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In these difficult times, do remember that your Church community is here for
you. If you, or anyone you know, would like to talk to someone, or if we can
help in any way, please do get in touch with Karen, John or one of our
Wardens, whose details are all in this magazine.
You can also contact us through our website www.boroughbridgechurches.uk
and through Facebook - @boroughbridgechurches
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From the Vicarage……
Dear friends,

swing at!” I thought – until I realised that the
tree had probably grown quite a lot since the
swing was installed! The swing collapsed a
couple of months ago (perhaps it didn’t
expect to be used quite so much in its old
age), and I purchased another one, with
extension straps, and extra special tree
protection straps, but never quite got round to
getting it fixed, as it felt a rather complicated
enterprise.

One of the great blessings of our Vicarage in
Boroughbridge is how many beautiful mature
trees we have here. As is often the case, this
blessing also turned out to be a bit of a
problem when we first arrived, because the
listed nature of several of the trees meant that
their preservation (probably quite rightly!)
turned out to be more important than my
internet connection! Thankfully, due to the
wonders of mobile broadband, we are still
able to be online pretty reliably.

Then one day, earlier this month, the tree
surgeons came around. I arrived back from
having a chat in one of our villages, and there
they were, deep in conversation. The tree,
they explained, is not what it once was,
magnificent as it still is. There are some
problems in the trunk which need to be
explored and it is likely that there will be kind
of tree x-rays (I’m sure that is not the correct
term) to find out how healthy, or otherwise, it
is in its insides. The fact that the tree is still
producing abundant life is a good sign, but it
may need to be cut back significantly in order
to care for it.

Although a number of the trees have
preservation orders on them, there is one
which has an extra special preservation
order. It is an unusually large and magnificent
walnut tree in the back garden. A tree
specialist has told me that they estimate its
age as being between 150 and 180 years old
which makes it a similar age to St James.
What a lot of change it must have seen in its
years! When I read the parable of the
mustard seed nowadays, I find myself
picturing our walnut tree: “when it has
grown….and becomes the greatest of trees
… the birds of the air come and make nests
in its branches”. How many thousands of
birds and hundreds of squirrels must have
found shelter and food amongst those
branches over its watch over the Church and
Vicarage, I wonder?

The tree’s diagnosis made me feel sadness,
but also hope. Nothing on this earth lasts
forever, but pruning, cutting right back, can
offer potential for the future. It is not
something I would have chosen for the tree,
but if it happens, we shall love it no less, and
it will continue to offer shelter, food and joy to
the inhabitants of the garden.

You might remember, if you have a very good
memory, that when we moved here, I wrote
in this magazine about the swing on the
walnut tree. “What a ridiculous height to put a

We may feel as if there have been times
when there has been significant pruning in
our lives, sometimes against our will.
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Whatever our minds tell us, our hearts rail
against changes that we didn’t ask for.
Changes in personal circumstances, health,
Church, work and family are a challenge, to
say the least, and moving to something
smaller and simpler can feel like a kind of
defeat. But pruning can offer all kinds of
possibilities for new growth.
If you feel as if you are being pruned, do not
despair. God is a loving gardener who will
always care for us. Whatever the future
holds, we will always hold a treasured place
in his garden, and he has plans for new life
for us, just around the corner.
Every blessing,
Karen
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Aldborough News
As I write, we are hoping that social
distancing restrictions will end soon, but
this still seems very much in the balance.
Nonetheless, things are easing and it has
been good to attend church in person and
have hymns and music once again,
although congregational singing has still
been limited to outside. Luckily the recent
good weather has made this a pleasure
but we hope that we may all be able to
sing in church by the end of summer. In
St Andrew's, the bell ringers needed their
first practice for nearly 18months in order
to be sure they could ring for a wedding.
It was great to be able to both practice and
celebrate the wedding. It was also lovely
to have the staff at the Ship turn out to
welcome us back when we went for our
first socially distanced outdoor event after
practice. With a new service pattern
coming into play for Summer and later, the
bellringers hope that they will again be
able to ring for normal services in St
Andrew's and St James'.

was celebrated by the choir singing “O
perfect love,” one of the hymns from their
wedding and by a round of applause from
the congregation.

This piece is somewhat shorter than usual
as I have been sidelined by knee surgery
followed by an additional hospital stay
after an unexpected but now resolved
post-surgical complication. Many thanks
to everyone who has sent best wishes and
offers of assistance. I am progressing very
well and hope you will soon see me out
and about walking around the village as
part of my physiotherapy. My one big
regret was that I missed the St Andrew's
service on 6th June when Frances and
Aidan's Diamond Wedding Anniversary

Irene McCandlish

The July FORA talk by Zoom is being
given by one of our members, Dr Nick
Summerton on “Medicine and Health Care
in Roman Britain” on Wednesday 7th July
at 7.00 pm. Nick, a GP, public health
physician and writer, has worked in
Yorkshire for over 30 years and has
special interests in diagnostics, screening
and prevention of disease as well as a
particular interest in Greco-Roman
Medicine. Nick is also a leading light in
FORA's development of a Roman Garden
that will be accessible to visitors to the
museum taking the “circular walk” round
the site. He is developing beds of plants
used and often introduced by the Romans
for treatment and to promote health. As
always, further details are at
romanaldborough.co.uk

A Big Thank You
Frances and Aidan Foster would like to
thank all the kind people who sent cards
for their Diamond Wedding Anniversary.
Aidan served for 29 years as a church
warden and Frances for 20 as the verger.
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Minskip News
St John’s Church Council met for the first
time in two years for the AGM on 31 May.
Robert reported the completion of the
transformation of the vestry into the UPCC
administration office, which will greatly
enhance the importance of the church and
means that it will be used on a much more
regular basis. There was an article about
the new office in the June Parish Link.
Camilla, our Treasurer, informed us that
fundraising in 2020/21 totalled £3,345.32
which was an excellent effort during
lockdown but more funds are needed to
meet outgoing expenses, in particular, our
monthly contribution to Parish Share.

Dates for your diary
Sunday 5 September – Scarecrow
Competition weekend Nursery Rhyme
theme. Barbecue at Denby House (kind
permission of Oliver & Camilla
Backhouse) results to be announced at
the Barbecue. Times TBA
Friday 12 November – Quiz Night
7.30pm
Hopefully these events & services will be
able to go ahead as planned & we look
forward to meeting up with everyone
again.
Dot Wilson

We have had two extremely popular
outdoor services at Christmas and Easter
which our Vicar Karen took, and in her
report commented that this encouraged a
wider cross section of village community
and others from around the Parish to
attend. She also commented on how
everyone in the Church & Village have
supported & strengthened one another &
persevered in serving God & their
neighbour.

Services
Sunday 1 August 10 am – Whole of
Parish Service
We are hoping to hold a Pet Service in
September – possibly Sunday 26th at
4pm
Friday 8 October 7pm – Harvest
Festival & Supper
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Nick’s Walk – An Update

I had decided some time ago to tackle a
challenge. Covid rather interfered with my
original plans for the old pilgrimage trail
from Central France to North West Spain.
So now most of the walking will be in the
UK starting in Yorkshire. I am hoping to
raise awareness of, and raise money for,
a disease called Multiple Systems
Atrophy.
At four weeks into the walk I have
covered just under 400 miles and should
have passed the halfway point during the
week commencing 7 June. With a switch
in the weather I am more worried about
sun cream than waterproofs .
Aside from some small gaps to fill in,
(logistical constraints as I need to find
buses, loop walks
or return-to-car
assistance) , I have completed:

•
•
•
•
•

The Wolds Way - Humber Bridge to
Filey
The Cleveland Way – Filey to
Helmsley
The Nidderdale Way – Up and down
the dale
The Herriot Way - Swaledale and
Wensleydale
The 6 Dales Trail - From Wharfedale
up and over some minor dales to
Wensleydale

I have made a start on the Ebor way
(Helmsley to Ilkley) which connects the
routes on the west and east of Yorkshire.
Next I am looking at the Dales Way which
would take me up into Cumbria and then
may be further afield heading south
through England, though I have to take
some time off to move house.

The nearest I have been to a blister is on
my hand from the walking poles on some
steep downhills, my left little toe was
getting sore but has survived with the
help of Compeed.

The location of the aches and pains
changes, but currently:
• The dodgy left knee does OK but
complains at the steep downhill bits
• The plates and screws on the right
leg are OK but the right hamstring
takes a while to settle down
• Muscles between the
shoulder
blades start to complain after about
10 miles despite the light rucksack
Thankyou for the support, encouragement
and donations so far, if you are interested
there are plenty of pictures on the Blog
site link below and a direct link to the
donation site.
nickkirkwood490634178.wordpress.com/
the-route/blog
Donate: juliakirkwood.muchloved.com/
Fundraising/Events/627537862

11

Roecliffe News
ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB
JUNE DRAW
1st Prize £20 (31) David & Adrienne
Bellwood
nd
2 Prize £10 (43) The Peacock Family
3rd= Prize £5 (97) Mary Barker
3rd= Prize £5 (98) Matthew & Emma
Lindfield
3rd= Prize £5 (42) Pauline Blamire
The July draw will take place at The
Crown Inn on Tuesday, July 6th between
6.30 and 7.00pm. It will include a Bumper
Anniversary Draw!
In July we will start collecting Racket
money for the year starting in August. It
will be the start of our 18th year of the
Roecliffe Racket Club! So if you know of
others who would like to partake and don’t
have a number yet, please let me know.

Date for your Diary
There will be a Parish Communion in
our church on Sunday, July 11th at
10.00am.
If we follow the same schedule in
August then we will have another
service in St Mary’s on Sunday, August
8th at 10.00am.

How lovely it has been to visit friends, both inside and out, since lockdown was eased on May
17th. Also to be able to eat inside in a restaurant. We now hope there will be further easing
so that we can travel more freely, but that is looking less likely all the time. However, June
has been such a beautiful month so far with continuous sun and much warmer temperatures.
On some days it has even been too hot to walk great distances, but when one has, invariably
our shadow has accompanied us. So much so that it has reminded me of a poem I read
recently by Robert Louis Stevenson called ‘My Shadow’. Probably a lot of you will remember
it:

I have a little shadow that goes in and out with me,
And what can be the use of him is more than I can see.
He is very, very like me from the heels up to the head;
And I see him jump before me, when I jump into my bed.
The funniest thing about him is the way he likes to growNot at all like proper children, which is always very slow;
For he sometimes shoots up taller like an india-rubber ball,
And he sometimes gets so little that there’s none of him at all.
He hasn’t got a notion of how children ought to play,
And can only make a fool of me in every sort of way.
He stays so close beside me, he’s a coward you can see;
I’d think shame to stick to nursie as that shadow sticks to me!
One morning, very early, before the sun was up,
I rose and found the shining dew on every buttercup;
But my lazy little shadow, like an errant sleepy-head,
Had stayed at home behind me and was fast asleep in bed.
So as we approach the longest day and the gardens are at their best, we remember the
lovely blossoms we had. It’s sad to think that the next time I write for the Parish Link in
August, we will be nearing the end of summer and looking forward to autumn!
In the meantime I hope you all have a good summer and keep healthy!
Jim Bolland
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Sunday Services

Sunday 11th July

8.30am Holy Communion at Dunsforth
10am ‘Songs of Praise’ Service of the Word at St James,
Boroughbridge
10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Roecliffe

Sunday 18th July

10am Holy Communion St Andrew’s Aldborough
4pm Messy Church at St James Boroughbridge

Sunday 25th July

9.30am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Dunsforth
10am’Songs of Praise’ service of the Word at St Andrew’s
Aldborough
10am Holy Communion St James Boroughbridge

Sunday 1st August

10am Parish Communion Service at St John’s, Minskip.
A ‘Whole-Parish’ Service with singers.

Sunday 8th August

8.30am Holy Communion at Dunsforth
10am ‘Songs of Praise’ Service of the Word at St James,
Boroughbridge
10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Roecliffe

Sunday 15th August

10am Holy Communion St Andrew’s Aldborough
4pm Messy Church at St James Boroughbridge

Sunday 22nd August

10am’Songs of Praise’ service of the Word
at St Andrew’s Aldborough
10am Holy Communion St James Boroughbridge

Sunday 29th August

Recorded YouTube Service in the morning.
6pm Sung Evensong at St James’, Boroughbridge

Sunday 5th September 10am Parish Communion Service , St Mary’s, Dunsforth
A ‘Whole-Parish’ Service with singers.
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Weekday Services
Morning Prayer:

Karen runs a short Zoom morning prayer service
on Mondays at 9.30am. All are welcome - do have
coffee with you if you like and stay for a chat. The
order of service is available on the website. Please
contact Karen (see p2) for the Zoom link.

Wednesday Communion:

10.45am at St James’ Church, Boroughbridge. The
church is then open for private prayer afterwards.

Compline (Night Prayer):

There is a quiet, short service of night prayer
(Compline) every Thursday at 8pm for about 15
minutes on Zoom. For the Zoom link and other
details, please contact Rev Karen (see p2)

Friday Morning Prayer:

Held weekly at St Mary’s Dunsforth at 9am.

Our current service plan takes into account the continued need for social
distancing (subject to the government's road map and Church of England
and Diocesan guidelines) whilst still maintaining a significant online
presence.

All services are subject to possible change and
cancellation due to national or local circumstances
Please see the website for up to date information about all services

boroughbridgechurches.uk
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Trees of Life
“When you lay siege to a city for a long
time, fighting against it to capture it, do not
destroy its trees by putting an axe to them,
because you can eat their fruit. Do not cut
them down to use in the siege, for the fruit
trees are for the benefit of the
people.” Deuteronomy 20:19

animals, all of which contribute to the
overall balance of life on earth. And yet we
continue to cut down those life sustaining
forests. Why? To clear land for the grazing
of cattle, to grow soya which is mostly fed
to intensively reared farm animals and to
produce the palm oil which seems to be
an ingredient is so many processed foods.

This piece of advice comes from a
passage aimed at the people of Israel
which sets out what is and is not permitted
in time of war. An appreciation of the
benefits of trees to us as a species is, it
seems, nothing new. However, our
appreciation now is much deeper than that
of the writer of Deuteronomy: they saw the
trees only as a source of food, so if ‘you’
weren’t a fruit tree then, sadly, you were
for the chop!
Yes, trees do still provide us with fruit, but
now we also understand the key role they
play in absorbing and storing carbon
dioxide, one of the key global warming
gases. An excess of carbon dioxide in the
atmosphere is one of the key drivers of the
climate change that is now affecting so
many parts of the globe. (I make no claim
to being a scientist, so please excuse the
simplicity of my explanations.) The
Amazon Rainforest has sometimes been
described as the ‘lungs’ of the earth as the
trees of the forest absorb CO2, break it
down and then release oxygen. The
rainforests are also places of enormous
biodiversity, supporting the lives of
innumerable species of plants and

(Take a moment to look at some of the
packets in your cupboard.)
In the book of Proverbs (31:8) we are told,
“Speak out on behalf of the voiceless, and
for the rights of all who are vulnerable”.
We have usually understood this in terms
of our obligations to other human beings,
but the other-than-human creation also
needs us to speak. And because of the
wonderfully connected world in which we
live, when we speak out for the other-thanhuman, we will find that humankind also
16

benefits. If we protect and look after the
trees, they will be able to continue to
protect and look after us.

the Bible more than any other living thing
apart from God and human beings. They
clearly matter. If you are a reader of
novels and would like to be even more
convinced of just how much trees matter
then you might like to try reading ‘The
Overstory’ by Richard Powers – a truly
remarkable book which includes an
account of a tree who sacrifices herself for
the sake of others. Does that sound a
familiar story?

So what might this mean for us in practical
terms? We might consider joining and
financially supporting an organisation like
Rainforest Rescue or, in the UK, The
Woodland Trust; if we have space in our
own gardens, we might plant a tree; we
might volunteer to help out with local tree
planting schemes. And as COP26
approaches, we might also think about
making contact with our MP and letting
him/her know that this is something we
really care about. Trees are mentioned in

P.S. Not very connected, but choosing
peat free compost really helps too!
Rev Dr Jan Goodair
Joint Area Environment Champion – Leeds
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Dunsforth News
Dunsforth Draw Results

Pet Service

1st Prize £45 Sophie Bean
2nd Prize £20 Pyrah Family
3rd Prize £10 Les & Julie Sanderson
Congratulations to all winners!

St Mary's Churchyard
gets some TLC
On Saturday 5th June, Churchwardens
Fiona and Lara rallied a troop of willing
helpers who spent a couple of hours
giving St Mary’s churchyard a well
needed spring clean.

We were blessed to have another
glorious afternoon service in the
Churchyard on Sunday 13th June, with 24
pets and 45 keepers.
All were impeccably
behaved; Gerty
Wildbood kept
everyone amused
as she howled
during the hymns!
Pets included dogs
of all sizes, Moon France (hen) and the
Bean’s guinea pigs, Pudsey and Hotspur!

20 villagers showed up with garden
implements in hand and thanks to Robert
Sanderson with his Merlo plus bucket,
took 5 loads of rubbish away.

Photography competition
As mentioned last month, we are having a
photography competition with the theme
‘Our Glorious Parish’. Twelve photos will
be selected by landscape photographer
Derry Brabbs, and will feature in the St

They were blessed with a beautiful day,
great team spirit and everyone was kept
hydrated with refreshments. (See front
cover picture).
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Mary’s Dunsforth Calendar 2022. The
competition is open to all amateur
photographers living within the United
Parish of Aldborough, Boroughbridge with
Roecliffe, Dunsforth & Minskip. Photos
must be taken within the parish.

Please send digital (JPEG) images in
LANDSCAPE format, at least 3600px wide
and 2-3MB to Dunsforthphotocomp
@icloud.com
Entries cost £5 for 2 photos (no limit on
submissions). Closing date Tuesday 31
August 2021.
Winners will receive 2 complimentary
calendars and a ticket to an illustrated talk
by Derry Brabbs in the Autumn. All
proceeds to St Mary’s Church, Dúnsforth.
Terms & Conditions are available on
request from the email address above, and
are also on dunsforths.co.uk
Caroline Sapwell
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St James’ Boroughbridge
June 100 club draw results
1st prize £25 Mr J Fisher (90)
2nd prize £10 Mr P Farrelly (79)
3rd prize £5
Mrs E Smiles (12)
Entering our monthly 100 club draw costs just
£12 per year, for more details or to sign up
contact Neil Lister on 01423 579967.
Our next services are…
11th July 10am, Songs of praise
18th July 4pm Messy Church
25th July 10am Holy Communion

New for the 3rd Sunday
of each month at 4pm,
a kind of Church
experience that focuses
on creativity, celebration and hospitality!
On 18 July “A Slightly Messy Baptism”,
we will have lots of fun with water and
rainbows as we think about “New Starts &
New Promises” and there will be themed
party bags for all. Come and join us! On
15 August “Very Messy Church” activities inside and out, story, songs and
a picnic tea!
Unfortunately the World Day of Prayer
service due to be held at St James’ on
Friday 16th July has been cancelled due
to the ongoing COVID situation.
You may have gathered that given the
uncertainty about July, the St James
committee has decided to postpone the
Vicarage BBQ and picnic. This will no
longer happen on 24th July, but we hope
will be possible on the afternoon of
the 21st August. There will be giant
chess and a quiz for those who are
feeling intellectual, and rather simpler
activities for the rest of us. We are also

hoping to host some of our marvellous
parish musicians! The church council will
be in touch with everyone soon to let you
know about the details of the event and
how you can purchase tickets.

Spring into Summer
At last the buzzards have some chicks
They will have fledged when you get this
The hungry cries from their offspring
Keeps them constantly on the wing

In our log store there’s a blackbird’s nest
The parents are the very best
Continually flying in and out
There’s obviously plenty of food about

The woodpeckers come in twos and threes
Filling up on nuts, then back to their trees
Sparrows, robins and blue tits too
Eager for food they join the queue

There is lots of noise in the laburnum tree
It’s host to many a buzzing bee
The recent weather being hot and sunny
Helps them make delicious honey

The swallows and swifts frequent the sky
Feasting on insects as they fly
For the call of the cuckoo I listened in vain
But its familiar call was absent again

We are heading towards the longest day
And still being cautious I have to say
The end of lockdown is drawing near
But with the Indian variant it’s still not clear

Continue to be careful

Keep well

Phyll June 2021

Books, Ecology and New Life
By Christine Jack, Diocesan Environment and Literature Book Club Coordinator
This year, we have not been able
to get out and about much.
Reading and television have
become important to many
and, for myself at least, working
with our Environment Book Clubs
has provided the opportunity to
give some thought and learn
more about some of the issues
with which our popular
environmentalists are involved.
Namely, David Attenborough and Chris Packham, both naturalists, TV presenters,
photographers and authors. David Attenborough treads carefully on these matters, but the
younger Chris Packham is more forthright. Both are trying to tell us that the natural world is
dying, and we have to do something about it. Chris Packham makes the point, presenting
an apocalyptic vision: ‘We have become Death the destroyer of world – the world – very
likely the only world in the known universe. And still we overbreed, spit carbon into the air;
massacre other species; crush ecosystems and burn our precious planet’ (BBC2
programme transcript). His is an alarming and calamitous forecast for our future and he
makes the case that the natural world – its care; its rescue – should be firmly in our minds.
Yet both hold hope for the future. We might call this ‘resurrection hope’.
We might call the catastrophe of our environment human sin. Meaning, when humans turn
from the life-giving God and try to find life elsewhere. God’s way of life can be demanding at
times, it’s no easy ride. As usual, we are asked to go beyond our individual comfort zones,
and look at the wider picture; beyond our own backyards and into the life of the wider
societal and ecological world. This is what we are doing when we go outside for a walk with
our family or our friends.
Each spring we welcome new growth, new life and new birth - lambs, chicks, flowers, rabbits
and eggs. As we grow older (although still enjoying an Easter egg) we might think more
deeply about dying and new life, and wonder what God’s promises hold for us. And this is
where our new understanding of the ‘interconnected of all things’ really comes into its own.
Creation is a chain reaction. It’s about us, yes, but it’s also about all that is around us, and of
which we are a part (not apart). We need a widening of the perspective of salvation which is
to include the whole cosmos. Climate change teaches us in an almost experimental way

that our actions influence not only other humans in a positive or negative way but also the
whole universe (cf. Romans 8.19-22).
For fresh inspiration, can I recommend a short story called The Man Who Planted Trees,
written by Jean Giono, who gave life back to an abandoned area just by planting trees. The
author tells us that the man Elzeard ‘knew how to bring about a work worthy of God’; he was
able to transform a deforested desert into the land of Canaan, with the strength of his hand
and determination. As a result of the creation of the forest (which stretches for miles), a
natural chain reaction takes place. Water comes back, followed by vegetation, natural
cycles and the mildness of the climate, families move there, social ties are formed again,
cultures and farms appear; in a word there is happiness and new life.
So as well as continuing with the recycling and reducing our carbon emissions, let us be
renewed from the inside, let our spirits be refreshed, and our resolve renewed. That’s what
resurrection hope is all about.
If you would like to know more about the Diocesan Environment and Literature Book Club
go to www.leeds.anglican.org/environment/training-opportunities
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From the Registers
Joined together in Holy Matrimony:
Leanne Barrett & Phill Holdsworth
(St Andrew’s, Aldborough)

Sadly, we have laid to rest:
Albert Thomson (St James, Boroughbridge)
Joyce Wheeler (St James, Boroughbridge)
Pat Cave (St James, Boroughbridge)
May they rest in peace and rise in glory
Our prayers continue for all of our bereaved families.
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Rev. Sykes and
Association Football
Rev. Frederick Galland Sykes was
Dunsforth’s first resident vicar and served
the parish from 1865 to 1911. He died on
27th May 1912 and although we failed to
note the centenary of his passing, he has
influenced the lives of millions of past and
present football fans and players. Not by
any means just a country parson for 45
years, but arguably Dunsforth’s most
illustrious son.
Efforts were made by twenty six named
Cambridge undergraduates (including
seventeen Trinity men) from a handful of
public schools to codify a set of rules over
the period 1838 to 1863. In the 1830s the
leading public schools played various
forms of football which they brought with
them when they went up to Cambridge. In
particular there was intense rivalry
between the undergraduates from Eton
who played the (minimal handling) “Field
Game” and those from the upstart Rugby
School who played something akin to
present day Rugby Union.
There were five attempts to agree a set of
compromise rules for what became
Association football, arguably the most
important of which was the 1856 “Laws of
the University Foot Ball Club” which
involved Frederick Sykes. These rules
were drawn up in the Michaelmas Term of
1856 by a ten person committee
consisting of two men from each of Eton,

Rugby, Harrow and Shrewsbury plus two
others (George Perry, Clapham & Trinity
and Frederick Sykes, privately tutored &
St John’s). Frederick and George were
mediators or perhaps acted as arbitrators
and owed their place on the Committee to
the fact that they had not been to one of
the major schools.
A copy of the 1856 rules is in the archives
at Shrewsbury School and is very similar
to the Association football rules we
recognise today. In May 1897, forty years
after graduating, Rev. Sykes wrote from
the Vicarage in Dunsforth to the editors of
the St. John’s College magazine with his
recollections of the way football was
played when he was at Cambridge and of
the Committee’s role in bringing order out
of chaos.
Peter Thompson

______________________

Poetry Evening
Due to the pandemic, we were not able
to have our usual poetry reading evening
in March this year.
This will now take place on Tuesday
October 5th at The Ship Inn, Aldborough.
More details will be available later.
Christine Wilson
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