been 
significantly lower than in previous years and is very 
close to the need to call on reserves.  We have 
therefore decided to produce and sell a limited edition 
of forty copies of a pencil and ink drawing of 
Dunsforth’s five listed buildings that I have drawn. 
 

Alongside is is the central element of the picture 
depicting the church, but which are the other four?  
One way of finding out is to buy a copy.  They 
measure 42cm x 19cm, are fronted in glass, framed 
in oak and come with Historic England’s listing 
description of each on the reverse side.  Ready to be 
hung on your wall from the beginning of December 
they will cost £40.00 each, with all of the proceeds to be given to St. Mary’s. 
 

If you would like to order one, please contact me at  mwildblood @ mail.com 
Mike Wildblood 
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These Difficult Times 
 

The second lockdown has just begun 
Needless to say it had to come 
Only essential shops are allowed to open 
We hope the rules will not be broken 
 
We’re knitting poppies for 11th November 
Making sure that we all will remember 
The people and animals injured or lost 
Fighting for our freedom at their ultimate 
cost 
 
So close your eyes and reminisce 
Of happier times and things we miss 
May Day celebrations on the village green 
With dancing, games and yummy ice cream 
 
The happiness when the swallows appear 
And local shows we missed this year 
Of BBQ days when we all had fun 
And trips to the seaside enjoying the sun 
 
With mountains and lakes in our minds eye 
The skylark calling way up high 
A beautiful kingfisher bides his time 
As on a fish he hopes to dine 
 
As 2020 will soon be ending 
On happier times we are depending 
With lockdown and masks and often a tear 
How we spend Christmas still isn’t clear 
 
Whether we spend it with family and friends 
On Government ruling this will depend 
We hope to spend time with those we hold 
dear 
And pray that a vaccine soon will appear 
 

 
If all celebrations are put on hold 
That amazing story will still be told 
How in a stable a child was born 
On a frosty Christmas morn 
 
We’ve so many things to be thankful for 
Our friends and those we see no more 
So Christmas blessings come to you 
With happier times in the new year too 

 
Keep well, keep safe,  

Phyll                          
November 2020  
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Lockdown Round One 
 

We enjoyed the great weather, walking 
several miles everyday, exploring many new 
footpaths, identifying and counting different 
wild flowers. These magnificent purple 
orchids were at the top of Sutton Bank. 
 

 
 

The A1 was deserted one day in April. 
 

 
 
We found a stile that was awkward so after 
a couple of further visits with wood and nails 
John added an extra step crosswise to make 
it easier. 
 

 
 

John gave the garden a lot of attention but 
when a rabbit came visiting he quickly 
decided that his vegetables needed to be 
fenced in. He built the fence but needed to 
put in a gate. There is a hook beside it in 
case a little blue coat needed hanging up! 
However, Peter was never seen again. 
 

 



17 

I made ‘long distant hugs‘ to send to our 
grandchildren, which was an idea from 
Jennyruth. 
 

 

The summer house got new patchwork 
cushions and I completed several PhDs 
(projects half done). We learnt all about 
Zoom, even ringing went online with a virtual 
bell tower. 
 
Shopping went online. Delivery day in the 
early weeks was a bit like Christmas. You 
had written your wish list and then when the 
shopping arrived you had the surprise of 
finding out what had been sent and 
disappointment at what was missing! I didn’t 
tidy many cupboards. 
 
What will we do this time? Well there is still 
the oven to clean. 
 

Jo Mitchell 
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Church Services 
 

As some of our special services are very popular, we have made the decision to introduce 
booking for these to ensure safe numbers in Church. Bookings for St Andrews and St James 
special events should be made by email to our Parish Administrator, Caroline (see p2) or 
using the booking form on the website at boroughbridgechurches.uk 
 
As we have limited capacity for our special events at the moment, we will prioritise families 
with children to attend the Christingle services. We would like to ensure that everyone who 
would like to has the opportunity to come to at least one Christmas service, so we are asking 
you to please initially only book for one of these popular services and we will let you know 
nearer the time if additional space remains.Thank you for your understanding. 
 
All our Churches where services are being held remain COVID compliant in accordance with 
government and Church rules. If you would find it reassuring to come and look round our 
premises prior to attending a service, please do get in touch. 
 
Throughout the Christmas season there will also be a range of indoor and outdoor services 
and events around our town and villages for which you do not need to book and some 
online virtual services recorded from various Church locations which you can attend  
from your own home. 
 
 
Sun 6th December  10am All Age at St Andrews, Aldborough 
St Nicholas’ Day 

4pm Holy Communion for St Nicholas at Dunsforth 
 
Sun 13th December Advent 3  10am St Andrew’s Aldborough 
 

4pm Christingle service at St James (please book) 
 
Fri 18th December 6pm Outdoor Christmas Service at Minskip with 

readings & prayers 
 
Sun 20th December Advent 4  10am St James, Boroughbridge 
 

4pm Christingle service at St Andrews (please book) 
 
 
 

https://boroughbridgechurches.uk/booking-form/
https://boroughbridgechurches.uk/booking-form/
https://boroughbridgechurches.uk/booking-form/
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Christmas Eve  10am Christmas Communion at St Mary’s Dunsforth  (please 
book) 

 
11.30pm Midnight Mass, St James Boroughbridge (please book) 

 
Christmas Day  10am St Andrews Aldborough (please book) 
 
There will be no live service in our Churches on Sunday 27th December. 
 
Sun 3rd January  10am St Andrew’s Aldborough – All-age service for Epiphany 
 
Sun 10th January  10am St James’ Boroughbridge – All-age service 
  
   4pm  St Mary’s, Roecliffe – Holy Communion  
 
Sun 17thJanuary  10am St Andrew’s Aldborough – Morning Worship 
 
    4pm St James’ Boroughbridge – Evensong 
 
Sun 24th January  10.30am Covenant Service at Boroughbridge Methodist Church 
 
   4pm St Mary’s Dunsforth – Holy Communion 
 
Sun 31st January  10am United Parish Candlemas Service at St Andrew’s 
 

 
Holy Communion service at St James’ each Wednesday 10.45am 

Friday morning prayer at St Mary’s Dunsforth 9am continues weekly (not 22nd Jan) 
 Monday “Zoom” morning prayer 9.30am continues weekly 

Thursday “Zoom” Compline 8pm continues weekly 
 
 

All services are subject to possible change and 
cancellation due to national or local circumstances 

 
Please see the website for up to date information  

 boroughbridgechurches.uk 
 

https://boroughbridgechurches.uk/booking-form/
https://boroughbridgechurches.uk/booking-form/
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Remembrance Day in Minskip 
 
This was a Remembrance Day like no 
other. Thanks to the restrictions of Covid-
19, it was impossible to hold our traditional 
Remembrance Day service in church, 
which is centred on the three Minskip 
soldiers, Eddie Mawtus, Joseph Crookes 
and Walter Blades, who perished in the 
First World War. Instead we celebrated 
the courage of these three, together with 
every other serviceman who died in 
defence of their country, in the pretty little 
churchyard in front of our church. 
On the Sunday before Remembrance 
Day, relatives of Eddie Mawtus, Jill Boyes 
and Gill Johnston, together with their 
husbands, laid a wreath at the cherry tree 
in the churchyard, planted in Eddie’s 
memory.  
 

 
 
A few prayers were said, and Jill gave a 
poignant reading. As she did so, the sun 
broke out from behind the cloudy sky, and 
bathed the churchyard in a golden late 

autumnal light. It was a wonderfully 
moving moment. 
 

 
 

Then, in the days leading up to 
Remembrance Sunday itself, Minskip 
villagers – led by Pauline Barker, Debbie 
Hargreaves and Vivien Fowler – 
decorated the churchyard with poppies 
and poems, creating the most beautiful 
and tranquil sanctuary.  
 

 
 

Residents and visitors alike were 
encouraged to spend some quiet 
reflective time, reading the poems and 
thinking about the sacrifices made by 
some many brave servicemen and 
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women during the many wars which have 
scarred our history. 
 

 
There was a very personal element to one 
of the notices hung on a tree by the 
church. It concerned Walter Potter, the 
brother of Pauline Barker’s grandfather. 
Walter came from Helperby and was one 
of four brothers who went to war. Three 
returned, with only Walter losing his life. 
Pauline’s grandfather was the youngest of 
the family and was too young to join up. 
 

 
 
Churchwarden at St John’s, Robert 
Beaumont explained “It is now 102 years 

after the death of Eddie Mawtus, who was 
just 18. This year our celebration of his 
selfless bravery was very different, but it 
was just as vital. The debt we owe to 
Eddie and all of these brave Minskip men, 
who served in both World Wars, is 
immeasurable. We must never forget 
them”. He added: “These are challenging 
times – both in this country and across the 
world. I cannot remember a time when our 
country was ill at ease with itself and so 
fearful for the future. So, during a week 
when we remembered all those who have 
perished in war, we also prayed for peace 
and healing.” 
Jill Boyes, whose grandmother was 
Eddie’s cousin, commented: “It is 
wonderful that the young men of Minskip 
who died in the First World War, as well as 
those who survived but never recovered, 
were remembered once more. I would like 
to thank the village of Minskip for making 
us feel so welcome again”. 
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Special Guest at Boroughbridge St James 
 

 
On 1st November, we had a very special 
guest for our service at St James' Church 
for All Saints Day. Bishop Helen-Ann 
Hartley, Bishop of Ripon, preached about 
how saints can inspire and help us in our 
daily lives. 
 

 
 
Bishop Helen-Ann brought along with her 
an example of an icon dating originally 
from 7th Century Egypt, often referred to 
as the Icon of Friendship. She spoke 
about the saints as our companions and 
friends, challenging and encouraging us 
on the way. They were accompanied in 
their journeys by Jesus who walks with us 
too. In the image, Jesus (on the right) is 
shown putting his arm around the 
shoulder of a friend, not facing, but 
alongside each other - sharing burdens, 
and 'walking with'. 
 

 
 
Bishop Helen-Ann also recalled her 
schooldays at St Anthony's School (St 
Anthony is the patron saint of lost items) 
and how when you are young, saints can 
seem as if they have superhuman powers 
- leading to some discussion with the 
congregation on everyone's favourite 
superheroes! 
 
During the service, our singers and 
instrumentalists performed individually 
and together, including a rendition by Jess 
Gardiner of Howard Goodall's 'The Lord's 
My Shepherd'. 
 
This was the last 'live' Sunday service held 
in church before the 4 week lockdown. 
Live services will begin again on 6th 
December with an All-age service at 
Aldborough at 10am. 

 



It’s Christmas Every Day at The Crown! 
 

The Crown Inn, Roecliffe’s beautiful 16th 
century coaching inn, is re-opening on 
Thursday December 3 at 12 noon. 
 

Chris Hannon, managing director of Coastal 
& Country, who bought the Crown out of 
liquidation earlier this year, explained: “We 
are absolutely delighted to be opening 
again. The welcome we received when we 
first opened in September, from Roecliffe 
village and beyond, was incredibly heart-
warming.  Then lockdown arrived, which 
stopped us in our tracks. Since then we have 
been working very hard behind the scenes 
to prepare for our re-opening and, more 
specifically, for Christmas. 
 

 
 

“We want our first Christmas in Roecliffe to 
be very special indeed. This has been a very 
challenging year for everyone and we 
believe that the festive holiday will be a 
chance to celebrate with selected family and 
friends and to look forward to happier times 
ahead.  
 
“We are going to build on what we have 
hopefully achieved so far. We are 
determined to make the Crown the beating 
heart of Roecliffe again, creating an award-
winning inn where villagers can enjoy a quiet 

pint or two and the local community feels 
comfortable and at home.  
 

“It goes without saying, in these challenging 
Covid-19 times, that we are implementing 
strict social distancing rules and taking the 
utmost care with hygiene. Everyone who 
visits us will feel safe,” he added. 
 
Bookings are now open for Christmas, with 
a special Christmas Day menu already in 
place, featuring a five-course gourmet meal, 
including roast turkey and all the trimmings 
and Christmas pudding. There is also 
poached pear and a nut roast for 
vegetarians, with gin-cured salmon another 
alternative for starters and sticky toffee 
pudding for dessert. Mulled wine and Bucks 
Fizz are included. 
 

If you want to book your Christmas meal 
before December 3, then please call 07821 
162126. After December 3, the best number 
is 01423 322300. 
Or you can visit the Crown’s Facebook page, 
www.facebook.com/CrownInnRoecliffe/ 
 

The new management team at the Crown 
are Lukas and Veronicka Allman, who have 
moved from Coastal & Country’s Peak 
District Inn, the Devonshire Arms at 
Hartington. Lukas previous ran a hotel in the 
Highlands for the group. “We will be using 
local produce to create our special 
Christmas menus, whilst also featuring a 
wide range of beers, gins, spirits and 
cocktails. Underpinning this will be a 
genuinely warm festive welcome for 
everyone, from local villagers, to food and 
drink enthusiasts and to tourists from further 
afield,” said Lukas.
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Christmas Greetings from 

the local Methodist 
churches 

 
I am writing this on November 13. I reflect 
with you that we seem to need a two 
month Christmas these days. Decorations 
begin to appear straight after Halloween 
and will stay up until early January. The 
Christmas lights in our communities are 
switched on earlier and earlier. I know of a 
little child who has two Advent calendars 
complete with chocolate and he starts the 
first one on 1 November because he can’t 
wait for Christmas to come. 
 
The Methodist Church has a Christmas 
campaign this year trying to share the 
Christmas story without using the inside a 
church building. Some postcards and 
posters have been produced with the last 
words of our founder, John Wesley, “the 
best of all is, God is with us.” It’s been a 
tough year and we need some hope. 
That’s why my usual moaning it all starts 
too early won’t happen. I understand we 
all need some light and joy right now. The 
gift of God incarnate is here and this 
season is born again for us all. 
 
On behalf of the local Methodist folk, I 
wish you a very happy Christmas and a 
better 2021. 
 

Ian Pruden  
Local Methodist Minister  
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Longest Night Service 
 

For many people, spending a lonely or 
sad Christmas isn’t just a prospect, it’s 
a reality.  And while it doesn’t have to 
be as a consequence of Covid-19, the 
government’s relaxation of many of the 
restrictions for Christmas shows just 
how important people think it is to be 
together at this time.  Everyone is 
looking forward to the big day – 
including all the people in church 
and…. well, for those who simply can’t 
join in the joy, wonder, and 
togetherness of it all, Christmas just 
has to be the saddest time of all.  
  
Our on-line Longest Night Service 
faces the harsh reality that some of us 
who would like to come to church at 
Christmas simply can’t bear to.  And so 
it’s a gentle, reflective service where 
individuals can simply watch or join in 
quietly with some well-known carols 
and hymns – in the knowledge that in 
the middle of the longest night, and in 
difficult circumstances, Jesus Christ 
was born.  
  
The Longest Night service will be 
available on YouTube from Sunday, 
20th December, with links from the 
parish website, the parish Facebook 
page, and St Raphael’s Community e-
mail.  

John Francis Moss
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Subscriptions Please! 
 
We hope that you are enjoying The 
Parish Link Magazine, and will continue 
to subscribe in 2021. A year's 
subscription (10 issues) costs £10. 
 

To pay your subscription: 
 

• In the villages, please contact 
your Village Representative 
(see page 2) 

• In Boroughbridge, please either 
speak to the person who 
delivers your magazine, or 
contact the editors (see page 2) 
to find out how to pay. 

 
Many thanks! 

 

 

 

From the Registers 
 

 
Sadly, we have laid to rest 

 
Dunsforth St Mary – Bob Hembrow 

 
Aldborough - Mary Brown 

(interment of ashes) 
 

Boroughbridge Cathy Hillary 
(at Stonefall crematorium) 

 
Roecliffe St Mary - Olga Ekin 

 
May they rest in peace and rise in Glory 

 

 
 
 

 



T’was a Month before Christmas 
 
T’was a month before Christmas,  
And all through the town, 
People wore masks, 
That covered their frown. 
 

The frown had begun 
Way back in the Spring, 
When a global pandemic 
Changed everything. 
 

They called it corona, 
But unlike the beer, 
It didn’t bring good times, 
It didn’t bring cheer. 
 

Contagious and deadly, 
This virus spread fast, 
Like a wildfire that starts 
When fueled by gas. 
 

Airplanes were grounded, 
Travel was banned. 
Borders were closed 
Across air, sea and land. 
 

As the world entered lockdown 
To flatten the curve, 
The economy halted, 
And folks lost their nerve. 
 

From March to July 
We rode the first wave, 
People stayed home, 
They tried to behave. 
 

When summer emerged 
The lockdown was lifted. 
But away from caution, 
Many folks drifted. 

Now it’s November 
And cases are spiking, 
Wave two has arrived, 
Much to our disliking. 
 

Frontline workers, 
Doctors and nurses, 
Try to save people, 
From riding in hearses. 
 

This virus is awful, 
This COVID-19. 
There isn’t a cure. 
There is no vaccine. 
 

It’s true that this year 
Has had sadness a plenty, 
We’ll never forget 
The year 2020. 
 

And just ‘round the corner - 
The holiday season, 
But why be merry? 
Is there even one reason? 
 

To decorate the house 
And put up the tree, 
When no one will see it, 
No-one but me. 
 

But outside my window 
The snow gently falls, 
And I think to myself, 
Let’s deck the halls! 
 

So, I gather the ribbon, 
The garland and bows, 
As I play those old carols, 
My happiness grows. 
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Christmas ain’t cancelled 
And neither is hope. 
If we lean on each other, 
I know we can cope. 
 

Merry Christmas everyone. 
Stay safe 

 
Shawna Hickling 

Calgary, AB, Canada 
November 19, 2020 

 
 
 

Some Announcements from Kath 
 
No nativity this year, because 3 wise men 
face furlough. 
 
The Innkeeper has shut under Tier 3 
regulations and has had a slump in 
bookings. 
 
Santa won't be working, as he would 
break the rule of 6 with Dancer, Dasher, 
Prancer, Vixen, Comet, Cupid, Donner & 
Blitzen. 
 
As for Rudolph, he is isolating and taking 
a COVID test. 
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A few more 'Church 
Bulletins' 
 
Thanks to Mike Cotton for finding 
these..... 
 
Scouts are saving aluminium cans, 
bottles and other items to be 
recycled…Proceeds will be used to 
cripple children. 
 
A bean supper will be held on Tuesday 
evening in the church hall. 
Music will follow. 
 
Please place your donation in the 
envelope along with the deceased 
person you want remembered. 
 
The church will host an evening of fine 
dining, super entertainment and gracious 
hostility. 
 
The ladies of the Church have cast off 
clothing of every kind. They may be seen 
in the basement on Friday afternoon. 
 
The pastor would appreciate it if the 
ladies of the Congregation would lend 
him their electric girdles for the pancake 
breakfast next Sunday. 
 
The Associate Minister unveiled the 
church's new campaign slogan last 
Sunday: “I Upped My Pledge - Up 
Yours.” 
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St James’ 
Boroughbridge  
 

November 100 club draw 
results           
1st prize  £25  Mr B S Wyatt (44)     
2nd prize £10 Mrs A Hudson (26) 
3rd prize  £5   Mr T Marsden (37)  
  
Entering our monthly 100 club draw 
costs just £12 per year, for more 
details or to sign up contact Neil 
Lister on 01423 579967. 
 
  
 ________________________________________ 

 

When it came to Remembrance this year, 

as with so many things, our plans had to 

chance to reflect our circumstances. We 

knew it would be impossible to hold the 

traditional service and parade. Plans were 

put in place for a parred down version, 

alas this too could not take place, 

thankfully John Moss came to the rescue 

with to put together a short act of 

remembrance that could be shared on 

YouTube. 
         ______________________________________________________ 
 

Thank you to those who supported this 

year’s Poppy appeal via the text giving 

service. Donations are still being 

accepted; details can be found on the 

churches Facebook page.  
 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

Fundraising still remains challenging, but 

we are blessed to by the creative talents 

of those around us. Sheila Aston has been 

producing Christmas cards, Jennifer 

Weeds has offered to make and sell 

Christmas Wreaths and table decorations, 

Neil Lister has been busy organising our 

annual Christmas raffle and produced our 

latest offering for all those quizzers out 

there. The quiz has been circulated online, 

paper copies (and raffle tickets) are 

available by contacting either Neil 

(579967) or Paul (504913) 
 
 

 
 

 

In late November a group of readers and 

singers from across the Parish arranged 

and led by Rev Karen produced a moving 

Advent Carol service which is available to 

view on YouTube, links can be found via 

the parish website. John Moss has also 

been busy coordinating and producing a 

Parish Advent calendar, it features 

members of our congregations giving 

short Advent readings and are available to 

view online each week. 

             

Have a Merry & safe Christmas! 
               

                               Paul Farrelly 



 


