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In these difficult times, do remember that your Church community is here for 
you. If you, or anyone you know, would like to talk to someone, or if we can 
help in any way, please do get in touch with Karen, John or one of our 
Wardens, all of whose details are in this magazine.  
 
You can also contact us through our website www.boroughbridgechurches.uk 
and through Facebook - @boroughbridgechurches  
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From the Vicarage…….     Making the right choices…..                  

 

Dear friends, 
 
If there’s one thing we’ve learnt over 
the last few weeks, it’s that living with 
restrictions can bring out the best in 
people and communities. 
 
I have had my heart warmed by 
getting to know the people in my 
street better, even though we are 
doing so at a distance. As neighbours 
come out to clap on a Thursday night, 
we wave at one another. People chat 
across the road from open windows or 
their gardens, and ensure that 
everyone is doing ok. On V.E. Day, our 
street, like many others sung together 
in solidarity all at the same time as 
keeping safe. 
 
Aren’t people wonderful? Facebook is 
full of good deeds being done, and 
kindness and compassion. Gratitude 
has come to the fore too, as our 
community recognises how very 
fortunate we are compared to many 
other places in our country and our 
world. 
 
Of course, there are plenty of negative 
places we can turn too. Our worries 
and anxieties can lead us to be 
tempted to judge one another’s 
behaviour, to deal less than 
constructively with our anger, upset 
and frustration. But we have the 
power to choose where to focus our 

energies and what to engage with, 
remembering to love our neighbour as 
we love ourselves, whatever that 
might mean in our context. 
 
As Dumbledore famously said (and 
quoting Dumbledore is never a 
mistake), it is not our abilities that 
make us who we are, it is the choices 
that we make. 
 
In a time where we must, no doubt, 
face many more weeks of restriction, 
let us try, as best we can, to make the 
right choices, to try to do the right 
thing, and to build up everything that 
is good. 
 

Every blessing, 
Karen 
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They’re back! Those wonderful Church Bulletins! 
 

These sentences actually appeared in church bulletins 
or were announced in church services! 

 
The Fasting and Prayer Conference includes meals. 
 
The sermon this morning: “Jesus walks on the water”. The sermon tonight “Searching for 
Jesus”. 
 
Ladies, don’t forget the rummage sale. It’s a chance to get rid of those things not worth 
keeping around the house. Bring your husbands. 
 
Miss Charlene Mason sang “I will not pass this way again,” giving obvious pleasure to the 
congregation. 
 
Don’t let worry kill you off – let the Church help. 
 

To be continued next month………... 
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Roecliffe News 
 

ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB 
MAY DRAW 

 

1st Prize £20 (137)  
John & Susan Fieldhouse 

2nd Prize  £10  (29)   
Jim & Janet Tulip 

3rd= Prize  £5   (10)   
Jenny Chisnall 

3rd= Prize  £5  (21) 
John & Judith Newberry 

 
The June draw will take place on 
Tuesday, June 2nd by Zoom from 
Vicarage Farm between 6.30 and 7pm.   
 
 

 
Supporting the NHS & our key workers 

St Mary's Roecliffe 

 
 

CORONAVIRUS 
 

A further thank you to our 28 Volunteers 
in the village, who continue to look after 
the needs of others who are not allowed 
out in present circumstances. Also to all 
the shops in Boroughbridge who are 
taking orders and delivering direct, or 
using the Volunteers of Boroughbridge 
Communicare. All are doing a fantastic 
job and always with a smile, and we 
thank you. 
 

VE DAY CELEBRATIONS IN 
ROECLIFFE 

 

What a glorious sunny day it was, 
temperatures in the low 20sC. What a 
day to go to the North York Moors or the 
coast for a good walk, but that was not to 
be with the current lockdown. So instead 
it was a great opportunity to take in the 
beauty of the season with so many 
blossoms out, and to really get immersed 
in VE Day 1945. All the village buntings 
and flags came out and anything we 
could find in red, white and blue.  
 
We started with the St. Raphael service 
and a two minute silence at 11.00am. A 
morning coffee break outside and then at 
3.00pm the chance to hear Winston 
Churchill’s “Victory in Europe” speech 
again, and to witness the immaculate 
flying of the Red Arrows over London 
with their amazingly accurate formation, 
and in stark contrast to today to see the 
vast crowds that flooded the streets in all 
cities.  
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At 6.00pm villagers were invited to go out 
into the street with a drink and celebrate 
our heroes from WW2. Many of us 
walked round the village in the balmy 
evening air, chatting to people we hadn’t 
seen for several weeks.  
 

 
 
And then back indoors to see other 
reminiscences from that day in 1945, 
before finally the Queen’s speech at 
9.00pm.  
 
The message from the day “Never give 
up, never despair”. 
 

Jim Bolland 
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THIS INTREPID LITTLE MOUSE 
 
(Just a little bit of humour in these 
still very challenging times) 
 
A mouse ran across the kitchen floor 
Someone shouted open the door 
Mother was standing on a stool 
The only way to keep her cool 
 

Then she shouted bring some cheese 
Suddenly he began to freeze 
Then got himself into a flap 
What if someone brought a trap 
 

The family stood so very near 
He had to run to disappear 
But would these people let him go 
Were they friend or were they foe 
 

All it took was a little glance 
Maybe he would take a chance 
He scampered past the Mother’s stool 
Showing he was no-one’s fool 
 

Suddenly he saw the cat 
Sitting purring on the mat 
His little heart just missed a beat 
Very soon he could be meat 
 

He saw the door was open wide 
Does this mean he need not hide 
So this intrepid little mouse 
Disappeared from the house 
 

Once outside he ran to hide 
Realising he could have died 
Having escaped this busy house 
Perhaps he’ll meet a lady mouse 
 

Keep well AND Keep safe 
Phyll April 2020
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DUNSFORTH  NEWS 
 

Dunsforth Draw May Results 
   
1st Prize £42 Jade Andrews 
2nd Prize £15 The Hartley Family 
3rd Prize £10 Jill Crook 
 

Congratulations to all winners, Upper 
Dunsforth well represented this month! 
 
It is obviously very difficult to talk about 
future events in these uncertain times. 
Reluctantly and sadly we have had to 
cancel this year's Country Fair and Dog 
Events. It is a particular shame as it 
would have been our 40th year of holding 
the event but we hope to celebrate in 
style and in good weather in 2021. 
We are hoping if restrictions allow to hold 
a late summer barbeque ..... further 
details on that and any other events we 
hope will take place in 2020 when the 
general situation becomes clearer. 
In amongst the gloom and anxiety that 
lockdown has brought to so many it is 
easy to forget the good things. We are 
incredibly lucky to live in beautiful 
countryside and in a community where 
people have shown such kindness and 
thoughtfulness. In Dunsforth our What's 
App group with almost daily offers of help 
with shopping, collections from the 
surgery, contributions to the 
Boroughbridge foodbank  etc. has been a 
great support not to mention the weekly 
videos of our Thursday clap for the NHS 
from Caroline Sapwell on her bicycle! 
With a wonderful array of outfits, 
ingenious musical additions and plenty of 
noisy clapping it has become quite a 

feature in our week and will be good to 
look back on. 
 

 
 
VE Day 
 
In Lower Dunsforth we had a splendid 
celebration of VE day in glorious 
sunshine. The village was festooned with 
red, white and blue balloons (thanks 
Caroline!) and flags, and many of us had 
little family picnics and varied attempts at 
Vera Lynn classics!  
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Last but certainly not least I would like to 
express another huge thank you to Karen 
for keeping our spirits up! Her weekly 
Sunday Service surrounded by her family 
(love the hats!) in her garden continues 
to be a highlight of our week plus of 
course everything else she has been 
doing for us. So thank you from all of us! 
 

Penny Denny 
 

VE Day in Upper Dunsforth 
 

 
 
Blessed with glorious weather and 
bedecked with red, white and blue 
bunting, Upper Dunsforth was primed for 
a low-key social distancing street party to 
celebrate the 75th anniversary of VE 
Day. At around 5pm, residents placed 
chairs at the end of their driveways or 
meandered up and down the street to 

meet and greet neighbours with a glass 
or two of refreshment to honour the 
special occasion – while keeping two 
metres apart, of course!  
 

 
 

Two of our neighbours decided on a 
drive-by in their open top sports car – a 
perfect day for flag waving with the roof 
down. We very much look forward to our 
next village celebration when, hopefully, 
we can all be a little closer to one 
another. 

 
 



Aldborough News 
 

 

Writing in the middle of May, the terrible 
toll of the coronavirus is starting to 
decrease and there are the first 
possibilities of easing of the lock down.   
 
We are all indebted to Rev Karen, her 
family and John for keeping us all going 
with our virtual church services and also 
for the links to material from Rev Alison 
at  Kirby Hill and elsewhere.   
 
VE day in Aldborough was generally 
quiet with most people celebrating in their 
family groups in their gardens but it was 
great to have the Union Jack bunting on 
the maypole (thank you again, Sean) with 
a variety of flags displayed through the 
village.  
 
 

 
 

The Thursday night clap continues and 
even when we cannot see people, we 
can hear the noise coming from different 
parts of the village. We are all also 
grateful for the many small acts of 
kindness that help make the situation 
tolerable, from regular phone calls and 
updates from friends and family, to 
shouted greetings and exchange of news 
over walls and hedges, to the essential 
help of the volunteers cheerfully 
collecting and delivering shopping and 
prescriptions.  
 
We must also thank all the staff at the 
Church Lane practice who continue to 
provide such outstanding help and 
reassurance in such difficult 
circumstances.  
 
The continued good weather (so far!) is 
also proving to be a blessing and now 
that the garden centres are being allowed 
to reopen, even if on a limited basis, we 
will at least be able to order our summer 
bedding and get our tubs, boxes and 
baskets filled and at least we haven't 
been tempted to get them done too early 
this year.  
 
Unusually for Aldborough in mid-May, we 
don't yet seem to have any swallows or 
swifts though I did hear some swifts 
along the Horsefair in Boroughbridge this 
morning. There was a high mortality of 
swallows and swifts in Greece this spring 
due to an unexpected storm on the 
migration path but most British birds 
come back from South Africa through 



13 

Morocco and Spain. We can only hope 
that some will make it back to their usual 
nesting sites soon. It would be a sad 
summer without them.  
 
Finally as promised, a further look at the 
St Andrew's visitor's book for the last 
three years.   
 
By far the most common descriptions 
used for the church (I gave up counting 
when I passed 70) were beautiful (or 
lovely) and peaceful – an “an oasis of 
calm”. Other descriptions included: 
marvellous, wonderful, delightful, 
exceptional, elegant, immaculate, 
precious, spiritual, satisfying, and 
fascinating and presumably, or in some 
cases obviously, from younger visitors, 
cool, epic, awesome and outstanding.  
 
The features of the church most 
commented on were the stained (or 
painted) glass windows – glorious 
windows according to one visitor – with 
the west window particularly singled out 
by some.  The rich history of the church 
was also very frequently noted and found 
to be interesting and informative – thank 
you Christopher for the updated guide 
leaflet.  Visitors also often commented on 
the atmosphere of the church – tranquil, 
welcoming, blessed and prayer-full – and 
how well looked after and cared for the 
church appeared – thank you the teams 
of cleaners and flower arrangers. At least 
40 people left their thanks for just being 
able to visit the church - “Thank you for 

keeping your lovely church open” was a 
typical note. The organ, the brass, the 
clock, the war memorial and even the 
bells and the carving of Daniel in the 
lions' den all had their admirers.  
 
As might be expected, some people(over 
a dozen) visited because of their family 
history either recent or more distant 
including descendants of Mark Smithson 
and of one of our “rotten borough” MPs 
but all were beaten by the visitor from 
Surrey who commented “My 12x great-
grandfather was married here 7th June 
1545”!!!! Several visitors noted that they 
were making return visits - “A church I 
always make for” said one visitor from 
Staffordshire.  But perhaps some of the 
most satisfying comments came from 
those who found St Andrew's 
unexpectedly. “Out for a Sunday stroll 
and stumbled across this amazing 
church, a real gem”, “ What a blessing to 
find this gem today” and “A hidden gem 
found by chance” are among my 
favourites.  
 
At this difficult time we still have many 
things for which we can be thankful and 
as the lock down eases we can look 
forward to worshipping again in our  
“wonderful church in a lovely village” 
where, to also quote our visitors, we can 
find “history at every turn” and a “respite 
from the world”.  
 

Irene McCandlish  
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Church Services, etc 
 

Resources for worshipping at home (orders of service, prayers, sermons, etc) are available 
from our website www.boroughbridgechurches.uk or by email from Karen (see page 2).  
 

St Raphael's is an online group created for the congregations of the Churches in 
Aldborough, Boroughbridge, Dunsforth, Minskip and Roecliffe to support and pray for and 
with one another, to share orders of service for Sunday prayers and other helpful links 
during this difficult time. Members of other Churches are also most welcome to be part of 
this group, as are those who do not usually go to Church at all. Being a member of the St 
Raphael's group is the best way to stay up to date with everything that is happening in our 
Parish. Please contact Karen (see p2) to find out more or to join.  
 

If you would like to be on a rota for reading or to write intercessions for our online services, 
please get in touch with Karen. 
 

Readings for June & July 
 

June 7th  2 Cor 13: 11-13, Matt 28:16-20 
June 14th  Rom 5:1-8, Matt 9:35 - 10:8 
June 21st  Rom 6:1b-11, Matt: 10:24 - 31 
June 28th  Rom 6: 12 - end, Matt 10:40 - end 
July 5th  Rom 7: 15-25a, Matt 11:16-19, 25 - end 
July 12th  Rom 8:1-11, Mat 13:1-9, 18-23 
July 19th  Rom 8: 12-25, Matt 13:24-30, 36 - 43 
July 26th  2 Cor 4: 7-15, Matt 20: 20-28  (St James the Apostle) 

 

From the Registers 
 

Sadly we have laid to rest: 
 

Ruth Bland (Roecliffe)  

Les Pratt (Boroughbridge Town Cemetery) 

Brian Thompson (Boroughbridge Town Cemetery) 

Margaret Bird (Harrogate Crematorium) 

Christine Allnutt (Harrogate Crematorium) 

Michael Broadwood (Harrogate Crematorium) 
 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 

Our prayers continue for all our bereaved families 

http://www.boroughbridgechurches.uk/
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VE75 Day Anniversary in Minskip         Friday 8th May 2020 
 

There wasn’t any hugging in the street today but . . . 
 

           “Never has a community, while so spread out, come together as one” 
“Even socially distanced there was a tangible sense of community” 

“It felt like the whole village was out” “Wonderful atmosphere” 
“Incredible experience in incredible circumstances” 

“Thank you to everyone who made it happen” 
“Making it so special and cheering us all up” 
“Great effort from everyone in the village” 

“Amazing afternoon, lifted everyone’s spirits” 
“Fantastic to see so many people join in” 

“What a welcome for new residents” 
“Proud to live in Minskip” 
“Uplifting and emotional” 

“A lot of kind people out there” 
“Village spirit, village looks fantastic” 

“Terrible proud to be part of the village - 
we will remember with pride & happiness” 

“Everyone was so respectful of social distancing.” 
“A young person saying, “That was the best day ever” 

 
These are some of the messages that 
have been received from residents after 
the village commemorated VE75 Day on 
Friday 8th May. 
 

 
 
Bunting had been made by the village in 
2012 to commemorate the Queen’s 

Jubilee. The bunting was snapped up the 
weekend before with well over 80 lengths 
of bunting being hung from houses, 
fences, trees, hedges and walls. The 
whole village flew the bunting from one 
end to the other. 
Households had picnics and BBQ’s 
outside their own properties, being able 
to talk to neighbours; everyone outside 
their houses. Virginia Akre, Minskip’s 
oldest resident who will be 100 years old 
in August and was in the WAFF during 
the 2nd WW also enjoyed an outdoor 
picnic in the garden.  
There was a minutes silence . . . then the 
music of Vera Lynn & other 1940’s big 
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band sounds floated from one sound 
system to another, along the whole 
length of the village, both the bunting and 
people singing linked each household 
together. 
On the daily walk from our homes we 
saw a Toy Sale run by very young 
children in aid of NHS charities, chalk 
pavement paintings, a cut out sculpture 
of Big Ben, a statue of a Soldier keeping 
guard, a Teddy Bears Picnic, flags, 
bunting and decorated tea tables.   
Song sheets were printed; Cd’s of 1940’s 
music produced and handed out. A 
vintage car and decorated tractor joined 
the village from end to end. Grass 
verges, Church grounds & roundabout 
area cut and tidy. 
 
Lock-down scrap books and photo 
albums have been made to remember. 

 
 
As one parent of young children said 
“What a wonderful, stay-at-home, socially 
distanced VE Day 75 celebration! So 
proud to live in beautiful Minskip. It has 
really raised our spirits at this testing 
time. Thank you to everyone who took 
part and especially those who worked so 
hard to make it such a special day – you 
know who you are!
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St Raphael the Archangel 
 

When the Church buildings were closed to 
help with social distancing during these 
difficult times, we found ourselves in 
unchartered waters. It is true that the 
Church is more about the people than the 
building, but given that we were not 
allowed to meet one another in person,  
and certainly not join together in a group, 
how could we possibly act as a community? 
 
Crises demand a whole different mindset - 
a huge flexibility of thought - and the 
people of this Parish rose to the challenge 
with faith, courage and great determination. 
So the first thing we did was to become one 
Church rather than five. Whether we came 
from 
Boroughbridge, or one of our villages, or 
further afield, we all needed the same 
information, we all needed to know  
how to support and pray for one another 
and our communites, and we all needed 
ways to help us worship together. For the 
first time, we found ourselves potentially in 
a position to be able to worship together 
without leaving our own village (or even our 
own house)!  
 
If we were going to be a new Church for 
now, we would need a new name. It 
simply takes too long to say "St Andrew, St 
James, St John, St Mary Dunsforth and St 
Mary Roecliffe". It wasn't tenable. Neither 
did I want any community to feel left out. I 
mused on the possibilities of choosing a 
name that encompassed all four of the 
Saints we are presently named after - 
perhaps something about the apostles (but 

that seemed to side line Mary) or perhaps 
something about Pentecost, because all of 
our namesakes' Saints were waiting in that 
room when the Spirit came. 
 
In the end, it seemed best to choose a new 
Saint, one we don't already know about, to 
help us journey in this unknown land. St 
Raphael's Church Community, named after 
the angel who is the patron Saint of healing, 
was born. His role would be to give us the 
assurance of God walking with us through 
these difficult times, as he once walked with 
Tobiah, as we share together in worship, 
prayer, comfort and support.  
 

 
Saint Raphael the Archangel 

by Bartolomé Esteban Murillo 



21 

St. Raphael is one of the 7 Archangels who 
stand before the throne of the Lord, and 
one of the only three mentioned by name in 
the Bible. His name means "God heals". He 
appears, by name, only in the Book of Tobit 
in the Apocrypha. The collection of books 
called Apocrypha can be found in some 
editions of the Bible, and contains mostly 
historical Jewish writings and what is 
commonly called "Wisdom Literature". It is 
accepted by most Christian traditions, as 
being secondary in importance to the canon 
of the Old and New Testaments, but still 
valuable and trustworthy for our edification 
and spiritual growth. Thus, readings from 
the apocrypha are sometimes included in 
the lectionary as options for our daily and 
Sunday worship together.  
 
Disguised as a human in the Book of Tobit, 
Raphael travels alongside Tobit's son, 
Tobiah. Once Raphael returns from his 
journey with Tobiah, he declares to Tobit 
that he was sent by the Lord to heal his 
blindness and deliver Sarah, Tobiah's future 
wife, from the demon Asmodeus. It is then 
that his true healing powers are revealed 
and he makes himself known as "the angel 
Raphael, one of the seven, who stand 
before the Lord" Tobit 12:15. 
 
Although only the archangels Gabriel and 
Michael are mentioned by name in the New 
Testament, the Gospel of John does speak 
of the pool at Bethesda, where many ill 
people rested, awaiting the moving of the 
water. We are told, "An angel of the Lord 
descended at certain times into the pond; 
and the water was moved. And he that went 
down first into the pond after the motion of 

the water was made whole of whatsoever 
infirmity he lay under" (John 5:1-4).  
 
Because of the healing powers often linked 
to Raphael, the angel spoken of is  
sometimes associated with St. Raphael, the 
Archangel. St. Raphael is the patron saint 
of travellers, the blind, bodily ills, happy 
meetings, nurses, physicians and medical 
workers - and so he is particularly relevant 
for these times. He is often pictured holding 
a staff and either holding or standing on a 
fish (you'll have to read his story to find out 
why). His feast day is celebrated on 
September 29, along with St. Michael and 
St. Gabriel. 
 

 
Tobias and the Angel by Gustave Doré 

 

The book of Tobit is an amazing one to 
read - a story of how two families far apart 
were brought together through their mutual 
suffering, and through God hearing their 
prayers and sending an angel. I think you 
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will find it fascinating and moving, and 
would encourage you to read it. Don't treat 
it as Bible study, reading just a paragraph 
or two. Instead, treat it as a short story and 
read it all in one sitting (it won't take you 
long).  You can read the book of Tobit 
online if it is not in your own Bible 
translation. I would be very interested to 
hear what you make of this story! 
 

Some of the positives gained from this 
experience of forming a new Church from 
those we love and will return to by and by, 
will remain with us. Many of us have learnt 
to use technology that we never dreamed of 
using previously and we will comtinue to be 
aware of its benefits. Those who had 
previously felt spiritually isolated due to not 
being able to physically attend Church, 
have commented on how they feel more 
part of our worshipping community than 
they have for some time. We have learnt to 
function as one community in a way that 
would have seemed most surprising only a 
couple of months ago. 
 

Some of the challenges remain. We are 
painfully aware that St Raphael's group 
barely meets the basic needs of 
communication with those in our community 
who do not have email. We are reliant on 
Church friends and neighbours to ensure 
that people are phoned regularly, that news 
is posted through their doors, and that no-
one is left out. 
 

St Raphael's is, like any Church, open to 
anyone. If you would like to be part of this 
email and communication group, please let 
me know (see p2). 

Karen 
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St James’ Boroughbridge  
 

May 100 club draw results 
1st prize  £25    Miss S Farrer (77) 
2nd prize £10   Mrs JM Crook (76) 
3rd prize  £5     Mrs A Collins (88) 
For £12 per year you can join the monthly draw contact Neil Lister on 
01423 579967. 
   _______________________________________________________ 

 
 

VE Day 75th Anniversary in 

Boroughbridge. 

Although Boroughbridge wasn’t 

able to celebrate the 75th 

anniversary of VE Day quite the 

way we had envisaged there was 

still a lot going on all the same. 

Church Lane Boroughbridge 
celebrated the V.E. Day 
anniversary in style this May. 

Many of the houses (including the 
Church and Vicarage) sported bunting, 
balloons and all kinds of festive 
decoration.  

At 10.15am we all came out of our 
houses into our front gardens and 
began our sing-a-long, which 
started with a solo from Jess 
Gardiner, singing "Somewhere over 
the Rainbow" - a most poignant 
reminder to us all of the challenges 
we face and the gratitude that we 
have to our NHS.  
Continued on page 29 
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BISHOP NICK’S VISIT TO MINSKIP 

 
Although this article was written five 

years ago, it is still very timely. Not only 

does it recall a tremendously happy 

occasion for our parish, the article also 

makes reference to Bishop Nick’s superb 

communication skills and his 

compassion. These have never been 

more in evidence than during this current 

Covid-19 crisis… 

 
So here goes… 
  
We were very honoured indeed to 

welcome the new Bishop of Leeds, the Rt 

Rev Nick Baines, to our lovely little 

church of St John’s in Minskip on Sunday 

September 27. As this was a very special 

occasion, all other services in the parish 

that day were cancelled. 

 

The church itself was looking very pretty, 

with gorgeous flowers arranged by 

Minskip parishioners. There were no 

spare seats in the house as worshippers 

from the neighbouring parishes came to 

hear Bishop Nick preach. He did not 

disappoint.  Recognised as one of the 

finest communicators in the Church of 

England today, his sermon was an object 

lesson in how to express complex 

religious truths in a humane, accessible 

and powerful manner. The theme of his 

sermon, in which the congregation joined 

in to sign Alleluia, was the importance of 

being honest and transparent towards 

each other and, equally importantly, 

towards God.  

 

A fanatical Liverpool FC supporter, he 

even managed to namecheck his 

beloved football team in the sermon. It 

was fitting that they had actually won a 

match, not a regular occurrence this 

season, the day before, so Bishop Nick’s 

trademark smile, never far from his lips, 

was even wider than usual.  

 

 
 

After the memorable service, in which he 

was supported by his chaplain, the Rev 

Lynn Thorius and our very own John 

Moss, Bishop Nick took time out to speak 
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to as many members of the congregation 

as he could, both outside the church and 

in Minskip Village Hall, where coffee and 

biscuits were served. An accomplished 

conversationalist as well as preacher, he 

left a lasting impression on all those to 

whom he spoke. After a private lunch, he 

left Minskip in the early afternoon to 

preach in the Yorkshire Dales, 

graphically illustrating how he is 

determined to be a physical, as well as 

spiritual, presence in our new diocese. 

 

The Rev Lynn Thorious reflected: 

“Thinking about our visit, what comes to 

mind are words such as welcoming, 

warm, spiritual, joyful, engaging, 

enduring and of course hospitality with 

worship of our Lord Jesus Christ at the 

heart of and centre of all. Some people 

think that the rural church is dead or 

dying. After my visit to Minskip, I think 

not. My blessings to you all.”  

  

It is fair to say that the creation of the 

new diocese of West Yorkshire and the 

Dales wasn’t greeted with universal 

approval. But with his compassion, his 

faith, his vision and his intelligence, 

Bishop Nick has already proved to be a 

great asset to our new diocese. We were 

honoured – and blessed – to have him at 

Minskip.   

 

Robert Beaumont, Minskip Church 

Warden 
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As we continued our sing-a-
long with "We'll meet again", 
"The White Cliffs of Dover" 
and a rather loud and 
enthusiastic version of "All 
you need is love", a reporter 
from Harrogate's online 
newspaper The Stray Ferret, 
recorded us an then 
interviewed members of the 
street.  
 
 

 
 
Following the community 
singing, we all sang the 
National Anthem together 
and then settled down to a 
social distancing coffee 
morning from our own 
gardens whilst Jess and 
Immie Gardiner entertained 
the troops on the flute and 
recorder.  
 
 

 
 
A YouTube video of prayers 
for the anniversary was 
available for those who 
wished to follow it. There 
was a wonderful atmosphere 
that morning, the sun was 
shining brightly and we all 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
opportunity to celebrate 
together. 
Continued on page 31 
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Thank you to Jenny for designing the 
wonderful backgrounds for the days 
running order and the song sheets. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Nation’s 

Toast to the 

Heroes of World 

War II 
“To those who gave so 

much” 

“We thank You” 
 

Thank you to Rev Karen for the 
prayers, act of remembrance and 
thanksgiving, to Jess & Imme for 
their musical contributions, to all 
those who joined in with the 
community celebrations.  
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