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ALDBOROUGH:   
Irene McCandlish 01423 326240   
iapm @btinternet.com 
 

BOROUGHBRIDGE:   
Paul  Farrelly    01423 504913                       
paul @farrellys.co.uk 
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In these difficult times, do remember that your Church community is here for you. If 
you, or anyone you know, would like to talk to someone, or if we can help in any way, 
please do get in touch with Karen, John or one of our Wardens, whose details are all in 
this magazine.  
 
You can also contact us through our website www.boroughbridgechurches.uk and 
through Facebook - @boroughbridgechurches  

Front Cover Picture by Dawn Gold 

mailto:paul@farrellys.co.uk
mailto:penelopedenny@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:wilsondorothy@hotmail.co.uk
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From the Vicarage……             

Dear friends, 
 
I wonder what you think that Church is 
for? 
 
Since Christians believe that their calling 
in life is to love God and to love their 
neighbour, it would be nice to think that 
Church was there specifically to help us 
to live out these two twin callings. 
 
But loving our neighbour is more 
complicated than it sounds. It involves 
looking outside ourselves and trying to 
put ourselves in someone else’s shoes.  
 
It is fair to say that for a variety of 
reasons, there are many in society, and 

even within our own community, who feel 
that the Church at large is not interested 
in what life feels like for them, and we in 
this Parish would like to address this and 
make a commitment to listening and 
acting to ensure that our Churches really 
are somewhere that everyone can 
belong.  
 
All our Church Councils in Aldborough, 
Boroughbridge, Dunsforth, Minskip and 
Roecliffe have committed to working with 
the document opposite. We want you to 
know that we value you all and we take 
your needs seriously. When we say 
“everyone is welcome”, we mean it. 
 

Every blessing, Karen 
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Somewhere to Belong 
 

Growing inclusive Churches in Aldborough, Boroughbridge, Dunsforth, Minskip & Roecliffe 
 

Welcoming, accepting and involving 
 

We believe that the Good News of the 
Christian gospel is that every person has 
intrinsic worth and is accepted and loved 
by God. Everyone who comes through our 
doors should know that we are pleased to 
see them and that they are welcome to be 
part of our Church family irrespective of 
age, background, circumstance, race, 
gender, sexuality, disability or 
neurotypicality. When we say “all are 
welcome”, we mean it. 
 

Being Accessible 
 

Our buildings are old and beautiful, but 
sometimes this means that they are not as 
physically accessible as we would like. 
We are working to try to improve this and 
our buildings are in different places 
regarding our progress.  
 
We would like to be accessible to those 
with mobility issues, hearing loss, visual 
impairment, people with mental health 
conditions and those on the autistic 
spectrum, and we aim to be both 
dementia-friendly, and young children-
friendly Churches. In our communion 
services we aim to offer gluten free bread 
and alcohol-free wine if that would be 
helpful. Please let us know if we are not 
meeting your needs and we will do what 
we can to help. 

A Safe Place 
 

Our Churches take seriously our duty to 
ensure everyone is safe in our community 
and we follow our safeguarding policy 
carefully. We recognise that keeping 
people safe is something the wider 
Church has sometimes failed to achieve, 
and we are truly sorry for that. Sometimes 
these failures have been of a catastrophic 
nature – sometimes they have been of a 
quieter, but also damaging nature, where 
people have simply not felt wanted in 
Church. We commit to doing everything 
we can to ensure that Church is a safe, 
non-judgemental and friendly place for 
you, where you can thrive, grow spiritually 
and play a full part in the Church’s life. 
 

Celebrating Difference 
 

A healthy church is somewhere where 
everyone doesn’t look the same! Just like 
a family, we all have different gifts and 
abilities and things to offer. We don’t want 
you to feel you have to pretend to be 
someone you’re not. Jesus talked about 
the Church as being like a body that is 
made up of lots of different, but 
complementary, parts. Difference is good, 
something to be celebrated, and 
something that helps us all to grow. 
 
We hope you will find us somewhere you 
would like to belong. 
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Roecliffe News 

ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB RESULTS 
FEBRUARY DRAW 

 
1st  Prize £20 (21) John/Judith Newberry 
2nd  Prize £10  (94) Glen Ogden  
3rd=Prize £5 (115) Jamie Simpson 
3rd=Prize £5 (32) Jo Mitchell 
3rd=Prize £5 (77) Scott & Ann Green 
 
The March Draw will take place at The 
Crown Inn on Thursday, March 3rd 
between 6.30 & 7pm. Everyone welcome! 
 
Dates for your Diary 
 
Sunday, March 13th Parish Communion 
at 10am.To be followed by the Roecliffe 
Church Council Annual meeting. This will 
start at approximately 11am so even if 
you haven’t attended the service you are 
welcome to come to the meeting. 

 

Sunday, April 10th Palm Sunday 
Parish Communion at 10am 
 

Sunday April 17th Easter Sunday 
Parish Communion at 10am 
 
Jill and I attended Revd Karen’s 
discussion on “A Rough Guide to the 
Bible” at St. James’s Church, 
Boroughbridge on Sunday February 4th. 
Although we’ve been going to church most 
of our lives, it was a very interesting 
discussion, where no questions were silly 
ones and there was new knowledge for 
everyone. Also, Karen had some very 
interesting books which we could either 
borrow, or in some cases keep. There are 

two more sessions in the series, one on 
Prayer, and the other on The Holy 
Communion, which will be held in St 
James’s on March 4th, and April 3rd at 
4.00pm. If you are interested in these 
topics then do go along as I am sure you 
won’t be disappointed. 
 

As I write this, The Crown Inn in Roecliffe 
is about to open again. It closed soon after 
Christmas for some refurbishments. 
Speaking to the Managing Director of 
Coast and Country Inns, and the Crown 
Manager, Simon yesterday, they are 
excited to be opening again, and we shall 
look forward to supporting it, and let’s 
hope others will too. 
 

Jim Bolland 
 

 



Battle of Boroughbridge 700 Celebrations 
 

 
 
The 700th anniversary of the Battle of 
Boroughbridge is to be commemorated in 
March with living history, medieval 
weapons demonstrations and battlefield 
tours. 
 
On Saturday, March 12th, a wreath will be 
laid at the Battlecross in Aldborough at 
9.30am before the 3 Swords Medieval 
Group demonstrate arms and armour on 
the shared community space behind 
Boroughbridge car park. 
 
There will also be a guided tour of the 
battlefield by Louise Whittaker, of The 
Battlefields Trust.  
 
Boroughbridge and District Historical 
Society are holding a complimentary 
Battle exhibition in the Jubilee Room 
between 10am and 4pm. The society, 
along with The Battlefields Trust and 
Boroughbridge Town Council are working 

on the event with funding from Miller 
Homes. See poster opposite for more 
details. 
 
Medieval artwork by the Yorkshire Region 
Chair of The Battlefields Trust, Chris 
Rock, is being incorporated into a series 
of display boards and an accompanying 
leaflet for a permanent Battlefield Trail. A 
series of commemorative events are 
planned in Boroughbridge throughout the 
year. 
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Local Clubs & Societies 
 

We’re delighted to hear that many of our local clubs are now resuming their activities. 
Remember that any events may be affected by changes in local or national guidelines or 
restrictions, so always check with the event organiser. 
 
 
Jigsaw Club 
 
Jigsaw Club meets in the Jubilee Room 
above Boroughbridge Library on the first 
and third Mondays each month from 2-
4pm. Admission is £1 per session which 
includes a cuppa. Jigsaws can also be 
borrowed during library opening hours - 
cost 50p per jigsaw. Contact - Dorothy 
Griffin - 01423 341982 or email  
dorothy.griffin94 @yahoo.co.uk 
 
Boroughbridge & District Historical 
Society 
 
Tuesday 8 March, 7.30pm in The Jubilee 
Room above Boroughbridge Library. 
Tony Goodall will give a talk on ‘The 
History of Alcohol’. The talk will be 
followed by tea and biscuits.  
Vistors welcome! 01423 324276.  
boroughbridgehistory.co.uk  
 
Aldborough, Boroughbridge & 
Dunsforth WI 
 
Wednesday 9 March, 7.30pm at 
Aldborough Village Hall. My Life as a 
Fairy. Mike Greatorix’s account of life in 
the RAF. Contact: Tish Hall-Wilkinson 
01423 325664. 
 
 

Yorkshire Countrywomen’s 
Association 
 
Thursday 10 March, 7.30pm in The 
Jubilee Room. Jackie & Peter Morrell – 
How to Love your Hedgehog. 01423 
325503.  
 
Roecliffe WI 
 
Friday 11 March – Annual Dinner at The 
Crown Inn.  
Friday 22 April, 7.30pm at Roecliffe 
School. Spring Gardening with Andrew 
Willocks. Contact Susan Fieldhouse 
01423 322335 
 
Mothers’ Union 
 
Thursday 17 March, 2pm at St James’ 
Church. Chris Morgan talks about 
Veteran Woodcraft. Everyone welcome. 
Refreshments. 01423 325405 or 323390. 
See page 25 
 
Kirby Hill WI 
 
Tuesday 5 April, 7.30pm in The 
Coronation Hall. The Work of Upper 
Wharfedale Fell Rescue Association. 
01423 322991 or 322458. 
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Dunsforth News 
 

Dunsforth Draw Results: February  
 

1st Prize £45   Norma Mummery 
2nd Prize £20 Anne Gregory  

& Richard Burrell 
3rd Prize £10   Andy & Gina Green 

 
Congratulations to all winners! 

 
We very much appreciate your support 

and we hope that you continue to support 

the Draw. Thank you very much to all who 

have already subscribed.  

If you have not subscribed yet for this 

year’s Draw, FEAR NOT, you still have 

time to climb aboard the Dunsforth 

rollercoaster of luck! If you are not yet 

involved and would like to join, please 

contact Matthew Bean (on 07713 245482 

or email dunsforthdraw @icloud.com)  

 

Dates for the Diary – to which 

everyone is welcome 

• Wednesday 2 March 2022 - 

6:30pm - Ash Wednesday Holy 

Communion  

• Sunday 13 March - 8:30am - 

Traditional Holy Communion 

• Sunday 27 March - 10am - All 

age Holy Communion 

(Mothering Sunday) 

Morning Prayers on a Friday 

Thanks to Mike Wildblood for sharing with 

us this stunning photograph that he took 

on the way into church for morning 

prayers this February.  

 

Morning prayers involve a 15 minute 

prayer at 9am, usually led by Karen, 

every Friday. We feel extremely fortunate 

to be the only village in the parish to have 

the benefit of morning prayer.  

Much has been written about the benefit 

of gratitude (which is at the heart of 

prayer) and taking time to pause and 

reflect to one’s wellbeing - if you find 

yourself free on a Friday morning, even if 

just once in a while, do consider whether 

you would like to make the most of this 

wonderful opportunity we have on our 

doorstep. 

Lara Jones 

mailto:dunsforthdraw@icloud.com
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John B Rollinson 1895-1978 

Olive Rollinson 1896-1984 
 

I don’t think that there will be many 
of us now who remember the 
Rollinsons, patrons of our church. 
 
They lived opposite the High School 
(now Victory Row), though Jack did 
have the Black Bull earlier. To the 
north of the property was a large 
brick built garage from which he ran 
a haulage business, staffed by local 
drivers. He was also a very clever 
mechanic and, when other garages in 
the village were unable to obtain a 
part for their vehicle repairs, Jack 
could make the required item. South 
of the garage and yard was a pretty 
double fronted bungalow 
surrounded by gardens and an 
orchard. 
 
Jack loved cricket, playing for 
Boroughbridge well into his 60’s. I 
have happy memories of travelling to 
away matches in his green Ford V8, 
Eric to play, me to keep score.  At that 
time Boroughbridge played in the 
York league on the ground down by 
the river. Owing to the situation of 
the field, there were no services i.e. 
water, electricity or sanitation. The 
lack of these were deemed 
unacceptable by the York League 
Officials. Jack then purchased a new 
pavilion, which was duly erected on 
the west of the field and the services 

installed. Sadly it was later 
vandalised, which led to the sports 
facilities being moved to Aldborough 
Road. 
 
Mrs Rollinson enjoyed her garden 
and loved her numerous cats, all 
acquired as strays.  They did cause 
her much anxiety as, not being 
entirely domesticated, they did tend 
to wander off into the fields meaning 
she spent a lot of time looking for and 
asking after them. She regularly 
attended Church, always sitting in the 
third pew from the front on the left. 
She would stride down the aisle, coat 
flying out behind, umbrella as a 
walking aid, in a manner I found 
reminiscent of Margaret Rutherford’s 
film portrayal of Miss Marple. 
Whenever we had any fund raising 
stalls for Church she would always 
donate delicious jams made from the 
fruits in her garden.  Unfortunately, 
she never fully filled the jars, so 
adjustments had to be made to give 
full measures! 
 
It was a privilege to have known such 
a genuine, generous couple and we 
are all still benefitting from their 
generosity to this day. 
 

Joyce Coates  



Church Services 
 
 
Wed 2 Mar  10.45am Holy Communion with ashing at St James’ Boro’bridge 

6.30pm Holy Communion with ashing at St Mary’s, Dunsforth 
  
Sunday 6 Mar  10am Whole Parish Family Communion at St Andrew’s Aldboro’ 
 
Sunday 13 Mar  8.30am Traditional Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Dunsforth 
 10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Roecliffe 
 10am Songs of Praise at St James’, Boroughbridge 
 
Sunday 20 Mar  10am Holy Communion St Andrew’s Aldborough 

4pm Messy Church at St James Boroughbridge 
 
Sunday 27 Mar  10am Songs of Praise at St Andrew’s, Aldborough 
Mothering 10am All Age Holy Communion at St James’, Boroughbridge 
Sunday 10am Family Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Dunsforth 

4pm All Age Holy Communion at St John’s, Minskip 
 

Sunday 3 Apr  10am Whole Parish Family Communion at St James’, 
   Boroughbridge (joint service with Methodist Church) 

 
Sunday 10 Apr  10.00am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Dunsforth 
Palm Sunday 9.30am Palm Sunday Service & Procession, 9.30am at St James’, 

to be continued following the procession at 10.30am at St 
Andrew’s, Aldborough 

 
   

 

Services may be subject to possible change and 
cancellation due to national or local circumstances 

 
 

Please see the website for up-to-date information about all services 

boroughbridgechurches.uk 
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Regular Weekday Services 

 
 

Zoom Morning Prayer:  Mondays at 9.30am.  
Please contact Karen (see p2) for the Zoom link.  

 
Wednesday Communion: 10.45am at St James’ Church, Boroughbridge. The 

church is then open for private prayer afterwards. 
 
Compline (Night Prayer):  There is a quiet, short service of night prayer 

(Compline) every Thursday at 8pm for about 15 
minutes on Zoom. For the Zoom link and other 
details, please contact Rev Karen (see p2) 

 
Friday Morning Prayer: Held weekly at St Mary’s Dunsforth at 9am.  
 
 

 

From the Registers 

 

Sadly, we have laid to rest 

 

• Ron Bowman (St Andrew’s, Aldborough) 

 

Burial of Ashes 

 

• Colin Andrew Rose (St Andrew’s, Aldborough) 

• Glenys Moreton (Boroughbridge Cemetery) 

 

May they Rest in Peace and Rise in Glory 
 

Our prayers continue for all of our bereaved families 
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YORKSHIRE 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Phyll  
 
for the March 2022  
Parish Link 
 
 
 
 

YORKSHIRE is a special county  
Bringing us lots of wonderful bounty 
The moors and dales are photographers’ dreams 
Along with the castles, rivers and streams 
 
The hedgerows are laden with flowers and fruit 
And sauce can be made from the horseradish root 
Hiding in the heather bilberries grow wild 
How exciting to find them when I was a child 
 
Our fertile YORKSHIRE soil and a packet of seeds 
Will fulfil for months a family’s needs 
Soon carrots and parsnips begin to grow 
Planted so neatly in an organised row 
 
Fish from the rivers and trout from the lakes 
A very keen fisherman is all that it takes 
The trawlers go out far into the sea 
Netting the crabs and herrings for tea 
 
Samphire and seaweed are bounty indeed 
Some growing wild with nutrients we need 
Sweet chestnuts and sloes and hazelnuts too  
Are there in abundance for me and you 
 
Our orchards are laden with apples and pears 
And juicy sweet plums that everyone shares 
Rabbits and pheasants are roaming the land 
Whilst beautiful shells can be found in the sand 
 
Wild garlic and mushrooms we pick at our leisure 
More YORKSHIRE treats that give us much pleasure 
The cows enjoy grazing in the summer breeze 
Producing fresh milk to be made into cheese 
 
There’s outstanding scenery and many a stone wall 
Our beautiful YORKSHIRE we think ‘has it all’ 
From my sunny window there’s so much to see 
Whilst enjoying a cup of YORKSHIRE tea 
 



Minskip News 
 
Our January Service held on Sunday 23rd 
at 4pm was a Thanksgiving for the life of 
Susan Backhouse. Sue had lived in 
Minskip for 25 years and was a very active 
supporter of village life and the Church.  
 
Her younger brother Roger gave the 
Eulogy and reinforced her love of life by 
recounting how as a teenager she had 
queued all night with a friend for tickets to 
see the Beatles performing in Bradford 
(where she was born) in the early 1960s. 
He was obviously quite concerned for her 
as the next morning he appeared with a 
hot drink and sandwiches! 
 
It was a very uplifting outdoor service 
taken by Karen with a magnificent flower 
arrangement by the church door. 
It was wonderful to see such a large 
congregation of family, friends and 
villagers offering support and giving 
strength and comfort to Tony, Gail and the 
Backhouse family. Our thoughts are with 
them all over the coming months. 

 
Future Dates 

 
Easter Service 
This will be a Family Service to be held at 
4.00pm on Easter Saturday and will 
incorporate an Easter egg hunt. Details to 
follow. 
 

There will be a Quiz Night on Friday 25th 
March – see page 32 for details. 
 

Dorothy Wilson 
 
 

Avid readers of the Minskip News section 
of the Parish Link will remember the 
distressing story of the runaway car and 
our smashed churchyard wall. I am 
delighted to report that this story, which 
started last August, has had a happy 
ending. 
 
In a nutshell, the runaway car, driven by 
irresponsible youths from Boroughbridge, 
who were traced because they helpfully 
left their registration plate embedded in 
the wall, caused £800 of damage. The 
police, for reasons best known to 
themselves, refused to charge the 
culprits, leaving us with a £500 insurance 
excess to pay. 
 
Our spirits were lifted when the 
Easingwold-based York Handmade Brick 
Company kindly provided replacement 
bricks (uncannily like the originals) free of 
charge, but we were still left with the £500 
shortfall. Given the pressure on the 
church’s finances, caused primarily by the 
eye-watering levels of the monthly Parish 
Share and exacerbated by Covid, this was 
a major problem. 
 
How to solve it? Well, an alert member of 
our church council suggested the Motor 
Insurers’ Bureau (MIB), an organisation 
dedicated to paying compensation to 
individuals or organisations who have 
been adversely affected by uninsured 
and/or untraceable drivers. It sounded like 
a great idea – and so the process of 
liaising with the MIB began. This was back 
in August and, to borrow a phrase from the 
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Beatles, the process was a long and 
winding road. 
 
Our application was logged pretty swiftly 
and all the relevant information provided. 
And then nothing. Months passed, late 
summer turned to autumn, autumn turned 
to winter. Emails went unanswered, calls 
were cut off. We began to despair. But we 
weren’t prepared to give up – 
remembering how Robert the Bruce 
gained strength from watching the spider 
try and try again to spin a web – and 
eventually succeeding. 
In early February, we went public on 
Twitter, where we took MIB to task for 

failing to follow up our case. We weren’t 
demanding compensation – we just 
wanted to know if our application had 
been successful or not. And, lo and 
behold, the public shaming had the 
desired effect. Within a week our claim 
had been settled and the money was in 
our account. 
There are many conclusions to be drawn 
from this strange and long-drawn out 
saga. But I will draw only one. Thank you 
to Robert the Bruce’s spider for providing 
the inspiration to carry on! 

 
Robert Beaumont,  

Churchwarden of St John’s Minskip 
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Aldborough News 
 
As we look forward to March, the promise 
of spring is already apparent in the 
snowdrops that adorn St Andrew's 
Churchyard – and indeed much of the 
village.  It was lovely to have the candles 
lit in the church all the way into February, 
including for our Plough Sunday service 
and although Covid restrictions did not 
allow the dancing and refreshments that 
usually accompany the service we were 
lucky to hear some of the history that 
surrounds this event.  However, with the 
lifting of many restrictions, we were able 
to have refreshments after the very 
enjoyable Whole Parish Communion 
Service on 2nd February where Paul 
Bartle, our soon to be new Reader, 
preached.  It was wonderful to see so 
many people staying on to chat with Paul 
and his wife Maxine, and, of course with 
Karen and John.  Perhaps the nearest I 
have seen to a pre-Covid service since the 
first lockdown started way back on 12th 
March 2020.  
 
I truly hope that this ‘normality’ continues 
into March and the beginning of Lent with 
Ash Wednesday communion services in 
Boroughbridge in the morning and 
Dunsforth in the evening – I must 
remember to find some indulgent pancake 
fillings for Shrove Tuesday! Then, we are 
due to have a Mothering Sunday Songs of 
Praise service in St Andrew's on 27th 
March with distribution of posies.  All being 
well we can look forward to a normal 
programme of Easter services including 
an outdoor early morning sunrise 

communion service on 17th April followed 
by hot cross buns and hot tea and coffee.  
 

On Tuesday 1st March from 7-8pm, 
Friends of Roman Aldborough (FORA) is 
holding a Zoom-only presentation by Dr 
Sally Cottam on “Roman Glass in 
Northern Britain”. Sally studied 
archaeology at Durham University and 
completed her PhD on 1st Century Roman 
Glass at King's College Durham. In 
Durham she was the Research Assistant 
for the English Heritage funded Romano – 
British Glass Project and worked with 
Professor Jennifer Price on glass from 
numerous sites in England, including 
Aldborough, and further abroad. She now 
works as a freelance specialist, 
concentrating on glass of the Roman 
period. 220 items of glass currently exist 
in the Aldborough collection including 
fragments of cups, vessels and jewellery. 
Some indicate the high standard of living 
and trade links enjoyed by the people of 
Aldborough. Others would have been 
found in any other important town of that 
period. Sally’s talk will open our eyes to 
the wide variety of Roman glass in our 
area. Some of the Aldborough glass is 
again, after many years, on display in the 
refurbished museum. Further details from 
secretary @romanaldborough.co.uk .   
 

Last year, despite, or perhaps because of, 
lockdown, Aldborough Museum saw its 
highest number of visitors since 2007.  As 
result there  will be a trial extension of 
opening to Fridays, Saturdays, Sundays 
and Bank Holiday Mondays from 1st April 
until the end of September.  
 

Irene McCandlish  
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The Mothers’ Union usually meets on the 
3rd Thursday of each month at 2.00pm in 
St James Parish Church, Church Lane, 
Boroughbridge. Details posted on church 
gate. Visitors any month are most 
welcome. 

We aim to: 

• Strengthen communities all 
over the world 

• Help the most disadvantaged at 
home 

• Shape how we advocate for the 
rights of families 
Build supportive, loving 
relationships 
Develop your own relationship 
with God 

• Meet and relax in friendly 
company 

• Raise funds in a fun way 
 
Why not join us and be 
a part of something 
special as we follow 
our theme for 2022: 
‘Transformation--now!’  
 
Please just come along or contact:  
Jeni 01423 323390 
or Margaret  01423 325405 
margaret.crawford47 @tiscali.co.uk 

Next Meeting: 
 
Thursday 17th March, 2.00pm at St 
James Parish Church. ‘Veteran 
Woodcraft’ with Chris Morgan. Everyone 
is welcome, and there will be 
refreshments.  

______________________________ 
 

                                                  



St James’ Boroughbridge  
 

February 100 club draw results         
 

1st prize  £25  Mr T Watson (78)  
2nd prize £10  Mr J Fisher (90) 
3rd prize  £5    Mrs K Farrelly (18) 
 
Entering our monthly 100 club draw costs just 
£12 per year, for more details or to sign up 
contact Neil Lister on 01423 579967. 

 

Coffee Mornings 
 
Good News! The St James’ Church 
Coffee Mornings are now starting again, to 
be held on the first Saturday of each 
month. The next one will be on Saturday 
5th March, 10am to 12 noon. Home made 
cake and other yummy treats! 
 

Messy Church 
 

 
 
Messy Church in January was all about 
The Creation. It was really lovely to see so 
many people come along. We were lucky 
enough to have several families with three 
generations together, having so much fun. 
 
We iced globe biscuits, and ate them very 
quickly, with yummy fruit kebabs. Then 
made some ultra-creative pipe cleaner 
insects and animals, I saw one super 

groovy elephant. Not forgetting the 
playdoh creations, Thank You cards and a 
really superb collage, even if it had a flying 
rhino (my family of course). All finished off 
with a sing song and celebration of 
Creation, we all had a great time. Thank 
you so much. 
 

 
 
Next Messy Church will be on Sunday 20th 
March 4-5pm at St James’ Church. It will 
be brilliant, come and celebrate with us. 

Louise Leong 

 

Candlemas at St James 
 

On Sunday 30th January we held the 
parish Candlemas evening service. 
 

The service is a turning point in the 
Christian calendar where we say goodbye 
to the Christmas season and look to a next 
chapter on our journey. 
 

The service followed the traditional 
Evensong format ably accompanied by 
some of our parish choir members. The 
north and south aisle windows were 
decorated with flower arrangements and 
lit up with candles. As always it was a 
delight to have John Moss leading us in 
worship. 
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The presentation window at the front of 
the south aisle was backlit from outside so 
that as John Moss preached he could 
make reference to the images depicted on 
the window. Luckily the rain held off until 
the end of the service so that we could 
safely take the lights down, unlike last 
year where the weather was such we had 
to abandon the lighting idea on the 
grounds of safety. 

Paul Farrelly 
 

Rough Guide to Church 
 
The ‘Rough Guides’ continue to be held 
on the 1st Sunday of the month, 4pm-
5pm; the next will be held on 6th March, 
then another on 4th April. (See page 29)  
 

Date for your Diary 
We are hoping to have a Quiz Night on 
Saturday 7th May 2022. 

Future Services 
 

13 March 10am Songs of Praise 
20 March 4pm Messy Church 
27 March 10am Holy Communion 
 
The St James’ Church Council would like 
to thank everyone that supports our 
church, your regular giving helps us to 
continue Gods work in and around our 
Parish, by far the easiest way donate is 
by standing order. 
 

We can also now accept card donations 
at any of our services or events. 

 
Thank you for your continued support. 

 

 



Lost an Earring? 
 
An earring was found near to Aldborough 
church gate after the Carol Service in 
December. If you know whose it is, please 
contact Phyll on 01423 322059 
 

Ink Cartridge Recycling 
 
We have joined a used printer cartridge 
recycling scheme, which we are hoping 
will raise a few funds for The Parish Link. 
 
Did you know that ink cartridges thrown 
away in landfill take 1000 years to 
decompose? More than 40 million 
cartridges are dumped each year in the 
UK. So please do your bit to help the 
environment, and raise some money at 
the same time! 
 
At the moment, we have two collecting 
boxes, one in St James’ Church, 
Boroughbridge, and one in St John’s 
Church, Minskip. Alternatively, cartridges 
can be given to David Bellwood, Robert 
Beaumont or Caroline Punter. 
 
We can accept inkjet cartridges from most 
HP (Hewlett Packard) or Canon printers, 
both original branded cartridges and 
‘compatible’ (e.g. Morrisons or Tesco 
branded). We can also accept some  
Lexmark and Samsung cartridges. If you 
have any used laser toner cartridges, 
please get in touch so we can check if they 
can be recycled – a lot can. 
 
Each cartridge recycled is worth between 
25p and £2.00 to us. 
 

A Rough Guide to Church 
 
We are continuing to run a homegrown 
‘Rough Guide to Church’ over the next 
couple of months. This group will suit 
anyone who has ever wondered what it is 
we are doing week by week and why, but 
felt too embarrassed to ask.  
 

Some of us were confirmed many years 
ago and would like to have a regroup and 
rethink about these things, whereas 
others might feel they have not really 
engaged with these kinds of questions 
before but are interested to know more. 
Others might simply feel that it would be 
good to get together and hear others' 
thoughts.  
 

The rules of the ‘Rough Guide to Church’ 
are that everyone's faith journey is 
respected and valued and that there are 
no silly questions! 
 

There are two more ‘Rough Guides’ to be 
held on the first Sundays of the month in 
March and April at St James Church,  
Boroughbridge at 4pm for an hour: 
 

6 March: Rough Guide to Prayer 
3 April: Rough Guide to Holy Communion 
 

You can come to both of these or just to 
the one that interests you. It would be 
great to hear from you in advance if you 
think you might come along. 
 

If you are interested but are disappointed 
because these times and dates doesn't 
suit you, please do let Rev Karen know 
(see p2) as if there are several in this 
position, we be able to run a similar group 
on a different schedule. 
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Quiet Day 
 

We have a confirmed date for our Parish 
Quiet Day, which will be held on Saturday 
7th May, 10am - 3.30pm, at Holy Rood 
House, Thirsk. Holy Rood House is a 
wonderful peaceful house with lovely 
gardens, food, a chapel, library and art  
room.  
 

Places are limited to 20 so please let Rev 
Karen know (see p2) if you would like to 
attend. The cost is likely to be around £25 
and will include lunch and access to all the 
facilities. 
 

The Tree of Life 
 

There will be some opportunities for 
reflection on Friday afternoons through 
Lent at  St James' Church on the theme of 
'The Tree of Life'. These will begin at 2pm 
and last between an hour and 90 minutes, 
and will include space for reflection and 
conversation, Bible reading, a craft activity 
in response to what we have read, and 
concluding prayers. 
 

There will be four sessions: 
 
11th March The Mustard Seed (Growth) 
18th March The Vine (Connection) 
25th March The Cross (Sacrifice) 
No session 1st April 
8th April The Tree of Life (from Genesis to 
Revelation) 
 
Although the sessions are connected, 
they will also work well independently if 
you can only come to one or two. 
 

It would be very helpful if you could let Rev 
Karen know (see p2) if you would like to 
attend any of these  
sessions so that she can ensure we have 
the appropriate resources. 

 

Home Library Service 
 

Do you love books but struggle to get to 
the library? The Home Library service is 
completely free for people who are unable 
to get to the library due to shielding, ill-
health or being a full time carer.Friendly 
volunteers will deliver books to you once a 
fortnight and return books you have 
finished with back to the library for you. 
Books, large print books and audio books 
on CD are available to borrow and 
requests for special titles are free. For 
more information please contact Claire 
Thompson on 01609 536623 or email 
claire.thompson @northyorks.gov.uk   
 

Please note we are delivering this service 
in a Covid secure way and for the safety 
of library customers, the home delivery 
volunteers will deliver items on doorsteps 
(or in another safe place), wear personal 
protective equipment and maintain social 
distancing at all times. 
 

Hymn Book Request 
 

If anyone has any green hymn books 
"Hymns Old and New" (ones with music 
notation only) that they no longer require, 
these would be very useful for the Parish 
Singers. If you have one that you would 
like to donate, please contact Jane at 
pc3new @btinternet.com 
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at St James, Boroughbridge! 
3rd Sunday of each month 

4pm to 5pm 
 
Messy Church is a kind of Church 

experience that focuses on creativity, celebration and hospitality! 
Anyone is welcome to attend. Most of the activities are aimed at 
children and young people 0-13 but we always make sure there is 
something for older young people and adults too.  
 

No need to book      Free to attend 
 

Bring Your Friends     See You There! 
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St. JOHN’S CHURCH MINSKIP 

 

QUIZ NIGHT 

 

FRIDAY 25th MARCH 

 

7.30 pm 

 

PIE and PEA SUPPER 

 

In the 

 

VILLAGE HALL 

 

Tickets £5.00 per person 

£20.00 per Team of 4 from: 

 
Dorothy Wilson      Robert Beaumont 

01423 322712        01423 322365 

 

Debbie Hargreaves 01423 322165 

 

Please bring your own Drinks 
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