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From the Vicarage…….     Journeying on….. 

Dear friends, 
 

As we move closer to lent, it seems strange 
to think that it was in lent last year that we 
experienced our first lockdown. Since then, 
so much has changed. We entered 
lockdown in 2020 with very little 
understanding of how the virus worked, and 
with little comprehension of how we might 
manage our day to day life, never mind 
worship, under such restrictions. Since then, 
there has been tremendous progress in 
terms of treatment of the disease, the 
methods we have learnt to communicate, 
care for, and worship with one another, and 
most impressively, we have witnessed new 
vaccinations being rolled out across the 
world. 
 

But for the time being, we still find ourselves 
deeply concerned about our NHS and the 
many who require treatment. Many in our 
society are struggling financially, emotionally 
and spiritually. There may be light at the end 
of the tunnel, but that doesn’t mean the 
tunnel isn’t real. 
 

Both our local Churches and our personal 
faith continue to support us during this long 
and often troubling journey. Whether we are 
meeting with God and one another in a 
traditional Church building or through zoom, 
whether we experience worship through 
watching Youtube or via the telephone, or 
through our own individual prayers which 
are echoed by millions of others in this 
country and across the globe, we remember 
God’s promise that wherever we are, and 
whatever the challenges, he is with us. 

 

For Lent this year at Church we will be 
exploring a book called “Worship in the 
Wilderness”, which will help us to reflect on 
different journeys in the Bible, how they 
relate to our own strange journey of the past 
year, and how they relate to God’s great 
plan. The themes for each week are: a 
secret journey, a spirit led journey, a simple 
journey, a sorrowful journey, a sacrificial 
journey, a truth speaking journey, and a 
surprising journey, and we will be 
considering these journeys both on Sundays 
and in midweek reflections. I am sure we will 
find much to reflect on in these themes. As 
in Advent, the members of the St Raphael 
email group (our Churches’ virtual Church 
community) will receive a piece of music for 
each day of lent to help reflect and bring 
hope. If you are not part of the St Raphael’s 
group yet, and would like to receive Church 
news, please do let me know. 
 

Finally, whatever life looks like when you 
read this (and I am learning not to make 
predictions!) I hope you are finding your 
“Stars of Hope” helpful in bringing pattern 
and balance to your life [see the article later 
in this magazine]. With some of us 
overwhelmed by what is required of us, and 
others of us facing the frustration and 
difficulties of having empty days, a rhythm of 
life such as Stars of Hope can help us to 
reflect, reassess and restore some prayerful 
balance. 

 

God bless you as we continue on the journey, 

Karen
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Feeling Thankful 
 

Life is precious, handle with care 
No-one knows what’s lurking there 
Everything seems to be hunky dory 
When illness strikes it’s another story 
 
Then we must turn to the NHS 
Who give their all, nothing less 
In A&E, I very soon learned 
That Doctors and Staff left no stone unturned 
 
It’s early January & we’re locked down in tiers 
We now have hope but still some fears 
Processing a vaccine is no longer a dream 
The reality is success from some wonderful 
teams 
 
So when you get this Parish Link 
Hope you’re feeling ‘in the pink’ 
Soon we’ll have our vaccinations 
And hope to see a transformation 
 
 
 

On this snowy freezing day 
Things look bleak I have to say 
But look ahead and don’t feel glum 
There are lots of happier times to come 
 
So remember when the snow has gone 
And Spring unfolds with sweet bird song 
Carpets of snowdrops and crocus to follow 
Something new with every tomorrow 
 
The call of the Skylark soaring up high 
Of sunny days, not a cloud in the sky 
The Swallows, Swifts and Cuckoo too 
Return from afar to pastures new 
 
Nature will always take centre stage 
Which we enjoy at any age 
Be it lambs that play beneath the trees 
Or new leaves that sway in the gentle breeze 
 

Hands, Face, Space and Faith 
in a Covid-free 2021 
Phyll January 2021 

 

 
From the Registers 

 
We have welcomed into the church through Baptism 
 

10th January at St James Boroughbridge - Rori Paffett 

17th January at St Andrews Aldborough - Dawn Gold 

 
Joined together in Holy Matrimony 
 

31st December at St Andrew's Aldborough  

- Grant Nicholson and Lily Alexandra Doyle 
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YFC Christmas Tree Collection 
 

 
 

On Sunday 10th January, Boroughbridge 
Young Farmers Club held their annual 
Christmas tree collection. After social 
media and local publicity, we toured the 
local villages, collecting Christmas trees 
to be recycled in exchange for donations. 
 

This year, the fundraising event has taken 
even more organising than usual, due to 
the COVID 19 pandemic but as a club we 
felt it was vital for the event to take place.  
 

We covered a bigger area than usual; 
from Green Hammerton and Thorpe 
Underwood to Burton Leonard and 
Staveley, raising (to date) £3020.63 to 
split between the Yorkshire Air 
Ambulance, Mind, Macmillan Cancer 
Support and club funds. We sought 
permission from the local authority for the 
event to take place, reduced the number 

of people involved and maintained careful 
social distancing guidelines to ensure the 
safety of members and the local 
community.  
 

This year we thought it was more 
important than ever to support our chosen 
charities. As a consequence of the 
pandemic, charities have suffered hugely, 
with the lack of fundraising events being 
able to take place. Yet they continue to 
provide support to people in need in our 
local community.  
 

The event has grown hugely over the last 
couple of years, and as a club we are 
extremely grateful for the ongoing support 
and generosity from the local 
communities for this and our other 
charitable fundraising events. 
 

Henrietta Jarvis



Roecliffe News 
 

 
ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB RESULTS 

 
DECEMBER 2020 DRAW 

 
1st  Prize £20  (126) Hilary Newbegin 
2nd  Prize £10  (63) Ian Phillip 
3rd= Prize  £5  (131) Frank Barker  
3rd= Prize  £5  (9) John & Susan Fieldhouse 
3rd =Prize  £5  (34) Alex & Sue Little  
 

CHRISTMAS BONUS DRAW 
 

1st Prize £20 (31) David & Adrienne Bellwood 
2nd  Prize £10  (76) Scott & Ann Green 
3rd= Prize  £5  (116) Hilary Newbegin 
3rd= Prize  £5  (28) Stephen Welsh 
3rd =Prize  £5  (62) John Mitchell 
 

JANUARY 2021 DRAW 
 

1st  Prize £20  (43) The Peacock Family 
2nd  Prize £10  (64) Anne Braithwaite 
3rd= Prize  £5  (108) Pat Pratt  
3rd= Prize  £5  (8) Paul Warrington 
3rd =Prize  £5  (49) Nigel Pilkington 
 
The February draw will take place on 
Tuesday, February 2nd by Zoom 6.30 and 
7.00pm.  
 

Church Services 
 
If you are a Member of the St Raphael 
Group then the vicar keeps us all updated 
as to when services take place and where. 
During this Covid 19 Lockdown there will be 
hardly, if any services, However, on each 
Sunday there will be either a Youtube 

service or a live zoom service. The vicar 
does recognise the importance of the 
festivals of the Church to give us balance, 
pattern and hope, and so the United 
Parochial Church Committee are presently 
working to find ways to provide safe live 
services for Candlemas & Ash Wednesday 
- you will be updated about these. 
 

 
 
 
All our Churches will remain available for 
funerals, private baptisms and emergency 
weddings. (Roecliffe church only with 
permission from the Bishop). 
If anyone wishes to go into Roecliffe 
Church for private prayer, please let me 
know so I can open the church. Warning: it 
will be cold! 
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Another Lockdown 
 
All Roecliffe Residents have been updated 
giving them a list of the 25 Volunteers who 
can help them during the present lockdown. 
Those without email should have had a 
hard copy. I am sure all residents will thank 
those who continue to volunteer to help! 
 

The Joys of Old Age 
 
Having just had another birthday, which I 
was quickly trying to forget, I was surprised 
to receive a list from a resident telling me 
what I could now expect! Headed “The joys 
of old age” it reminds me: 
 
Having plans sounds a good idea until you 
realise you have to put on clothes and 
leave the house! 
 
Chocolate is God’s way of telling us he likes 
us to be a bit chubby. 
 
When I was a kid I wanted to be older...this 
is not what I expected. 
 
I don’t always go the extra mile, but when I 
do it is when I missed the exit. 
 
I see people about my age mountain 
climbing. I feel good getting my leg through 
my underwear without losing my balance! 
 

Jim Bolland 

 

 
 

 



News from Minskip Church 
 

At the beginning of December the 
Churchyard was adorned with a Nativity 
Scene of life size figures. Some of the 
trees were lit which all added to the 
wonderful “Minskip Sparkle” theme. 
 

 
 
We decided that even though we weren't 
having a traditional Christingle Service in 
Church, the children from Minskip and 
surrounding communities shouldn't miss 
out and should still receive the gift of a 
Christingle. After all, they weren't to 
blame for Covid. The Village Hall 
Committee had also decided that children 
should still get the opportunity to see 
Father Christmas, at the end of a trail 
around the village on Sunday 13th 
December. We thought it would be 
wonderful to combine the two things and 
have the final clue on the trail at the 
Church. There, every one of the 63 
children who came through the gate, 
freezing cold and soaked to the skin, but 
with the biggest smiles imaginable, 
received a Christingle. 
 
Thanks to Morrisons for donating the 
oranges, sweets and cocktail sticks and 

to Dot Wilson, Camilla Backhouse and 
Claire Beaumont for making up the 
Christingles. It was a total surprise to all 
who came, as we didn't advertise what 
we intended to do. In pairs, Dot &Lynn, 
Jean & Viv, and Camilla & Debbie 
manned the Churchyard in shifts.  We 
have to say, every child was a pleasure 
to see. They were all interested and keen 
to take their Christingle, along with the 
wonderful fact sheet, written by Rev 
Karen and beautifully laminated by 
Pauline Barker, which explained what 
each of the components of the 
Christingle signified. It certainly warmed 
the heart on such a wet day to think of all 
those children going home, reading the 
information and saying the short prayer 
with the candle alight. It was truly magical 
and uplifting.  
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Carol Service 
 
We were able to hold a short service 
outside on Friday 18 December at 6 pm. 
Canes were put up to enable “social 
distancing”. Luckily the rain held off.  
Thank you Karen for taking the service & 
to the Gardiner Family for leading us in 
the Carol singing. Also to Brodie & Sally 
for reading – not easy with the traffic in 
strong contention! We had an excellent 
turn out & a fitting end to a most surreal 
year. 
Many thanks to Debbie for organising it 
all, and to Viv & Tony; Ivan & Jean for 
decorating the churchyard, and to all who 
made the magnificent “weather proof” 
figures for the Nativity Scene. 
 
A Happy New Year to everyone & a huge 
thank you to Minskip villagers for all your 
support & indomitable community spirit 
throughout a very difficult year. We look 
forward  to a better 2021.   
 

Debbie Hargreaves 
Robert Beaumont   

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 



Stars of Hope 
 

Below is a snapshot of our Epiphany 
service where we made “Stars of Hope”. 
You may find it helpful to make your own 
Star of Hope” as we journey through this 
year into the unknown, to help you find a 
prayerful balance in your life. 
 

 
 

It’s important to remember that 
the wise men who followed the 
star didn’t know where they were 
going  
 
They did, however, know what they were 
following, and they did know how to follow 
it. In the same way, we don’t know where 
we will be heading this new year, or what 
might be happening - but we do know who 
we are following, and why we are following 
him, and this exercise offers a way to think 
a little about some practical ways to help us 
follow him. 
So we have created “Stars of hope” to help 
us follow Jesus and keep healthy and 
hopeful in the new year. 
The stars are inspired by the Leeds 
Diocese “Rhythm of life” idea which in turn 
is developed from the Benedictine rule of 
life which talks about how important it is to 
live balanced lives if we are to remain 
spiritually and mentally healthy. In the 
centre of the star is the word “hope”, 
because hope is central to us living 
constructive lives, and hope can be 
developed and strengthened if we take the 
following into account: 
 

Listen 
 
Listening is essentially about prayer. We 
often misunderstand prayer - we think it is 
about telling God stuff - but God already 
knows. Prayer is much more about listening 
to God and being open about finding him in 
all kinds of places and situations. So if we 
want to keep our listening in balance with 
the rest of our lives, it’s worth asking “where 
do I encounter God?” “How good am I at 
making quiet space to listen to God, and to 
my own inner voice?” If we learn to listen to 
God and ourselves, we will learn to listen to 
others better too. Here are some activities 
you might find helpful in listening:  
 

• Lighting a candle and sitting 

quietly for 10 minutes. You might 

want to read a passage from the 

Bible, or say the Lord’s prayer very 

slowly. 

• Going for a walk by yourself and 

focussing on the sounds around 

you 

• Listen to a piece of music and 

focus only on that 

• Doing something creative but not 

complicated to settle your mind 

• Setting time aside to listen every 

day. If your household is so busy 

this can only happen in the 

morning before you get out of bed, 

or in the bath, that is fine! 

• Some people find yoga, 

mindfulness or meditation helpful 

to still their minds. 
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Celebrate 
 
Some days we don’t feel like celebrating, 
but there is always something to celebrate. 
Just like listening, celebrating is a choice - it 
is not always something that happens by 
itself. We can make a point of trying to 
notice the good things around us and 
deliberately thanking God for them, and 
limiting the time we spend thinking 
negatively. It can be very easy at the 
moment to spend hours and hours 
ruminating over bad or worrying news. One 
of the ways we can look after ourselves, is 
to balance the time we spend on media 
news - whether it is newspapers, television 
or facebook with deliberately choosing to do 
something that brings us joy. As some of 
our hobbies are off limits at the moment, we 
all need to think hard to make sure that we 
are balancing our lives to include doing 
some things just because we enjoy doing 
them 
. 

• What do you enjoy that you could 

do at the moment? 

• How could you make sure you fit it 

regularly into your life? 

• Consider ending each day by 

reflecting on it and saying thank 

you for all the good things. 

 

Learn 
 
Some of us might have had school or work 
or learning opportunities put on hold at the 
moment - but there is always something we 
can learn, and perhaps some of us have 
more space to learn than we previously 

had. Learning is really important for us as 
we seek to live balanced spiritual lives. 
Learning takes us out of ourselves and 
encourages us to take an interest outside 
our usual sphere. 
  

• What could you learn that is new?  

• What fascinates you?  

• How could you make time for it? 

 
Share 
 
There are lots of things we can share - lots 
of things we can give. This is something we 
know to be an important part of our spiritual 
lives - Jesus talked a lot about generosity 
and giving - but perhaps at the moment, 
your sharing will look different, and that is 
ok.  

• What can you share?  

• Your faith, money, time, talents, 

practical help?  

• Is your sharing in balance with the 

other aspects of your life? 

 

 
 

(Continued on page 14) 
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Rest 
 

How do you find peace? How do you relax? 
You may feel you have too much rest in 
your lives at the moment, or you may feel 
that you have less time than ever. But we 
need balance. 
 

• What makes you feel rested?  

• Exercise? Time outside in the 

garden? Time in front of TV? 

Reading? A cup of tea and a chat 

over the phone? Getting enough 

sleep??  

• How can you make sure you get 

enough rest? 

 
 
Keep your Star of Hope where you will see 
it regularly, so you can be reminded that all 
these aspects of your life are important. 
We don’t know where we will be heading 
this new year, or what might be happening - 
but we do know who we are following, and 
why we are following Him, and our Stars of 
Hope can give us some practical guidance 
along the way. 
 
 

Karen 
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Minskip Wild Flower Quiz 
 
I am delighted to announce that the 
winners of Jean Joynes’s excellent recent 
Wild Flower Quiz were Tony and Viv 
Fowler of Minskip, who answered all of the 
20 questions correctly. In view of the 
tireless and selfless work that both Tony 
and Viv do for the church, this was fully 
deserved. They win a bottle of Glenfiddich 
whisky, kindly donated by Jean.  

There was a special box of chocolates for 
the runners-up, Bob and Beth Walker of  
Aldborough. 
 
Can I also thank everyone who took part 
in the quiz, which raised vital funds for the 
church. 
 

Robert Beaumont 
 
___________________________________________________________________ 
 
Answers: 
 
1)      The Scottish emblem - Thistle 
2)      Keeps Basil’s hands warm - Foxgloves 
3)      Awakens the soldiers - Bugle 
4)      There might be rings on them – Ladies’ Fingers 
5)      The opposite of golden flower – Silver Weed 
6)      Unperfumed flower seen between April and June  -  Scentless mayweed 
7)      Used for sweeping - Broom 
8)      Tattered redbreast – Ragged Robin 
9)      Damp place for rubber gloves – Marsh Marigold 
10)    Happiness when going on holiday – Travellers Joy 
11)    Baby hen is the gardeners’ enemy - Chickweed 
12)    High flyers urge their horses on - Larkspur 
13)    Watery fireworks – Sea Rocket 
14)    Over the stable – Star of Bethlehem 
15)    Ovine keepers’ wallet – Shepherd’s Purse 
16)    Regal coppers – Penny Royal 
17)    Felix’s audio aid – Cat’s Ear 
18)    Drink it with dandelions - Burdock 
19)    Keep them open when the guns are out – Pheasant’s Eye 
20)    Loose garment, not for the gentlemen – Lady’s Smock 
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St James’ 

Church  

text giving 

service. 
 

The PCC would like to thank all the friends of St James church for their 

continued support. As with all organisations at this time raising funds  

has never been more challenging. 

Donations can currently be made by standing order, by cheque and by our 

parish envelope giving scheme. 
 

To complement the existing schemes we are pleased to be able to 

introduce our new mobile phone text giving service. 
 

It’s simple to use,  

To donate £5   text STJAMES 5    to 70460 
To donate £10 text STJAMES 10  to 70460 
To donate £20 text STJAMES 20  to 70460 
 

Texts cost your donation plus one standard rate message 
 

If you would like to give on an automatic monthly basis 

To donate £5   a month text MONTHLY 5   to 70460 
To donate £10 a month text MONTHLY 10 to 70460 
To donate £20 a month text MONTHLY 20 to 70460 
 

Texts cost your donation plus two standard rate messages 

You will receive a receipt message every time you donate – this tells you 
how to cancel your donation should you wish - which is by texting STOP to 
70085 at any time. 
 

Gift aid, if you are a UK tax payer, by following the link on the follow up 

message your donation can be increased by 25%. 

 

Thank you for your support and stay safe from St James’ PCC
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Dunsforth News 

December Dunsforth Draw Results 
 
1st Prize £42   Mrs J Sanderson 
2nd Prize £15  Mr & Mrs Swain 
3rd Prize £10   Mr & Mrs Dobby 
 
January Dunsforth Draw Results 
 
1st Prize £42   Gordon Thompson 
2nd Prize £15  Ian Andrews 
3rd Prize £10   Neil Hardaker 
 
Congratulations to all winners! 
 
With the beginning of a new Draw year 
fast approaching we hope very much that 
you will join or rejoin. The more members 
we have the bigger the prize money and 
the more St Mary's Church will benefit ... 
please contact Matthew Bean or myself, 
if possible by the middle of February. The 
cost of joining for the year remains the 
same as £2.00 per month (£24.00 per 
year) and prize money will be allocated 
as in previous years depending on how 
many people subscribe. Last year we 
were able to give £1030.00 to church 
funds so it is a valuable source of income 
for St Mary's. 
 
In these difficult times we were able to 
hold a lovely pre Christmas communion 
service on 6th December and afterwards 
a rousing performance of carols in the 
churchyard definitely lifted the spirits, as 
did the lovely duet from Karen's girls, 
Immie and Jess. 
 

 
 

On the afternoon of Sunday 20 December 
over 30 children of the Dunsforths, (and 
some grandchildren of Dunsforth 
residents!) joined us at St Mary’s to 
collect their Christingles.   
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Karen had prepared a history and 
explanation of the Christingle for the 
families to take away, and Lara & Gareth 
Jones had prepared all the Christingles 
which looked amazing.  With rather a lot 
of eager recipients and their parents in 
the churchyard we then sang a couple of 
carols in the sunshine… it was a lovely 
afternoon and great to come together 
outside.  
 

 
 
On 22nd December Mike led a stalwart 
band of carol singers round the village 
and a grand total of £335.00 was raised 
for Martin House and Hope and Homes 
for Children. Thanks to everyone who 
gave so generously and participated. 
 
On Christmas Eve we held our Christmas 
Service which was fully subscribed and 
much enjoyed and appreciated by all. 
Again, we sang carols in the churchyard 

after the Service. The church looked 
lovely with candles alight and two 
beautiful flower arrangements by Joan 
Holmes, thank you! 
 
Thank you to Mike .... 
We are so grateful to Mike for his lovely 
limited edition print of St Mary's and 
surrounding listed buildings. So far a 
grand total of £1200 has been raised for 
St Mary's and there are still a few prints 
available for sale at £40.00 each. Please 
contact Mike on 07836376965. 
 

 
A shaft of sunlight sought out Karen 

at the Christingle service on 20 Dec 

    
Now as we enter another tedious but 
sadly necessary lockdown we are 
grateful to Karen for braving bad weather 
to come and take our short prayer 
service at 9am on Fridays, again much 
appreciated. 
 
Hopefully more on future events in the 
next issue. Meanwhile, our thoughts and 
prayers are with everyone in these 
difficult times. 
 

Penny Denny



 
 



 
Subscriptions Please! 

 
We hope that you are enjoying 
The Parish Link Magazine, and 
will continue to subscribe in 
2021. A year's subscription (10 
issues) costs £10. 
 
 
To pay your subscription: 
 

• For Aldborough residents, 
a subscription form should 
be enclosed with this 
issue. 

 

• In Boroughbridge, please 
either speak to the person 
who delivers your 
magazine, or contact the 
editors (see page 2) to 
find out how to pay. 
 

• Other villages make their 
own arrangements for 
collection. Please contact 
your village representative 
(see page 2) if unsure. 

 
Many thanks! 
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Minskip Sparkles for Christmas 
 

It may have started with the village 
making a mile of bunting for the Queen’s 
Jubilee in 2012 but since then villagers 
have enjoyed chances of decorating the 
entire length of the village at any 
opportunity.  
 
During this very difficult and challenging 
year, this coming together has been an 
important part of village life. As always 
the Hall and Church worked side by side 
to fill a void that the Hall and Church’s 
closure due to Covid, had brought upon 
us. Christmas gift buying began early 
with our Lockdown 2020 Cookbook and a 
special Minskip Calendar on sale. 
 

 
 

As there was not the opportunity to hold 
either the annual Children’s Christmas 
Party in the Hall or the Christingle and 
other Services in the Church, instead a 
Christmas Trail round the village was 
arranged. The Minskip Trail  and ‘Make 
Minskip Sparkle’ gave villagers and local 
friends the chance to go on a walking 
Treasure Hunt looking for clues as well 
as collecting Christingles from the 
Church Garden, viewing the Nativity 
Scene and ending with each family 
visiting Father Christmas and his Elf in 
their amazingly magical Grotto in the 
Hall. 
 

 
 
At the same time the village was 
beginning to ‘Sparkle’.  Every day saw 
more and more homes, gardens, trees, 
windows and doors being decorated 
ready for the Christmas period, 
culminating a week before Christmas 
when at dusk three wisewomen judges  
walked round the whole village including 
Ashdown Park to judge those houses 
that had entered into the three 
categories.  
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They said what an incredibly difficult but 
most enjoyable job it was to judge and 
were impressed by the imagination on 
show. No matter whether displays were 
large or small; all have contributed to 

Minskip adding a bit of sparkle to our 
lives and for those who visited or 
travelled through the village. 
 
We would like to thank everyone in the 
village for their overwhelming support 
and generosity throughout this very 
difficult and challenging year. 
 
We look forward to 2021 with many more 
fun events and to be able to open our 
Church and Village Hall doors to 
welcome you all in once again. 
 

Minskip Village Hall Committee 
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Aldborough News 
 
So here we are at the start of 2021 with 
some bad news – effectively back into 
lockdown – and some good news – with 
over 80's and particularly vulnerable 
people in the village finally being 
vaccinated. I hope that by the time this 
edition is published there will have been 
both a significant drop in the numbers of 
local cases of covid and a rise in the 
numbers of people vaccinated.  
 

 
 
In the meantime, I must really thank both 
Rev Karen and her family and John Moss 
for all that they did to provide us with a 
meaningful advent and Christmas.  The 
special daily advent music (what a wide 
range of musical genres!) and the 
readings from across the parish were 
greatly appreciated. It was also lovely to 
have Jessica and Imogen, amongst 
others, singing either at in-person 
services or on-line and who would have 
thought that we would all learn to sign to 

the choruses of Christmas carols. Being 
able to sing carols in the churchyard 
(socially distanced, of course) after 
morning service was wonderful and, I 
think, helped everyone feel a bit more 
normal. Having the candle poles and 
decorated candles in the windows gave 
us some festive cheer for the well 
attended Christingle service although I 
was surprised to find the archangel 
Gabriel from the cut-down nativity tolling 
the bell before service!  The evening, well 
socially distanced bell ring on the green 
with accompanying carols was also 
enjoyed by those who were able to 
participate (thank you Will, Pam and 
Malcolm).  
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A big downside of the restrictions of the 
last year, for all churches and charities, 
has been the curtailment of major and 
even minor fundraising events. For St 
Andrew's, there have been no coffee 
mornings, no barbecue, no concerts or 
lectures in church with, as a result, a very 
significant reduction in income while the 
costs of maintenance for both the 
building and the clergy have been 
unaffected.  The closure of the church for 
services and restrictions in numbers 
attending has also seriously impacted  
our income from collections. As a result, 
we are no longer in a position to deliver 
the Parish Link free of charge to all 
houses in Aldborough. Many residents do 
voluntarily contribute the £10 per annum 
that it costs but not enough to cover 
distribution to each house. This copy is 
being delivered as usual but if you wish 
to continue receiving the Link for the rest 
of this year, please fill in the form 
included with this magazine and send 
with your payment as described on the 
form.  
 

Friends of Roman Aldborough (FORA) is 
continuing to hold talks for members by 
Zoom and the first in 2021 is a joint talk 
with the Yorkshire Gardens Trust by Dr 
Twigs Way (what an appropriate name!), 
an accredited Arts Society speaker and 
researcher in Historic Gardens and 
Designed Landscapes. Her talk “Ruins in 
the Landscape” will shed light on the 
development of the Victorian arboretum 
and garden that was designed for Sir 
Andrew Lawson to enhance his 
antiquarian finds and the original 
museum which was open to the public. 

For further details contact secretary@ 
romanaldborough.co.uk 
 

You will all know that, since 2009, 
Professor Martin Millett and our own Dr 
Rose Ferraby of the Cambridge 
Aldborough Roman Town Project have 
been researching and re-evaluating our 
village and have totally revolutionised our 
knowledge of what was then the most 
important town in the area. Although the 
project is ongoing, last year they 
published a book, “Isurium Brigantum: an 
archaeological survey of Roman 
Aldborough” that has been described as 
a compelling narrative for how this once 
bustling settlement developed.   The 
whole project has now been nominated 
for Current Archaeology's (Britain's most 
popular archaeological magazine) 
prestigious award as Research Project of 
the Year. To vote for them (you don't 
need to be a subscriber to the magazine) 
go to www.archaeology.co.uk/vote and 
click on the box for Isurium Brigantum 
and then the vote box at the end of the 
list of nominees. You can vote in the 
other categories too but this is not 
compulsory. Votes need to be in by 6th 
February and the results will be 
announced at Current Archaeology Live 
at the end of the month.  
 

The book can be bought from publishers 
Oxbow Books or other sites but free 
access is available online at  
doi.org/10.26530/20.500.12657/37741 
(pick option “Isurium Brigantum – 
OAPEN Library” and view as a pdf or 
download).  

Irene McCandlish  

http://www.archaeology.co.uk/vote


 
 

 
 



Points to ponder from 2020 
 

• The dumbest thing I ever bought 
was a 2020 year planner. 

• Plan for 2019 – stay away from 
negative people. Plan for 2020 – 
stay away from positive people.  

• The world has turned upside down. 
Old folks are sneaking out of the 
house and their kids are yelling at 
them to stay indoors. 

• This morning I saw a neighbour 
talking to her cat. It was obvious 
she thought her cat understood her. 
I came into my house and told my 
dog..... we both had a good laugh. 

• Every few days, try your jeans on 
just to make sure they still fit. 
Pyjamas would have you believe all 
is well in the kingdom and you 
haven't really put on weight.  

• Does anyone know if we can take 
showers yet or should we just keep 
washing our hands? 

• I never thought the comment “I 
wouldn't touch him/her with a 6 foot 
pole” would turn into a national 
policy but here we are! 

• I need to practice social 
distancing..... from the refrigerator. 

• I hope the weather is good 
tomorrow for my trip to put the bins 
out.  

• Never in a million years could I 
have imagined that I would go into a 
bank with a mask on and ask for 
money! 

 

 
 

 
Thank You  

 
After 59 happy years at The Dairy, 
Frances and Aidan have moved to Stable 
Cottage in Aldborough and you are all 
welcome to come and see us when the 
lockdown is over. We would like to thank 
the people in the village for all the lovely 
cards and gifts that we have received. 
 
Take care and stay well –  

 
Frances and Aidan 



 
 
 

   
 
 



Church Services 
 

Morning Prayer 
 
Karen is running a short ‘Zoom’ morning 
prayer service on Mondays at 9.30am. All 
are welcome - do have coffee with you if 
you like, and stay for a chat. It would be 
helpful if you would like to bring with you 
a Bible and the order of service which is 
available on the website or by email. 
To join, please contact Karen for the 
details (see page 2). 
 
Compline (Night Prayer) 
 
There will be a quiet, short service of 
night prayer (compline) every Thursday 
on Zoom. It will start at 8pm and will be 
no more than 15 minutes. For the Zoom 
link and other details, please contact Rev 
Karen (see p2) 
 

Other resources for worshipping at home 
(orders of service, prayers, sermons, etc) 
are available from our website 
www.boroughbridgechurches.uk or by 
email from Karen. 
 

Friday morning prayer at St Mary’s 
Dunsforth 9am continues weekly 
 
All services are subject to possible 
change and cancellation due to 
national or local circumstances 

 
Please see the website for up to date 

information  

 boroughbridgechurches.uk 

 

 
 

 

 

http://www.boroughbridgechurches.uk/
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St James’ Boroughbridge 
 

December 100 club draw results          
1st prize  £25   Mrs A Hudson    
2nd prize £10  Mrs A Aston  
3rd prize  £5    Mrs E Hollis  
 
January 100 club draw results          
1st prize  £25   Miss F Moulton  
2nd prize £10  Mrs H Astbury  
3rd prize  £5    Mrs J Rugg  
 

Entering our monthly 100 club 
draw costs just £12 per year, for 
more details or to sign up contact 
Neil Lister on 01423 579967. 

 
______________________________________ 

 

Christmas saw a wonderful mix of online 
and live services. Thanks to Rev Karen, 
John Moss and Rev Marjorie for all they 
have done and are continuing to do to 
keep our church communities connected 
in prayer and faith. 
 

 
 

During the pre-Christmas lockdown it 
was a joy and comfort for many to be 
able to follow some of our much-loved 
traditional services online such as Advent 
carols and the carol service with the 
reading of the lessons. We even had a 
tutorial video on how to make a  
Christingle! Not forgetting the new 
addition of our online advent calendar, 
coordinated, and compiled by John 
Moss. 
 

 
 
Our Christingle service was a much 
smaller service, but was enjoyed by all 
who attended, we were treated to a 
retelling of the Christmas story by some 
brave individuals from the congregation 
who put on an (nearly) impromptu playlet. 
 
On Christmas Eve we were able to hold a 
midnight mass service where the newly 
arrived Methodist minister Ian Pruden. 
gave the sermon. 
 

(Continued on page 34) 
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Christmas would not be Christmas 
without the St James’ Church prize draw; 
undeterred, Neil Lister organised our 
draw for 2020. Thank you to all those that 
bought tickets and helped us raise much 
needed funds.   
 

 
 

_______________________________ 
 

 

Unfortunately, as we entered the new 
year all hoping to forget the difficulties of 
2020, we found ourselves looking at 
another lockdown. With discussion 
between the churchwardens and then the 

wider United parish church council we 
had to take the difficult decision to close 
our church buildings to help protect our 
congregation and the wider community. 
This is being kept under constant review 
and we will reopen as soon as we believe 
it would be safe for us to do so.  
 
We know that there will be a range of 
views on this and our church council 
welcomes your views as this helps us to 
represent you and helps us to make 
informed decisions in difficult 
circumstances. 
                 

           Paul Farrelly 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

 
To Zoom or not to Zoom…… 
 

The 10th of January saw Rev Karen 
deliver the Sunday service live using 
Zoom.  
 
About nine or ten households took part 
which gave us a congregation of around 
twenty-one.  
 
After the service we broke off into smaller 
chat rooms of about 3-4 users which 
enabled us to catch up for a chat (it’s not 
quite the same as staying after the 
service for a coffee and catch up but it’s 
a pretty good substitute) before meeting 
back together at the end to say the 
grace. 
 
Now, if you have not used Zoom before 
or used it months ago and have not tried  
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it since I would urge you to give it a go. 
The platform has become more stable 
over the months and the users more 
proficient in its use. So ignore the scare 
stories and have a go! 
 
If you have previously used Facetime, 
Skype or Whatsapp video call then you’re 
halfway there already. 
 
If you want to give Zoom a go but do not 
want to try it in front of a crowd then 
support is at hand. The UPCC have met 
several times using Zoom so there are a 
number of users across all parts of the 
parish. 
 
One misconception is that you need 
special software or an app to use it. If we 
send an email invite, your device (smart 
phone, iPad, laptop etc) will do the rest 
for you. On a one to one session we 
could try it and also use the phone to talk 
through any issues to help get you 
started.  
 
The other thing to remember is that we’re 
not all experts at this but we are willing to 
help you give it a go. 
 
As well as the odd service we also hold 
Zoom prayers on Monday mornings and 
Compline on Thursday evenings. For 
more details you can contact the editors 
in the first instance. 
 
 

Thank You 
 

We would like to thank everyone for 
supporting The Parish Link over the past 
year. Thank you to all our contributors for 
sending in their news, stories, poems and 
pictures. Thank you to all our advertisers, 
who have continued to support us during 
these uncertain times. Thank you to our 
volunteer distributors.  And not least, 
thank you  to all our readers who have 
continued to subscribe to the magazine. 
 
We are always interested to receive new 
items for possible publication, which can 
be sent  either to your village  contact 
(see page 2) or directly to the editors. 
Text can be sent in the body of an email 
or using Microsoft Word. Please avoid 
using any complicated formatting, 
though. Pictures are best sent as email 
attachments, rather than in the body of 
an email or Word document. 
 

David Bellwood & Paul Farrelly 
Editors 

 

New Distributor Needed 
 
A new distributor for The Parish Link is 
needed for the Church Lane/New Row/ 
Aldborough Road area of Boroughbridge. 
Currently this is to deliver  about 20 
copies of the magazine. 
 
If you think you could help out, please 
contact the editors.

 

Volunteer now found! 
Thank you 
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