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In these difficult times, do remember that your Church community is here for
you. If you, or anyone you know, would like to talk to someone, or if we can
help in any way, please do get in touch with Karen, John or one of our
Wardens, whose details are all in this magazine.
You can also contact us through our website www.boroughbridgechurches.uk
and through Facebook - @boroughbridgechurches
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From the Vicarage……

A Rough Guide to Church

Dear friends,

useful to people we may do a few more
‘Rough Guides’ on other aspects of Christian
belief or the practical outworking of our faith,
including ‘A Rough Guide to Easter’ in Holy
Week. Do let me know if you have any
feedback about what might be helpful for you.

If I cast my mind back to holidays in France
and Italy that we were lucky enough to enjoy
up until a couple of years ago (and how long
ago it seems now!), I always found the
‘Rough Guides’ and ‘Lonely Planet’ guides
remarkably useful. As a not very seasoned
traveller, but still one who wanted to make the
most of where I was heading, it was
reassuring to be able to rummage through
the pages and reassure myself that I had
found some of what were regarded as
essential sights in the area, as well as a few
quirky possibilities to interest us.

My hope and prayer is that, as we travel the
unknown terrain of the coming year, our
“Rough Guides” will help us to travel knowing
that God is by our side, and to know him
better.
Every blessing, Karen

With this in mind, we are planning to run
some ‘Rough Guides to Church’ over the
Spring months. This idea was sparked off by
a few conversations with people in our
Churches who felt that they had never really
had it explained to them what it is we are
doing and why (or in some cases, they had,
but it was several decades ago and they felt
they had forgotten it all!) The Rough Guide
workshops will be a place where no question
is a silly question and no knowledge of
Christianity is required or expected – so it
really is open to everyone regardless of your
previous experience (or otherwise) of
Church.
Our planned three groups will be ‘A Rough
Guide to the Bible’, ‘A Rough Guide to Prayer’
and ‘A Rough Guide to Holy Communion’.
You can find details about these sessions in
this magazine. If these prove interesting and
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Dunsforth News
The Dunsforth Draw
December Results
1st Prize £45 Stephanie Pyrah
2nd Prize £20 Phil & Stella Jones
3rd Prize £10 Neil & Tracy Hardaker
January Results
1st Prize £45 Mike & Enid Cotton
2nd Prize £20 Carole Andrews
3rd Prize £10 Alex & Louise Boyle
Congratulations to all winners!

open), dark nights and a busy time of year
we had a brilliant turnout to both services.
I particularly enjoyed the Carol Service as
the ten readers of various ages (all of
whom stepped in at relatively short notice)
did an excellent job. A big thank you to all
of the good eggs who got involved!

We will be ‘refreshing our Draws’ in
Dunsforth with the new Dunsforth Draw
year starting in March. We’re hoping you’ll
join or rejoin: the more members we have
the bigger the prize money and the greater
the benefit to St Mary’s Church.
Please do contact Matthew Bean (on
07713245482 or email dunsforthdraw
@icloud.com) by the middle of February if
you are keen to climb aboard the
rollercoaster that is seeing whether or not
you get lucky in the Dunsforth Draw every
month!

Christmas services
We were very grateful to come together to
celebrate Christmas at two services this
December, the first being our Carol
Service which included nine carols and
nine readings and the second being the
Christmas Communion on Christmas Eve.
Despite a fairly fresh church (our Covid
measures involve keeping ventilation
through the church so leaving the door

Penny Denny at the Pet Service in 2021

Penelope Denny and Val Bailey
It is with great sadness that we reflect on
the loss of Penelope Denny and Val
Bailey, two wonderful and much loved
members of the congregation, during the

course of 2021. Both Penny and Val
served as church wardens and were very
active members of the church and village
community during their lives.

appreciate that we are very lucky to have
Karen in our lives.
Babies: We were delighted to welcome
Janie and Paul Beckett’s new baby Henry
(brother to Charlie and grandson to Mike
and Annie Wildblood) to the village in
2021. I nearly forgot to note here the birth
of my own son Alasdair as well in the past
year. Gareth and I are obviously delighted
about that as well… although, like Janie
and Paul, we wouldn’t mind a bit more
sleep.

We miss them. Penny and Val’s families
are in our thoughts and prayers.

New neighbours: We are also delighted
to welcome Chris and Michele Hyde;
Alison and Steve Taylor; Janie, Paul
Beckett and their (now!) two sons and
Jess, Will and their two daughters to the
village. We wish you all well and do hope
that your new homes are filled with much
love, laughter and happy memories!

Val Bailey

Other Reflections on 2022
Karen: Karen is at the heart of our church.
We are so incredibly lucky to have Karen
and her love, enthusiasm, hard work, zest
and depth of knowledge. I’m not feeling
eloquent enough to get across all Karen’s
qualities that brighten and add sparkle to
our lives but in short, we are so very
thankful to have Karen as our vicar and,
despite not voicing it enough, we do

February Calendar Picture

Events: The Party in the Park and the
Derry Brabbs photography evening and
village calendar (we’ve included a picture
of our February picture from the calendar
in this update) and cards were two
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extremely successful fundraisers. We live
in a very generous and sociable village - I
love this! - thank you so much for keeping
our community spirit so strong despite all
challenges in the last year. A massive
thank you to all involved and especially to
Caroline Sapwell for all her hard work and
meticulous planning in bringing these
events to life.

with all things church related in the last
year. Louise is a fabulous fellow
churchwarden - I feel extremely lucky and
humbled to be taking on these duties with
her and for the copious amounts of
support and help of our church and village
community.

Dates for the Diary – to which
everyone is welcome

New organ: A very generous donation by
the Leong family in memory of Val Bailey,
Lousie Leong’s mother, allowed us to act
swiftly when our old organ packed in. The
new organ is a wonderful tribute to Val’s
love of music.

•

13 February - 8:30am Traditional Holy Communion

•

27 February - 10am - All Age
Service
Lara Jones

War memorial TLC: Martin and Helen
Keen have very kindly taken on
responsibility from Peter Thompson for
ongoing care for the war memorial in front
of the church. A big thank you to Peter for
all his time looking after the memorial and
to Martin and Helen for taking this on. We
are all very grateful that this will enable
this important memorial to remain cared
for as is fitting, given that which it
represents and remembers.
New churchwardens: Louise Leong and
I took on the baton from Penny Denny
(who as mentioned with deep sadness
above is now no longer with us) and Fiona
Merchie during the year. Penny and Fiona
have put in so much hard work and energy
during their time as churchwardens, I
hope we can do them proud by continuing
their work. Thank you to everyone for
bearing with us as Louise and I get to grips
6
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Roecliffe News
ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB RESULTS

Church Services in Roecliffe Church
• Sunday, February 13th, Parish
Communion at 10.00am
• Sunday, March 13th Parish
Communion at 10.00am

DECEMBER DRAW
1st Prize £20 (77) Scott & Ann Green
2nd Prize £10 (124) Charlie & Jo Kemp
3rd=Prize £5 (2) Jo Mitchell
3rd=Prize £5 (121) John & Kelly Burks
3rd=Prize £5 (25) Hilary Airey

Due to President Macron’s sudden
change introducing a law refusing entry to
UK residents from midnight December
17th, Jill and I missed several Christmas
events in Roecliffe. We were really looking
forward to the Nine Lessons and Carols
service on December 17th as Revd Karen
had given us a service format including
the Christmas story and additional poems.
Also for the first time our representative
from the CCT attended.

ANNIVERSARY BONUS DRAW
1st Prize £20 (86) Richard & Rosie
Greenbank
3rd=Prize £10 (126) Jilary Newbegin
3rd=Prize £10 (97) Mary Barker
3rd=Prize £10 (60) Bernard/Elaine Porter
6th=Prize £5 (88) John & Judith Newberry
6th=Prize £5 (18) John & Susan
Fieldhouse

The Carol singing around the village
raised some £200, some of which will go
to The Children’s Society.

JANUARY DRAW

On Christmas Day we were lucky to be
able to hold a Parish Communion in the
morning, a lovely way to start Christmas
Day.

1st

Prize £20 (14) Rosemary Longbottom
2nd Prize £10 (4) Paul & Jo Dale
3rd=Prize £5 (80) David & Leanne
Silverwood-Dwyer
3rd=Prize £5 (137) John & Susan
Fieldhouse
3rd=Prize £5 (114) Jim & Jill Bolland

Having said all that, we did have a lovely
time in France with the family, having
booked a “Moulin” on a tributary to the
Loire near Blois. At the peak there were
19 of us!

The February Draw will take place at The
Crown Inn on Thursday, February 3rd
between 6.30 and 7.00pm.

I would like to wish all our readers A Very
Happy and Healthy New Year!
Jim Bolland
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Local Clubs & Societies
We’re delighted to hear that many of our local clubs are now resuming their activities.
Remember that any events may be affected by changes in local or national guidelines or
restrictions, so always check with the event organiser.
Jigsaw Club

Yorkshire Countrywomen’s
Association

Jigsaw Club meets in the Jubilee Room
above Boroughbridge Library on the first
and third Mondays each month from 24pm. Admission is £1 per session which
includes a cuppa. Jigsaws can also be
borrowed during library opening hours cost 50p per jigsaw. Contact - Dorothy
Griffin - 01423 341982 or email
dorothy.griffin94 @yahoo.co.uk

Thursday 10 February, 7.30pm in The
Jubilee Room. Laura Amies will give a
demonstration and talk on Vegan
Cookery and veganism – with tasters.
01423 325503.
Roecliffe WI
Friday 11 February, 7.30pm at Roecliffe
School. Paddle Boarding – ‘women of the
new generation’ with Jo Moseley.
Contact Susan Fieldhouse 01423 322335

Boroughbridge & District Historical
Society
Tuesday 8 February, 7.30pm in The
Jubilee Room above Boroughbridge
Library. Tony Goodall will give a talk on
‘The History of Alcohol’. The talk will be
followed by tea and biscuits.
Vistors welcome! 01423 324276.
boroughbridgehistory.co.uk

Mothers’ Union
Thursday 17 February, 2pm at St James’
Church. Rev Richard Cooper talks about
‘The Queen and her Faith’. Everyone
welcome. Refreshments. 01423 325405
or 323390. See page 29.

Aldborough, Boroughbridge &
Dunsforth WI

Kirby Hill WI

Wednesday 9 February, 7.30pm at
Aldborough Village Hall. Annual Meeting
& Social Time. Competition – a woolly
scarf. Tish Hall-Wilkinson 01423 325664.

Tuesday 1 March, 7.30pm in The
Coronation Hall. A Bridge Too Far – The
Battle of Boroughbridge 1322, by Louise
Whittaker. 01423 322991 or 322458.
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Our Yorkshire Winter
Our winters though cold hold pleasures to see
The intricate branches on a leafless tree
Morning frost glistening on a spider’s web
Whilst snowflakes flutter on the Herbaceous bed

Thank you for supporting my two
charities, Myeloma UK and St
Michael’s Hospice, by purchasing
my book of poems.

Some days we find are rainy and grey
Another we see the sun’s welcome ray
We don’t have a choice of rain or shine
But hope it’s not wet all of the time

If anyone missed out I’m on 322059.
Phyll - for the February Parish Link
2022

The glow of the fire bring pleasures inside
Whilst curtains are drawn the darkness to hide
Now we have time to relax and unwind
And dream of tomorrow and friendships we’ll find
The shortest day was in December
Happy days that we remember
We know that spring will soon be here
When daffodils and tulips will appear
February can be bleak I have to say
So spread some happiness every day
Don’t let the weather make you moan
Think of some people who live on their own
There may be snow and frosty weather
So share a cup of tea together
Then wrap up warm and take a walk
Enjoying some fresh air whilst you talk
The birds are still a cheerful sight
Visiting the nuts before first light
Very soon they will take a mate
Whilst hedgehogs continue to hibernate
For farmers it’s a busy time
Checking the new born lambs are fine
Fortunately their skills are quite amazing
As so many animals they will be raising
13
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Aldborough News
What a difficult and confusing time we
have been having – everyone back in
masks and many more cases of covid
infection occurring but, thankfully, a much
lower proportion of cases needing
hospitalisation. Sadly, there have also
been continuing covid deaths although
these numbers are also much reduced
proportionately. The latest figures seem to
suggest the start of a reduction in
numbers and we hope and pray that this
will continue and that, perhaps, in 2022 we
will finally see covid turn into something
more like “normal” flu that we live with and,
especially as we age, have an annual
vaccine against. In the meantime, we will
continue to remember all those we have
lost, from whatever cause, and thank all
the medical and support staff and other
workers who continue to provide our
essential services.
Many thanks to John Moss for taking the
Christmas Eve candlelit service which
was very well attended. Because of the
increasing numbers of covid cases we did
not feel comfortable asking everyone to
come together to decorate the church.
However, the candle poles, large amounts
of variegated holly, berried ivy from
various sites in and around the village,
gold sprayed pine cones collected from
the museum grounds and the artificial
poinsettias and candles we have stored
over the years, all combined to give a
traditionally festive appearance to St
Andrew's. My thanks to Bob and Beth
Walker, Elizabeth Smith and especially
Rachel Cornelius (who let me “prune” the
back of her enormous holly tree!).

Although the holly, ivy and pine cones
have now been removed, the candles are
all still in place and will be lit at each
service in St Andrew's until Candlemas in
February.

Festive Window

As I'm sure you know, St Andrew's is open
for visitors and private reflection during the
day. Many don't sign our visitors book but
already in January we have recorded
people from relatively nearby (Galphay,
Bishopthorpe, Harrogate and Boston Spa)
and from more far-flung locations (Oxford,
London and the Isle of Man). Though all
were appreciative, one comment stood
out: “Thank you for making such an
important part of English heritage open to
those who wish to find peace.”
Those of you who live in the village will
have noticed that the bellringers rang the
old year out and the new year in. This
longstanding tradition goes back to the
time when church bells were used to mark
virtually all important occasions both
nationally – coronations, memorials (as
with the Duke of Edinburgh's funeral last
year) – and locally – weddings and
funerals as well as services. As midnight
approaches, the bells are rung in rounds
and one by one drop out to silence. The

tenor tolls the 12 strokes for midnight and
then immediately all the bells ring as
quickly (and as well!) as possible. Alfred,
Lord Tennyson's poem In Memoriam
includes the verse “Ring out the old, ring
in the new, Ring, happy bells, across the
snow: The year is going, let him go; Ring
out the false, ring in the true.” that reflects
how widespread the practice was at the
time and many belltowers still continue the
tradition.

and send your payment (£10) by one of
the methods described on the form. Of
course, if anyone wants to contribute any
extra, this would be most gratefully
received.
Irene McCandlish
________________________________

Congratulations!
Sue – and all the Bellringers – would like
to congratulate Phyllis Steel, our
fundraiser extraordinaire, on the
publication of her book of poems on life in
Aldborough.

Friends of Roman Aldborough's (FORA's)
first talk of the year is a Zoom presentation
on Tuesday 8th February by Dr Adrian
Goldsworthy on “The Life of an Author.” Dr
Goldsworthy studied history at St John's
College Oxford and then worked at Cardiff
University, King's College London and the
University of Notre Dame before giving up
teaching to write full time. As well as
scholarly works mainly on the Roman
Empire, he has written a series of novels
about the life of a Briton serving as a
district centurion in the Roman army
based in Vindolanda in the late first and
early second centuries when Isurium
(Aldborough) was starting to develop as
the civitas capital of the Brigantes. FORA
hopes he will give us a real insight into the
process of bringing history to life for
everyone, not just academics.
For further details contact:
secretary @romanaldborough.co.uk

All proceeds are going to Myeloma UK
and St Michael's Hospice, and more than
£600 has already been raised. Copies still
available from Pybus's or Phyll (322059).

Finally, it's time to renew your subscription
to the Parish Link. This copy is being
delivered as usual but if you wish to
continue receiving the Link for the rest of
the year, please fill in the form included
(Aldborough residents) with this magazine
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Church Services
Sunday 6 Feb

10am Whole Parish Family Communion at St Andrew’s Aldboro’

Sunday 13 Feb 8.30am Traditional Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Dunsforth
10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Roecliffe
10am Songs of Praise at St James’, Boroughbridge
Sunday 20 Feb 10am Holy Communion St Andrew’s Aldborough
4pm Messy Church at St James Boroughbridge
Sunday 27 Feb 10am Songs of Praise at St Andrew’s, Aldborough
10am Holy Communion at St James’, Boroughbridge
10am Family Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Dunsforth
4pm Holy Communion at St John’s, Minskip
Wed 2 Mar

10.45am Holy Communion with ashing at St James’ Boro’bridge
6.30pm Holy Communion with ashing at St Mary’s, Dunsforth

Sunday 6 Mar 10am Whole Parish Family Communion at St Andrew’s Aldboro’
Sunday 13 Mar 8.30am Traditional Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Dunsforth
10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Roecliffe
10am Songs of Praise at St James’, Boroughbridge
Sunday 20 Mar 10am Holy Communion St Andrew’s Aldborough
4pm Messy Church at St James Boroughbridge
Sunday 27 Mar 10am Songs of Praise at St Andrew’s, Aldborough
Mothering
10am All Age Holy Communion at St James’, Boroughbridge
Sunday
10am Family Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Dunsforth
4pm All Age Holy Communion at St John’s, Minskip
Sunday 3 Apr

10am Whole Parish Family Communion at St James’,
Boroughbridge (joint service with Methodist Church)

Regular Weekday Services
Zoom Morning Prayer:

Mondays at 9.30am.
Please contact Karen (see p2) for the Zoom link.

Wednesday Communion:

10.45am at St James’ Church, Boroughbridge. The
church is then open for private prayer afterwards.

Compline (Night Prayer):

There is a quiet, short service of night prayer
(Compline) every Thursday at 8pm for about 15
minutes on Zoom. For the Zoom link and other
details, please contact Rev Karen (see p2)

Friday Morning Prayer:

Held weekly at St Mary’s Dunsforth at 9am.

Services may be subject to possible change and cancellation due to national
or local circumstances.
Please see the website for up-to-date information about all services
boroughbridgechurches.uk

From the Registers
We have welcomed into the Church through Baptism
•

Alasdair Jones (St Mary’s, Dunsforth)

Sadly, we have laid to rest
•
•

Colin Rose (Stonefall Crematorium)
Sylvia Palfreeman (St James, Boroughbridge)

May they Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory
Our prayers continue for all of our bereaved families
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Minskip News
Happy New Year to everyone,
hopefully we will be able to hold
more events without current
restrictions during the coming
months.

outside the village. Many thanks to
John Moss, Christine Wilson and all
those who organised the mulled wine
and made the delicious mince pies. A
wonderful start to the Christmas
festival.
Dot Wilson

Carol Service
Friday 17 December
This was held outside at 6.30pm,
luckily the rain held off and it was a
reasonably mild evening. Minskip
was certainly sparkling that night; it
was lovely to walk down the village
and see all the twinkling lights.
Once the PA system had been set up,
the organ was on a flat surface and
lights had been put up the drive we
could commence. Luckily a lot of the
people attending had brought
torches so there was plenty of light.
John Moss welcomed everyone and
Matty, one of our junior readers,
gave a very clear first reading. This
was followed by carols & further
readings which set the Christmas
theme perfectly.

Christmas Day
Christmas is a time when we
celebrate the birth of Jesus and the
coming Kingdom of God. This time
allows us to reflect on the needed
transformation of ourselves to be
more loving and compassionate to
all. This message can be easily lost in
the busy cultural pressures of the
need to get our Christmas cards sent
and what presents to buy, especially
with the commercial ‘Black Friday’
sales.

After the service mulled wine and
mince pies were served, which
everyone thoroughly enjoyed. Over
50 people attended, and it was great
to see families with children as young
as one year old, also some from

The wonderful Christmas Day service
lead by John Moss in front of Minskip
18

Church and around the Nativity
scene, allowed such time for sacred
reflection and celebration. The
Kingdom of God is about the
transformation of life on earth as the
Lord’s Prayer confirms - “on earth as
it is in heaven”. Transforming the
world into a world of justice and nonviolence. Whether we take the Good
News stories of the birth of Jesus
literally or metaphorically, discussing
the meaning is what matters most.
This allows us to be more beloving (to
hold dear to) of the mystical tradition
in order that a different kind of world
can be made here and now. Love,
compassion, healing and hope.

Sue Backhouse
We were tremendously sad to learn
of the death of Sue Backhouse over
Christmas. Sue was one of Minskip’s
great characters – lively, intelligent,
funny and kind.
She was a staunch supporter of the
church, especially loving our quiz
nights.
Our condolences go her daughter
Gail and her family.
Robert Beaumont

Olly Backhouse
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Anger and Heartbreak as
Vandals Wreck Nativity Scene
Minskip villagers were left angry and upset
after vandals wrecked a Nativity scene in
our churchyard before Christmas. The
Nativity was put in place in time for our
carol service on December 17, held
outside because of ongoing Covid
concerns.

As one of our church council members
said, love will always triumph over hate
and good over evil. And that’s one of the
messages of Christmas, so was rather
appropriate. But that doesn’t quite
extinguish my anger as churchwarden
that people should find it appropriate to
desecrate our churchyard.
Robert Beaumont

A central part of that was this lovely
Nativity scene, which three or four of the
church council had put up by themselves.
To have it just destroyed in this wanton
and mindless manner was heart-breaking.
And we all thought, why would anybody
want to do that?
Although the vandals kicked parts of the
scene all over the church, they didn’t
break them in two. So with a lot of love and
care, three members of our church
committee worked from about half past
eight one morning and put the whole
scene back together again.

Local Company Helps Restore Wall
by Robert Beaumont

The generosity of an award-winning North
Yorkshire brickmaker has helped our little
village church at Minskip to rebuild its
historic wall after it was demolished by a
reckless driver.
The York Handmade Brick Company, one
of the largest independent brickmakers in
the country, donated the bricks free of
charge.

This left the church council feeling very
angry indeed and we are currently
pursuing compensation. But the
generosity of York Handmade has
improved our mood, underlining the fact
that kind acts often follow selfish and
destructive ones.

This gift has enabled the church wall to be
completely rebuilt and it now looks exactly
as it did before the accident.
We were absolutely devastated when we
saw the extensive damage the out-ofcontrol car had done to our wall. It was
heart-breaking. As a small church, we
were struggling to find the funds to restore
the wall to its former glory, so this gift from
York Handmade has made all the
difference.
The reckless driver and his passengers
left the scene as soon as they could,
taking their smashed-up car with them, but
they left their registration plate embedded
in the wall. They were subsequently
traced by the police, but no-one admitted
to being the driver, meaning a conviction
would be hard to achieve.

Churchwarden at St John’s, Minskip,
Robert Beaumont, right, with David
Armitage of York Handmade by the
lovingly restored church wall

We are now very honoured to have
special bricks in our church wall from a
company which has been involved in
award-winning projects across the UK,
including the Shard, Highgate School and

London Bridge Station in London, St
Albans Cathedral, Magdalene College,
Cambridge, York Art Gallery, York
Racecourse and Halifax Library.
David Armitage, chairman of York
Handmade Brick, which is based in Alne,
near Easingwold, commented: “We are
absolutely delighted to help St John’s
Church. As luck would have it, we had
some bricks which almost exactly
matched the 19th century church wall.
Looking at the wall now, I think it’s

impossible to tell where our bricks begin
and end.
“We pride ourselves in helping the local
North Yorkshire community when we can
and this was a project which suited us
perfectly. St John’s is a lovely little church,
and an important part of village life, and
we know how upset villagers were when
the wall was wrecked. We are so happy to
have played our part in its restoration.”
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A Rough Guide to Church
We are planning to run a homegrown
‘Rough Guide to Church’ over the
next couple of months. This group
will suit anyone who has ever
wondered what it is we are doing
week by week and why, but felt too
embarrassed to ask.
Some of us were confirmed many
years ago and would like to have a
regroup and rethink about these
things, whereas others might feel
they have not really engaged with
these kinds of questions before but
are interested to know more. Others
might simply feel that it would be
good to get together and hear others'
thoughts.
The rules of the ‘Rough Guide to
Church’ are that everyone's faith
journey is respected and valued and
that there are no silly questions!
Rev Karen is planning three ‘Rough
Guides’ to be held on the first
Sundays of the month in February,
March and April at St James Church,
Boroughbridge at 4pm for an hour:
•
•
•

6 February: A Rough Guide to
the Bible
6 March: A Rough Guide to
Prayer
3 April: A Rough Guide to Holy
Communion

You can come to all of these or just to
the one that interests you. It would
be great to hear from you in advance
if you think you might come along.
If you are interested but are
disappointed because these times
and dates doesn't suit you, please do
let Rev Karen know (see p2) as if
there are several in this position, we
be able to run a similar group on a
different schedule.

Mind in Harrogate

Mind in Harrogate District have
established a new outreach service in the
market towns of Boroughbridge, Masham,
Ripon and Pateley Bridge to help support
local people with their mental health. The
aim of this service is to improve and
facilitate local access to information,
advice, support and training opportunities
via a weekly mental health hub in each
area.
Mind in Harrogate District are a local
independent charity and are part of the
national Mind federation. Based at the
Acorn centre in Harrogate they deliver a
variety of services across the district to
promote mental wellbeing.
They are now offering one to one
appointments in each of the
aforementioned areas to provide mental
health support and advice as well as
information on mental health training and
education. Kirsty will be available at
Boroughbridge Community Library each
Thursday and Masham Community Office
each Wednesday, and her colleague Ruth
will be available at Ripon Library on
Fridays and Pateley Bridge (Nidderdale
Plus) on Tuesdays. Appointments are
available between 10am and 12noon and
can be arranged by contacting Kirsty or

Ruth directly. Flexible packages of mental
health awareness and education
sessions, as well as formal Mental Health
First Aid training, are available to assist
local businesses, organisations and
schools.
In addition to delivering a mental health
support programme at the Acorn Centre
which includes activities and groups such
as arts and crafts, music, walking,
mindfulness, relaxation and more, some
groups and activities are also able to be
accessed online. Furthermore, Mind in
Harrogate District (working as part of the
Route 1 to Wellness partnership in
conjunction with Claro Enterprises, Orb
Community Arts and Wellspring
Therapies) are aiming to develop
additional groups/activities to take place
locally in Ripon, Boroughbridge, Masham
and Pateley Bridge.
Other services available through Mind in
Harrogate include telephone support
(8.30am-5pm weekdays), a mental health
befriending service and access to
affordable counselling services which are
accredited by the British Association of
Counselling and Psychotherapy.
Finally, as a small local charity they are
always looking for new volunteers and
fundraising opportunities. Volunteering
has been shown to benefit both the
volunteer and the recipient in terms of
their overall mental health and enables
individuals to make a real difference in
their community. For more information or
to make an appointment please visit
www.mindinharrogate.org.uk or contact
Kirsty on 07305 049296 or Ruth 07305
049223

Subscriptions

Quiet Day

Subscriptions for The Parish Link are now
due, and will remain at £10. Of course, if
anyone would like to donate any more
over and above the £10, that would be
most welcome!

We now have a confirmed date for our
Parish Quiet Day, which will be held on
Saturday 7th May, 10am - 3.30pm, at Holy
Rood House, Thirsk. Holy Rood House is
a wonderful peaceful house with lovely
gardens, food, a chapel, library and art
room.

We hope that you have enjoyed receiving
the magazine, and will want to renew. In
most cases, your distributor will be in
touch regarding subscriptions. Note that
some of the villages may collect their subs
in slightly later than others. For more
information, or to find out about different
ways to pay, please speak to your
distributor, or contact the editors (see p2).

Places are limited to 20 so please let Rev
Karen know (see p2) if you would like to
attend. The cost is likely to be around £25
and will include lunch and access to all the
facilities.
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The Mothers’ Union usually meets on the
3rd Thursday of each month at 2.00pm in
St James Parish Church, Church Lane,
Boroughbridge. Details posted on church
gate. Visitors any month are most
welcome.

Next Meeting:
Thursday 17th February, 2.00pm at St
James Parish Church. Reverend Richard
Cooper (Rector at St James Church
during the 1990’s) talks about ‘The
Queen and her Faith’. Everyone is
welcome, and there will be refreshments.
______________________________

We aim to:
• Strengthen communities all
over the world
• Help the most disadvantaged at
home
• Shape how we advocate for the
rights of families
Build supportive, loving
relationships
Develop your own relationship
with God
• Meet and relax in friendly
company
• Raise funds in a fun way
Why not join us and be a part of
something special as
we follow our theme
for 2022:
‘Transformation--now!’
Please just come along or contact:
Jeni 01423 323390
or Margaret 01423 325405
margaret.crawford47 @tiscali.co.uk
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St James’ Boroughbridge
December 100 club draw results

1st prize £25 Mrs A Archer (21)
2nd prize £10 Mrs R Hazel (5)
3rd prize £5 Mr N Lyon (50)
January 100 club draw results

1st prize £25 Mrs S Aston (270)
2nd prize £10 Mr T Marsden (37)
3rd prize £5 Mr K Edson (46)
Entering our monthly 100 club draw costs just
£12 per year, for more details or to sign up
contact Neil Lister on 01423 579967.
______________________________________

St JameS’ ChurCh
Christmas Tree
Festival 2021
The annual Christmas Tree Festival was
held on the 4th and 5th of December.
Traditionally, this event has been run by
Boroughbridge Community Care, but in
these difficult times BCC decided to
concentrate on their key services, so this
year it was organised by St James’
Church.

Lesley Ambrose receives the 1st
Prize on behalf of Havenhands Bakery

Adult Results
• 1st Place: Havenhands
• 2nd Place: Aldborough,
Boroughbridge & Dunsforth WI
• 3rd Place: The Allotment
Society
Children’s Results
• 1st Place: Boroughbridge
Primary School Early Years
• 2nd Place: Kirby Hill CE Primary
School After School Club
• 3rd Place: Messy Church
Many thanks to all of those who
supported the event by visiting, voting, or

entering trees. We had 273 visitors
across the weekend.

The St James’ Church Council would like
to thank everyone that supports our
church, your regular giving helps us to
continue Gods work in and around our
Parish, by far the easiest way to donate
is by standing order.

Due to the coming winter months the
coffee mornings are scheduled to
recommence at the beginning of March.

We also have a text giving service,
To donate;
£5 text STJAMES 5 to 70460
£10 text STJAMES 10 to 70460
£20 text STJAMES 20 to 70460

Future Services
13 February 10am Songs of Praise
20 February 4pm Messy Church (see
p32)
27 February 10am Holy Communion

Texts cost your donation plus one
standard rate message

Date for your Diary
We are hoping to have a Quiz Night on
Saturday 7th May 2022.

If you would like to give on an automatic
monthly basis
To donate;
£5 a month text MONTHLY 5 to 70460
£10 a month text MONTHLY 10 to 70460
£20 a month text MONTHLY 20 to 70460

Texts cost your donation plus two standard
rate messages
You will receive a receipt message every
time you donate – this tells you how to cancel
your donation should you wish - which is by
texting STOP to 70085 at any time.
Gift aid, if you are a UK taxpayer, by
following the link on the follow up message
your donation can be increased by 25%.

We can also now accept card donations
at any of our services or events.

Thank you for your continued support.
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at St James, Boroughbridge!
3rd Sunday of each month
20th February 4pm

Come and join in all
things rainbow: make
edible arks and decorate animal biscuits, build a giant ark
puzzle, make rainsticks, rainbow keyrings and animal masks,
hear the story, sing the song and celebrate with us!*

Bring your friends – see you there!
* we are unable to provide tea at present but have bottled
drinks available for children and snacks to make and eat.
We also have a baby area with toys to play with.

