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Mrs Liz Vose  203503 
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Mr Paul Farrelly  504913 
Mrs Kath Ambrose 322070 
 
DUNSFORTH  
Mrs Fiona Merchie 322526 
Mrs Penny Denny 322901 

MINSKIP  
Mr Robert Beaumont 322365 

ROECLIFFE 
Mr Jim Bolland  325091 
Mr Stephen Jarvis 322026 

 

 
READER 
John Francis Moss  07515 825198   
johnfrancismoss @icloud.com  
 
MAGAZINE EDITORS 
David Bellwood  324276   
Paul Farrelly  504913 
Email:     
link @boroughbridgechurches.uk 
 

Please note that copy for inclusion in 
any one month should be sent to the 
Editors by the 12th of the previous 
month. 
 
Local Village Contacts: 
ALDBOROUGH:  Irene McCandlish 
Tel: 326240  iapm @btinternet.com 
BOROUGHBRIDGE:  Mr P Farrelly    
Tel: 504913                       
paul @farrellys.co.uk 
DUNSFORTH:  Mrs P Denny         
Tel: 322901        
penelopedenny @tiscali.co.uk 
MINSKIP:   Mrs D Wilson        
Tel: 322712    
wilsondorothy @hotmail.co.uk 
ROECLIFFE:   Mr J. Bolland              
Tel: 325091                 
j.bolland @hotmail.com

 

 
In these difficult times, do remember that your Church community is here for 
you. If you, or anyone you know, would like to talk to someone, or if we can 
help in any way, please do get in touch with Karen, John or one of our 
Wardens, whose details are all in this magazine.  
 
You can also contact us through our website www.boroughbridgechurches.uk 
and through Facebook - @boroughbridgechurches  
 

 

 

mailto:paul@farrellys.co.uk
mailto:penelopedenny@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:wilsondorothy@hotmail.co.uk
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From the Vicarage……            Keeping Faith  
   

Dear friends, 
 

I write this editorial having heard the recent 
sad news of the death of His Royal 
Highness Prince Philip Duke of Edinburgh. 
The Church of England has made available 
a book of condolence online, which you can 
find here:  
 
churchofengland.org/remembering-his-
royal-highness-prince-philip 
 
We keep him, the Queen, and all who loved 
him and grieve at this time in our hearts and 
prayers, giving thanks for him – as we give 
thanks for all those we love but see no 
longer. 
 
And at the same time, we find ourselves in 
the season of Easter, where everything is 
about new life and new hope – the triumph 
of love over death. Life amongst death is a 
paradox. It cannot be proved. But the parts 
of our lives that cannot be proved, usually 
turn out to be those that are the most 
important to us. 
 
None of us can live without faith. Whether it 
is faith in God, or faith in human nature or 
human scientific ability, or faith in the loyalty 
and support of our family and friends, it is 
faith that gets us through the hard times, 
and enables us to find hope. You might like 
to consider what it is (or who it is) that you 

have faith in, and where it is that you find 
your greatest hope. Our own Queen is 
known for her strong Christian faith which 
has sustained her through extraordinary 
change and challenges, and through a life of 
immense service. She also had, I am sure, 
well founded faith in her loyal and supportive 
husband, who served her and this country 
for seven decades. 
 
Easter is a season for faith: for looking 
beyond what seems possible, to what we 
know in our hearts is true. It is Easter that 
gives us the confidence to proclaim that 
those we have loved and seem to have lost 
are not lost at all – just set apart from us for 
a little while. It is Easter that enables us to 
understand, when we see the fresh shoots 
of spring in the garden, that creation is 
primed to live, to renew, to hope, to battle 
through the obstacles, and to flourish once 
more.  
 
So I would urge you to continue to keep the 
Easter faith as the weeks go by (for 
Christians are, above all, Easter people). 
We give glory to God, celebrating his 
promise that death is not the end and that 
life and love triumph over all. We give 
thanks for all that is good in the past, and we 
walk with faith into the future. 

 
Every blessing, 

Karen 

 



 
 



Memories of the Great Yorkshire Show 
 

 

We all can dream of the Yorkshire Show 
A happy place we love to go 
Such organization from a dedicated team 
Where magnificent animals can be seen 
 
Competition starts early in the cattle sheds 
First the hungry animals are fed 
Then the grooming will begin 
In preparation for the judging ring 
 
Beautiful flowers placed high on stage 
A colourful cockerel waits in his cage 
With fashion, bees and food galore 
Cheeses, Young Farmers & so much more 
 
Country Pursuits offer new things to learn 
Whilst the scary big wheel continues to turn 
Meeting with friends brings happiness too 
And tempting shops are there to view 
 
The WI serve their tempting food 
Which puts us in a happy mood 
A bacon sandwich could be key 
Or maybe just a cup of tea 
 
The sheep shearers keep hard at work 
Against the clock, they mustn’t shirk 
Although we think it looks like fun 
It really isn’t in the midday sun 
 
Robot milking and birds of prey 
Bring in the crowds every day 
Tractors, combines & cars old and new 
Rare breeds and donkeys to name just a 
few 
 

The heavy horses are a wonderful sight 
With plaits and feathers and harness bright 
Their owners are looking very proud 
As they are admired by the crowd 
 
As we missed last year’s Show 
Us Yorkshire folk are ‘good to go’ 
So let us hope with heads held high 
That we all will meet in mid July 
 
 

Phyll Steel, Aldborough 
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118 Years Ago 
 

From the February 1903 issue of 
‘Boroughbridge Deanery Magazine’ 

 

 
 
Boroughbridge: The School Children 
have good cause to remember the 7th of 
January for the entertainment which they 
enjoyed by the kindness of Mrs Lawson. 
Tea, with all imaginable good things, was 
followed by a distribution of presents from 
the Christmas Tree, on which was 
displayed a choice of toys to suit the 
desires of all ages and characters. One 
cannot say more than that the children, 
their parents, and all connected with the 
school greatly appreciate Mrs Lawson’s 
kindness and only regret that Mr Lawson 
was unable to be present at the 
entertainment. 
 
Aldborough: Owing to an ugly settlement 
in the south wall of the Infant Schoolroom, 
and it’s generally dilapidated state, which 
has, together with a new stove and Library 
Book Cases, necessitated an outlay of 
about £20, it is proposed to have a Jumble 
Sale after Easter, to which contributions 
will be thankfully received. 
 

 
 

 
 



Minskip News 
 
Easter Outdoor All Age Service 
 

This was held on Easter Saturday at 
4pm in the churchyard, which was 
looking magnificent. There were 
some beautiful spring flower 
arrangements, a stunning floral cross; 
and the canes which marked social 
distancing were adorned with 
daffodils. 
 

 
 
Everyone was given a yellow ‘Easter-
in-a-bag’ which formed basis for the 
the service. Rev’d  Karen carefully 
guided us through the various 
symbols comprising a Palm Cross, a 
lavender candle,  a small bread stick, 
green felt for the garden, a small 
cross, and a chocolate egg. 

Readings were linked to the symbols;  
thanks must go to Maillie, Immie, 
Jess, Sally and Olly for reading the 
appropriate Bible passages; and also 
to Robert for producing such a clear 
reading through the wonders of 
technology. 
 
It was exhilarating to be able to sing 
hymns for the first time, with David 
Bellwood accompanying on the 
piano. Perfect weather for about 50 
adults and children, and 1 dog 
attending!  
 
There were chocolate eggs at the 
gate to take home. What a wonderful 
preparation for Easter Sunday! 
 

 
 



9 

Many thanks to Rev’d Karen for a 
truly moving service,  to everyone 
who  helped to make the churchyard 
look so immaculate, and for all the 
stunning arrangements of  lovely 
flowers which Morrisons kindly 
donated. Special mention to Debbie 
for all her hard work in  coordinating 
it all, and thanks to everyone who 
came to make it such a memorable 
service. 
 
Reopening Service: Sunday 27 June 
 
Further details will appear in next 
month’s Parish Link along with other 
forthcoming Minskip events. 

 
____________________________________________________ 
 

 



St James’ Boroughbridge  
 

April 100 club draw results         
 
1st prize  £25   Mr RJ Whitehouse 
2nd prize £10 Mr T Weeds 
3rd prize  £5   Miss S Farrer 

 

Entering our monthly 100 club draw 
costs just £12 per year, for more 
details or to sign up contact Neil Lister 
on 01423 579967. 
 

______________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

Easter Sunday saw a much welcome 
return to church services across the 
Parish, and with the added significance 
that we were are able to resume singing, 
albeit outdoors at this time. Rev Marjorie 
led our worship and Jenny and Neil read 
the lessons, David Bellwood juggled 
playing the organ, cueing music from the 
CD player whilst setting up his portable 
piano for our outdoors hymn ‘Jesus Christ 
is Risen Today’, whilst the Wardens 
hoped and prayed that enough had been 
done to ensure the congregations’ safety! 
Behind the scenes in the lead up to the 
service the church was prepared with our 
traditional Easter cross and garden. 
Hopefully next year the Good Friday club 

will be able to meet and prepare the 
church together as has been our tradition 
for many years. 
 

 
 
At the end of the service we were all 
invited outside to join together in our first 
hymn in over a year! 
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Karen, Kath and Joyce made several 
flower arrangements to brighten up the 
church… 
 

 
 

 
As we look forward to the even further 
loosening of restrictions towards the end 
of June we would like to set up a couple 
of working parties to prepare our church 
to welcome everyone back to our first 
service of July. To do this we need plenty 
of volunteers to help clean and prepare 
inside and out. On Saturday July 3rd we 
will be carrying out a deep clean of the 
church, and a churchyard tidy up. If you 
can help out we would love to hear from 
you, please contact Paul or Kath. 
 

On Saturday 24th July (the day before St 
James’ festival) we will be holding a BBQ 
in place of our usual after service 
celebratory meal. Rev Karen has kindly 
offered the Vicarage gardens to host the 

event. More details will be available in the 
next issue. 
 

 
On Monday 24th May the United Parish 
APCM will be held. Due to the 
circumstances of the past year the St 
James’ PCC has had great difficulty in 
meeting, so rather than hold the usual St 
James’ AGM the Wardens are proposing 
that they prepare the relevant reports 
normally associated with our AGM and 
make these available to anyone that has 
an interest. These will then be submitted 
to the APCM. Anyone who is not currently 
on the St James’ Electoral register (and 
would like to be) can contact Paul Farrelly 
who can supply the relevant application 
form.  
 

Anyone who is currently on the Electoral 
register is eligible to stand for 
churchwarden, if this is of interest then 
again an application form can be sent to 
you by contacting Paul. 
 
 

 

Thank you to all who are supporting our 
church financially at this time, as 
confidence has grown, more and more 
donations are now coming to us via the 
text giving scheme. We hope this year to 
also be able to launch the Parish giving 
scheme, details of this can be found on 
the Leeds Diocese website and we will 
make further information available in the 
near future.  
 

Again, Thank you for your support it does 
mean a great deal to us.  

 
Happy Easter from St James’ 
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Sunday Services 

 

Sunday 2nd May  10am All Age Communion Service Aldborough  
(this service will be recorded and made available online) 
 

Sunday 9th May   10am Interactive Zoom Service Online 

4pm Holy Communion at St James, Boroughbridge 

 

Sunday 16th May  10am Morning Prayer , St Andrew’s, Aldborough 

4pm Holy Communion, St Mary’s, Dunsforth  

(There will also be a prerecorded service available online) 

 

Sunday 23rd May 10am Morning Prayer, St James, Boroughbridge 

4pm Holy Communion, St Mary’s, Roecliffe 

 

Sunday 30th May Service will be online on either Youtube or Zoom. 
(see website for details) 
 

Sunday 6th June  10am All Age Communion Service Aldborough  
(this service will be recorded and made available online) 
 

Sunday 13th June  10am Holy Communion, St Mary’s, Roecliffe 

4pm Holy Communion at St James, Boroughbridge 

4pm Pet Service at St Mary’s, Dunsforth 

 

Sunday 20th June 10am Morning Prayer , St James’, Boroughbridge 

4pm Holy Communion, St Mary’s, Dunsforth  

(There will also be a prerecorded service available online) 

 

Sunday 27th June 10.45am Aldborough Festival Service, St Andrew’s 

4pm Service at St John’s, Minskip (more details later) 
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Weekday Services 

 

Morning Prayer:  Karen runs a short Zoom morning prayer service 
on Mondays at 9.30am. All are welcome - do have 
coffee with you if you like and stay for a chat. The 
order of service is available on the website. Please 
contact Karen (see p2) for the Zoom link. 

 
Wednesday Communion:  10.45am at St James’ Church, Boroughbridge. The 

church is then open for private prayer afterwards. 
 
Compline (Night Prayer):  There is a quiet, short service of night prayer 

(Compline) every Thursday at 8pm for about 15 
minutes on Zoom. For the Zoom link and other 
details, please contact Rev Karen (see p2) 

 
Friday Morning Prayer:  Held weekly at St Mary’s Dunsforth at 9am.  

 
 

Our current service plan takes into account the continued need for social 
distancing (subject to the government's road map and Church of England 

and Diocesan guidelines) whilst still maintaining a significant online 
presence.  

 
 

All services are subject to possible change and 
cancellation due to national or local circumstances 

 
 

Please see the website for up to date information about all services 
 

 boroughbridgechurches.uk 
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Confirmation Classes 

 
If anyone (adult or young person in 
secondary school) is interested in 
being confirmed, or finding out more, 
please do send Rev Karen a message 
(see page 2) to find out more, and to 
chat about how the preparation 
might work for you. 
 
A confirmation service will be at St 
James’ Church on the morning of the 
26th September with Bishop Helen 
Ann of Ripon. 
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Roecliffe News 
 

ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB 
APRIL DRAW 

 
1st  Prize £20  (65) Hilary Newbegin 
2nd  Prize £10  (94) Glen Ogden 
3rd= Prize £5 (98) Matthew & Emma 
  Lindfield   
3rd= Prize £5 (21) John/Judith Newberry 
3rd= Prize  £5  (34) Alex & Sue Little  
 
The May draw will take place outside at 
The Crown Inn on Tuesday May 11th 
between 6.30 and 7.00pm. (Sorry, on 
Tuesday May 4th there is a Zoom Parish 
Council meeting).  
 

 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 
There will be a Holy Communion service 
in St Mary’s Church, Roecliffe at 4.00pm 
on Sunday, May 23rd. 
There will be a service in our church on 
Sunday, June 13th at 10.00am. 
 
On Easter Sunday, we had a service in St 
Mary’s Church. 25 people were allowed to 

attend. How good it was to have a service 
there after over a year without.  
 

Rev Wilf Gowing gave a very uplifting 
service before we all went outside and 
sang the final hymn, “Jesus Christ is risen 
today!” 
 

 
 

HRH Prince Philip, the Duke 
of Edinburgh 
 

I was sitting in my office wondering what 
to write in this month’s Parish Link, when 
the sad news of the passing of HRH 
Prince Philip was announced from 
Buckingham Palace. The rest of the day, 
on BBC Radio channels, was taken up 
with people talking of their meetings with 
HRH and what the Duke has achieved 
during his long life. Initially I felt sorry that 
he had not made his 100th Birthday, and 
received a telegram from his wife! But 
then I heard that he was dreading his 100th 
Birthday and all the fuss that that entailed, 
so I felt a little better! 
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I do have a photograph in my office of a 
meeting I had with His Royal Highness 
when I was 18 and in my last year at 
school. Prince Philip came to open a new 
Science Building. I was selected to 
demonstrate making a dye, which was red 
in colour. When the Duke saw it he said “It 
just looks like Tomato Ketchup!”  
 

That day in 1957 when he came to 
Uppingham School, he also made a 
further 4 visits to different establishments 
in the area before flying home!   It has 
been reported that he made over 22,000 
such visits as a member of the Royal 
Family and in support of the Charities he 
represented,  so no wonder he felt he had 
done enough when at 96 he retired from 
public duties to lead a quieter life.  He 
always had a comment to make when he 
met people. 
  

My family directly benefited from The 
Duke’s work and  launch of the Duke of 
Edinburgh’s Award Scheme, which could 
lead to a Duke of Edinburgh’s gold award. 
My brother Clive, 18 months younger than 
me, was quite a rebel when he was young 
and my parents despaired as to what to do 
with him. The Duke of Edinburgh’s Award 
scheme came to their rescue and Clive 
was shipped off to The Lake District. He 
enjoyed every minute of it as he loved 
outdoor activities.  So, he went a rebel and 
came home a very different boy!! 
The Duke will be sadly missed.  He was a 
true grand father to the United Kingdom 
and a supportive consort to the Queen.  
On behalf of  Roecliffe & Westwick, I send 
our heartfelt condolences to Her Majesty 
the Queen and the Royal family. 
 

Jim Bolland 
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Dunsforth News 

Dunsforth Draw Winners 
 

1st Prize £45   James Thompson 
2nd Prize £20  Di Hollingsworth 
3rd Prize £10   Fiona & Charles Merchie 
Congratulations to all winners! 
 

Dunsforth Online Easter Quiz 
 
Thank you to all who had a go at Phil 
Jones' testing online quiz  and in particular 
the 11 who dared to send in their answers. 
40 was the maximum number of points to 
be gained. Congratulations therefore are 
due to the winners, Ian and Mandy 
Townsend, who scored 38 and the 
runners up, Brian and Jo Tottenham with 
37. They win a bottle of Moet and a bottle 
of Dunesforde Queen of the North 2018 
sparkling wine respectively, (Thank 
goodness it wasn't the other way round!). 
A big thank you to all those who took part, 
for the £285.00 raised for St Mary's 
Church, and to Phil who devised so much 
fun. 
 

Easter Celebrations 
 

We had a lovely Good Friday Communion 
Service in the church. Thank you Karen, 
to Elizabeth for playing the organ and to 
Joan Holmes for the pretty spring flowers. 
 

Easter Sunday 
 

We celebrated Easter with our 4pm All 
Age Service, and we certainly had all 
ages!  I wouldn’t like to guess who was the 
oldest, but we had 6 week old Baby 

Alasdair as our youngest, and a wide 
range of ages in between!  The service 
was held outside so we were not limited 
to numbers which was very fortunate as 
there were well over 50 souls.  
 

 
  
The congregation was spread out in 
household bubbles on our grassy sun trap 
behind the church on picnic chairs and 
rugs.  Christine played her keyboard and 
accompanied us through 7 hymns, 
making up for missed singing 
opportunities  and John assisted with 
page holding down (rather than page 
turning) as we had quite a challenging 
wind!  
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The Easter party bags guided us though 
the Easter Story with readings being 
introduced by items such as the Palm 
Cross, Candles, breadsticks, and of 
course, chocolate eggs. The Altar was 
bordered by a super flower arrangement 
by Joan, and an Easter Tree decorated by 
Caroline.  What a wonderful way to 
celebrate Easter, thank you to all who 
attended and made it happen. 
 

 
 
Future Events 
 
St Mary's AGM: We will be holding our 
AGM after the 9am Friday morning 
prayers on 7th May. All welcome. 
 
Churchyard tidy up: This will take place 
on Saturday 5th June from 10am. Do 
please come along and help if you can.  

Pet Service: We are planning our ever 
popular Pet Service for 4pm on Sunday 
13th June. We hope to see many of you 
there with the usual array of dogs, 
hamsters, ponies etc. etc. 
 
We are planning more events through the 
summer ... further details in the next 
issue! 
 

Penny Denny 
Photographs by Caroline Sapwell 
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Aldborough News 
 
Although the weather was very chilly, it 
was so good to be able to meet up for 
socially distanced events for Palm Sunday 
and especially for Easter. The Palm 
Sunday service on YouTube with 
segments from all the churches (and from 
overseas) and contributions from Bishop 
Helen-Ann emphasised how united we 
have managed to be over the last year.  
 
The 6.30 morning Communion in 
Aldborough churchyard was a wonderful 
beginning to Easter Day.  Although there 
was frost on the ground to start, by the end 
of the service the sun had risen over the 
trees and houses to the east of the church, 
banishing the mist and the frost and 
showing off the daffodils and violets 
covering the churchyard.  Also, for the first 
time in many months we were able to sing 
in the churchyard and we were so grateful 
to Christine Wilson for bringing along her 
keyboard to lead us in our communal 
hymns. Thanks also to Jane and Tim 
Barber for bringing a brazier where we 
could take turns to warm cold hands.  
 

 
 

But in particular, thanks to Rev Karen for 
the service, and to all those from different 
churches who turned out so early in the 
day.  We hope that by next year we will 
again be able to finish with hot cross buns 
and tea or coffee!  As lockdown eases, live 
church services are restarting and we look 
forward to having St Andrew's open again 
for private prayer and visitors. 
 

 
 
The English Heritage site is open again 
although at the moment the Museum itself 
remains closed.  Booking in advance via 
the EH website is required although this 
can be done on the day. The museum has 
been refurbished with newly reinterpreted 
exhibits and it is hoped that the new 
interpretation panels giving much more 
information to visitors as they go around 
the site will soon be installed.  
Cambridge's Aldborough Roman Town 
Project plans to reopen and extend the dig 
started in 2019 in late summer, and by 
then it is hoped that open days at both the 
Museum site and the dig site will be 
possible. Further information will follow as 
available.  
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FORA's Zoom talk for May is “The 
Pocklington Chariot Burial” by Paula 
Ware, an eagerly anticipated talk that had 
to be postponed because of Covid. Paula 
is Managing Director of MAP 
Archaeological Practice, with over 30 
years as a professional archaeologist; and 
is responsible for developing the business 
which has has grown in the last few years 
to a team of 35 archaeologists. When 
MAP archaeologists discovered an Iron 
Age chariot burial during the final stages 
of an excavation at Pocklington, East 
Yorkshire in 2017, they did not realise that 
more amazing discoveries were to come. 
Further excavation - in advance of a 
development by Persimmon Homes - 
revealed two Iron Age barrows, the 
contents of which have been described as 

‘most impressive, with no British parallel’. 
The site has produced three rare and very 
different chariot burials, and the 
associated grave goods are shedding new 
light on the rituals accompanying burials. 
Two of the excavations featured on BBC’s 
“Digging for Britain” and one was voted 
Current Archaeology’s Rescue Project of 
the Year 2018. FORA really looks forward 
to Paula’s talk and to finding out more 
about these unusual burials which are 
largely restricted to this part of East 
Yorkshire that in Roman times was 
occupied by the Parisi rather than the 
Brigantes. As always, further details are at 
romanaldborough.co.uk  
 

Irene McCandlish 
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