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In these difficult times, do remember that your Church community is here for
you. If you, or anyone you know, would like to talk to someone, or if we can
help in any way, please do get in touch with Karen, John or one of our
Wardens, all of whose details are in this magazine.
You can also contact us through our website www.boroughbridgechurches.uk
and through Facebook - @boroughbridgechurches

From the Vicarage…….
Dear friends,

Lent this year will not be about giving things
up: it will be about reflection and thinking
about how we can balance our lives and
remain hopeful. Just before lent started sixtyfive "Lent-in-a-Bag"s were delivered around
the people of our parish enabling more
people to engage with the Church seasons
and this important time of reflection. We are
encouraging all those of you who can access
the technology (and please let us know if you
can't) to engage with our Church services on
Sundays and also our Wednesday evening
zoom Lent groups, which will be run by
myself and Ian, our Methodist Minister. In a
year when it has been extraordinarily difficult
to live balanced lives, these groups will be
following on from the ideas we first
considered in our Epiphany "Stars of Hope"
to help us all to think about how we celebrate,
create, encourage, share, reflect and pray in
this complicated time.

Despite the pattern of the Church year giving
us form and purpose, there is part of my brain
that still thinks in "terms" having had school
age children in the house for the past 23
years! (My eldest has his 27th birthday next
week - where did that time go?)
So as we approach the February break, I
have been reflecting on the past half term how much has changed! Many local people
have had their first vaccination now which is
a great sign of hope - but of course we are
still in the middle of a pretty strict lockdown
and are uncertain about the way forward. We
have also had the snowiest winter I can
remember for years, which has been a
blessing to some and a real problem for
others. We began the year with live Church
and our Epiphany "Stars of Hope" but now we
have moved mostly online; though the
increasing use of zoom services rather than
Youtube has given us more opportunities for
a catch up over coffee and more interactive
services.

I am also delighted that we will have three
guest preachers for our zoom Sunday
services in lent: Revd Marjorie Warner, Revd
Wilf Gowing, and Bishop Helen-Ann. Bishop
Helen-Ann will also be joining us at our all
age Youtube service for Palm Sunday, so we
have lots to look forwards to!

In other words: change has become the
name of the game! We are constantly
adapting and want to be able to continue to
support one another practically, spiritually
and emotionally.

With my love and prayers as we move
through early Spring together and towards
the resurrection hope of Easter,
Karen

3

4

5

6

‘The Parish Link’
As we sit down with a drink
Enjoying reading The Parish Link
With colourful pages and village news
Appreciating different points of views

In Dunsforth you can plan a time
To go and sample the local wine
So when The Link comes to your door
Read the ad’s – there’s so much more

If we read between the lines
It’s helpful in these challenging times
To think ahead and make a plan
So read the ad’s and you’ll find you can

Reverend Karen brings focus and care
Faith and hope that we can share
Our Editors and contacts give their time
Whilst I try to write a topical rhyme

If Archaeology is your thing
You only have to give Irene a ring
If you need some curtains sewing
Or maybe soon your lawn needs mowing

As was said a month ago
Income now is very low
So to continue with The Link
Ten pounds is value don’t you think

If you’re looking out for fame
Maybe tennis is your game
Keeping mobile is a must
So in Lynne we put our trust

We know that it’s a very GOOD BUY
So please support or it could be GOODBYE
Phyll February 2021
Hands Face Space
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Roecliffe News
ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB
FEBRUARY DRAW

Long Ago

1st Prize £20 (87) Richard/Rosie Greenbank
2nd Prize £10 (126) Hilary Newbegin
3rd= Prize £5 (60) Bernard & Elaine Porter
3rd= Prize £5 (45) Jenny Chisnall
3rd =Prize £5 (121) John & Kelly Burks

For a recent birthday I was given a
marvellous present; a book of poems
entitled “A poem for every day of the year”
edited by Allie Esiri. I was reading the poem
for February 9th titled ‘It was long ago’ by
Eleanor Farjeon. The first verse goes:

The March draw will take place by Zoom on
Tuesday, March 2nd between 6.30 and
7.00pm.

I’ll tell you, shall I, something I remember?
Something that still means a great deal to me.
It was long ago.
etc.etc…..

With the squalls of snow falling outside it
reminded me of winters gone when we didn’t
have meteorologists calling a brief cold spell
a “Beast from the East”. When we had
proper winters like 1947 and 1962/63. What
would they be called now with feet of snow
falling day after day, and the bitter NE winds
blowing?
I do remember the 1947 winter as then as a
child the idea of tobogganing was high on my
wish list and my father bought my brother
and I a “Flexible Flyer” sledge. Luckily one
could steer this since on one occasion going
down a hill in Kettering towards the golf club,
on turning a corner, to our horror, were in
direct line for a van coming up the hill! It was
a single track road and I managed to steer
into a Blackthorn hedge at the side of the
track! Apart from some scratches we lived!
But that winter didn’t really start until March
whereas the winter of 62/63 started on
Boxing Day 1962 and lasted until March
1963.I had just started working in Barry,
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South Wales and going back to work by train
from Harrogate on that Boxing Day ran into
very heavy snow and in fact was on the last
train to get through from Gloucester to
Cardiff. The snow wouldn’t relent, the winds
from the east were savage, but the roads
were kept open so I could get to work. I was
staying in a boarding house as I was only in
Barry for six months, and spent most of the
evenings thawing out frozen pipes, both
internal and external. Now those were real
winters, but how would they be described by
meteorologists now!
But, now back to the present day! We do
seem to be having a proper winter by today’s
standards. Scotland might say that their
winters are still as in our past with minus 23C
in Braemar, and several feet of snow!
Here we have been having cold nights and
sunny days and there is still a little snow
lingering on north facing buildings and land.
It has been good getting out for a brisk walk
and to see the snowdrops in full flower, and
the daffodils and crocus pushing through the
frozen ground. If you are lucky you might
meet someone to have a chat to! That
means a lot in these times.
Next week we have Shrove Tuesday and
Ash Wednesday, which means that Easter is
only a little over six weeks away. So
although our pub and church are currently
closed we can look forward to Spring and the
hedgerows springing to life. Lockdown is
hard for many of us, especially those living
on their own, so why not lighten their winter
by giving someone you know a ring. It will be
most appreciated.
Jim Bolland
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Church Services
Morning Prayer: Karen runs a short Zoom morning prayer service on Mondays at
9.30am. All are welcome - do have coffee with you if you like, and stay for a chat. The order
of service is available on the website. Please contact Karen (see p2) for the Zoom link.
Wednesday Communion: 10.45am at St James’ Boroughbridge has now restarted. The
church is then open for private prayer afterwards.
Compline (Night Prayer): There is a quiet, short service of night prayer (compline) every
Thursday on Zoom. It will start at 8pm and will be no more than 15 minutes. For the Zoom
link and other details, please contact Rev Karen (see p2)
Friday Morning Prayer weekly at St Mary’s Dunsforth 9am (excl. Apr 2, see below)
Zoom Sunday Services
• Sunday 7th March
Preacher: Bishop Helen-Ann of Ripon
• Sunday 14th March
Preacher: Revd Karen Gardiner
• Sunday 21st March
Preacher: Revd Marjorie Warner
These services will begin at 10am each week – the order of service can be viewed or
downloaded from the website. Please contact Rev Karen for the Zoom link.
On March 14 (Mothering Sunday) St James’ Church will also be open for private prayer.

Palm Sunday, 28th March: We will celebrate predominantly on YouTube with
a recorded address by Bishop Helen-Ann. See website for the link.
Good Friday, 2nd Apr: 10am Communion service at St Mary’s, Dunsforth
2pm Service of the Last Hour at St Andrew’s, Aldborough
Holy Saturday, 3rd Apr: 4pm All-age outdoor service at St John’s, Minskip
Easter Sunday, 4th Apr: 6.30am Outdoor Sunrise Service at Aldborough (Venue TBC)
9am Easter Day Service at St Mary’s, Roecliffe, Rev Wilf Gowing (booking required)
10am Easter Day Service at St James’ Boroughbridge, Rev Marjorie Warner (booking req’d)
10am Easter Day Zoom service online (contact Rev Karen for link)
4pm All-age Service at St Mary’s, Dunsforth (booking required)

For services which require booking in advance, please use the booking form
on the website, or contact our administrator Caroline (see p2).
Please see the website for up to date information about all services

boroughbridgechurches.uk
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St James’
Church
text giving
service.
The PCC would like to thank
all the friends of St James church for their continued support. As with all
organisations at this time raising funds
has never been more challenging.
Donations can currently be made by standing order, by cheque and by our
parish envelope giving scheme.
To complement the existing schemes we are pleased to be able to
introduce our new mobile phone text giving service.
It’s simple to use,

To donate £5 text STJAMES 5 to 70460
To donate £10 text STJAMES 10 to 70460
To donate £20 text STJAMES 20 to 70460
Texts cost your donation plus one standard rate message
If you would like to give on an automatic monthly basis

To donate £5 a month text MONTHLY 5 to 70460
To donate £10 a month text MONTHLY 10 to 70460
To donate £20 a month text MONTHLY 20 to 70460
Texts cost your donation plus two standard rate messages
You will receive a receipt message every time you donate – this tells you
how to cancel your donation should you wish - which is by texting STOP to
70085 at any time.

Gift aid, if you are a UK tax payer, by following the link on the follow up
message your donation can be increased by 25%.
Thank you for your support and stay safe from St James’ PCC

Dunsforth News
February Dunsforth Draw Results
1st Prize £42 Keira Andrews
2nd Prize £15 Mark & Wendy Dobby
3rd Prize £10 Valerie Thompson
Congratulations to all winners!

Dunsforth Draw 2021
St Mary's Church really appreciates your
support and we hope you will continue to
support the Draw. Thanks very much to all
who have already subscribed.
If you haven't already done so please give
cheques or cash to either myself or
Matthew Bean in good time for the first
Draw which will take place in early March.
We can supply bank details if you would
rather pay that way and obviously
standing orders are much appreciated.
The cost is £24.00 for the year (£2.00 per
month).
Any queries please contact myself:
penelopedenny @tiscali.co.uk or
Matthew: dunsforthdraw @icloud.com
Thank you!
Forthcoming Events: Next issue!
Penny Denny
(Editor’s note: For Dunsforth Church
Services, please see page 11)

Aldborough News
It is difficult to believe that on March 12th it
will be a year since the start of the first
lockdown, just 6 weeks after the first
cases in the UK were reported on January
29th. Then we were planning for the
Church Council AGM and the Mothering
Sunday Service but the pandemic
restrictions prevented most of our plans
and almost totally altered the ways that we
“attended” church services and held
meetings. Lent is now here although with
an emphasis on reflection, balancing our
lives and maintaining hope rather than
giving things up. Easter this year, more
than is often the case, will be a sign of
hope and new life. Certainly, as more and
more of us complete our vaccination
courses and if covid numbers keep
dropping, we can again look forward to
services in church. It would be wonderful
if we could again have our outdoor Easter
Sunrise Service on 4th April but it's
perhaps too early to think of that as I write
in mid February – a case of watch this
space! (Editor’s note: see page 11 for
services)
Once again, thanks to both Rev Karen and
her family and to John Moss and all the
readers and musicians for everything that
they continue to do to provide us with
support and ongoing services. The live
Zoom services in particular have been fun
with the chat rooms at the end allowing us
the opportunity to catch up with people
across the parish whom we might not
otherwise encounter. However, it will be
great to see everyone in person, I hope, in
the not too distant future.

Snowdrops in snow at St Andrew's

On Tuesday March 9th from 7-8pm,
Friends of Roman Aldborough (FORA) is
holding a Zoom-only presentation by
English Heritage Conservator Leesa
Vere-Stevens on “Conservation of the
collection for the new displays at
Aldborough Museum”.
As you may know, before the lockdown,
English Heritage had decided to
completely renovate the displays in the
museum introducing some new items
(including for the first time some of the
lovely glass from the site), bringing back
some wonderful (and colourful) items from
the English Heritage stores, and including
some important finds from the recent digs.
These have been reorganised into
discrete themes including daily life, crafts,

dining, religion and personal adornment.
Leesa will tell us how the artefacts were
selected and prepared for display. For
further details contact secretary@
romanaldborough.co.uk.
You can also hear more about the new
displays with Rose Ferraby at:
soundcloud.com/soundingaldborough/
sounding-aldborough-episode-6-the-museum

(or just search ‘sounding aldborough
museum’) but be sure also to visit the
renovated museum when it reopens.
Irene McCandlish
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Lent Course
At the centre of this year’s Lent Course,
which is based on ancient Monastic
rhythms, is that human beings need
pattern and balance and rhythm in their
lives. Traditionally these were called
“Rules of Life”, but that doesn’t quite
capture the Spirit of them. St Benedict,
whose rule is perhaps the best known,
was not a harsh task master: rather, he
believed that in a balance of work and rest
and prayer, we find God and we find
ourselves. It is a pattern that we see
Jesus following in the Gospels – he works,
he prays, and he rests – none are
indispensable. With no work, or no rest, or
no prayer, we become less healthy and
less whole, and are unable to be the
people that God calls us to be.

Lent is the perfect time to reflect on these
things, pandemic or no pandemic – but at
a time when many of the things we rely on
to help us keep in balance are no longer
there – it becomes absolutely crucial. So
on our six Wednesdays we will be using
video, music, readings and conversation
to think about how celebration, creativity,
rest, encouragement, reflection and prayer
are necessary for our spiritual, physical
and mental health, and how God uses all
these things to draw us closer to him,
closer to one another, and more in touch
with our world. The course runs on
Wednesdays through Lent, 7pm via Zoom
(access the link through the St Raphael
community or by emailing Karen direct)
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St James’ Boroughbridge

keep things in good order ready for
your return.

February 100 club draw results
1st prize £25
2nd prize £10
3rd prize £5

Mr P Farrelly (2)
Mrs K Ambrose (70)
Mrs L Unitt (82)

Entering our monthly 100 club
draw costs just £12 per year, for
more details or to sign up contact
Neil Lister on 01423 579967.
______________________________________

It has been great to be able to follow
our church services via YouTube and
more recently Zoom, not only
because our churches are
temporarily closed due to the country
wide lockdown but because the
winter weather struck so suddenly.

We would like to thank everyone who
has continued to support our church
financially over the past year,
although we haven’t been able to
meet in our church building as much
as we would have liked, your support
has meant that we can continue to
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Luckily, the weather passed through
quite quickly and within just a few
short weeks the first signs of spring
have started to show through. The
gardens and hedgerows are starting
to burst back into life.

Good Friday we will be open for
private prayer. Easter Sunday there
will be a morning service in church at
10am. Other services are also
available throughout the parish, see
page 11.
As the gardening season starts to
unlock so to will the churches across
our parish. St James’ Church has
now reopened for our Wednesday
morning services (10.45) and then
remains open for the rest of the day
for private prayer and visitors.
On Sunday 14th March, Mothering
Sunday, the church (although no
church service) will be open and filled
with flowers for all to enjoy. Rev
Karen will be making an online
service available. Please contact
either Kath or Paul if you would like
to donate some flowers. We would
love to fill the windows with daffodils.
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