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From the Vicarage……    Open Churches, Open Hearts         

Dear friends, 
 

Today I walked into St James (which is just 
a few steps from my house). The Church 
was already open and the visitor book was 
on display, so I had a look at what had been 
written: 
 

“Lovely Church, thank you for the visit” 
“I like the lectern because it is a golden bird” 
“Came to visit and laid flowers for__  a very 
kind man let us in to look around.” 

“Awesome      ” 
 

I was glad that the Church had been open 
enough for people to come in and find 
something that interested or inspired or 
spiritually fed them.  
 

 
 

When I left, I found that the food box in the 
porch, which says, “If you need to, please 
help yourself to a few bits: please don’t go 
hungry” was emptier than it had been earlier 
that day, and I was glad that we had made 
something available to someone in need – 
no judgement given, no strings attached. 
 

It seems to me that the Church is called to 
be “open” – physically, when we can 

manage it, but even more importantly, 
emotionally and spiritually open. I write this 
editorial in Holy Week, when we wait and 
watch as Christ opens wide his arms on the 
cross, suffering for the world that he loves. 
Can we too be open to God?  
 

Being honest about who we really are before 
God is costly, but it is the beginning of our 
healing, our hope and our salvation.  
 

Being open in our acceptance of others, 
acknowledging our common brokenness, is 
costly too, but it is the beginning of true 
community. 
 

How open do you think we are? Are there 
places in our own hearts and churches that 
are closed off from God? Are there barriers 
that say, “this far but no further”? I wonder 
what it would mean to our Churches, our 
community and our own health and 
happiness if we could grow in openness, in 
honesty, and in generosity of Spirit? We live 
on the other side of the Easter story and so 
we know the answers to these questions, 
because Jesus has lived them before us: 
true openness of heart leads to new life, new 
hope and a new start. 
 

My prayer for us all as Spring gathers apace, 
as we engage with all that interests us and 
inspires us, and all that worries us and 
disturbs us, is that God will help us to 
approach Him and one another with open 
hearts and follow the example of Jesus. 

 
 

Every blessing, 
Karen 
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Roecliffe News 

ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB RESULTS 
APRIL DRAW 

 
1st  Prize £20 (120) Hilary Newbegin 
2nd  Prize £10  (85) Scott & Ann Green  
3rd=Prize £5 (114) Jim & Jill Bolland 
3rd=Prize £5 (66) Hilary Newbegin 
3rd=Prize £5 (128) John & Kelly Burks 
 
The May Draw will take place at The 
Crown Inn on Thursday, May 5th during 
our Quiz. 
 
Dates for your Diary 
 
Thursday, May 5th at 7.30pm. A Quiz in 
the Crown Inn. Entrance £5 to include 
Refreshments, kindly provided by The 
Crown. Question Master: Paul Wilson.  
 
Sunday May 8th  
Parish Communion at 10am 
 
Sunday, June 5th at 2.00pm: The BIG 
LUNCH on the village green, for 
residents of Roecliffe, to celebrate the 
Queen’s Platinum Jubilee.   Lunch will 
be a Hog Roast with salads and dessert.  
(vegetarian option)  No Charge!   Just 
bring your own drinks, crockery, cutlery 
etc.  Tables and chairs will be provided.   
There will be Games for children and a 
tombola.  Hopefully the weather will be 
kind.  The event is being organised by 
Heather Lawson.  
 

Sunday June 12th  
Parish Communion at 10am 

 
 
Thursday, June 2nd to Sunday, June 
5th, in St Mary’s Church:  A flower 
display, with cards expressing 
memories or thoughts about HM The 
Queen. 
 

During the Bank Holiday weekend of 
June 2nd to June 5th  the church will be 
open and will host flower displays.   You 
are invited to display a small vase (could 
be a Jam Jar) of flowers, with a card 
expressing a memory or thought about 
the Queen and what her long reign has 
meant to you.   (Or just a card if you don’t 
fancy doing flowers!!) 
Children could draw a picture of the 
queen or something Royal.  
(The card:  just a plain piece of card or 
paper to be displayed in front of the 
flowers). 

Jim Bolland 
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Local Clubs & Societies 
 

We’re delighted to hear that many of our local clubs are now resuming their activities. 
Remember that any events may be affected by changes in local or national guidelines or 
restrictions, so always check with the event organiser. 
 
 
Jigsaw Club 
 
Jigsaw Club meets in the Jubilee Room 
above Boroughbridge Library on the first 
and third Mondays each month from 2-
4pm. Admission is £1 per session which 
includes a cuppa. Jigsaws can also be 
borrowed during library opening hours - 
cost 50p per jigsaw. Contact - Dorothy 
Griffin - 01423 341982 or email  
dorothy.griffin94 @yahoo.co.uk 
 
Boroughbridge & District Historical 
Society 
 
Tuesday 10 May, 7.30pm in The Jubilee 
Room above Boroughbridge Library. 
Harry Pearson will talk about The Battle 
of Byland. The talk will be followed by tea 
and biscuits. Vistors welcome! 01423 
324276.  boroughbridgehistory.co.uk  
 
Aldborough, Boroughbridge & 
Dunsforth WI 
 
Wednesday 11 May, 7.30pm at 
Aldborough Village Hall. Resolutions 
Discussions and Social Time. Get to 
know your fellow members. Competition: 
a childhood photo. Contact: Tish Hall-
Wilkinson 01423 325664. 
 

Yorkshire Countrywomen’s 
Association 
 

Thursday 12 May, 7.30pm in The Jubilee 
Room. Aromatherapy & reflexology, with 
Sarah Cooper. 01423 325503.  
 
Roecliffe WI 
 

Friday 13 May, 7.30pm at Roecliffe 
School. Tropic Natural Skincare & 
Makeup with Juliet Brake. Contact Susan 
Fieldhouse 01423 322335 
 
Mothers’ Union 
 

Thursday 19 May, 2pm at St James’ 
Church. ‘Oberammergau’ A town in the 
Bavarian Alps, known for its once-a-
decade performance of the Passion Play. 
Everyone welcome. Refreshments. 
01423 325405 or 323390.  
 
Kirby Hill WI 
 

Tuesday 3 May, 7.30pm in The 
Coronation Hall. Behind the Scenes of 
York Theatre Royal, with Maria Bewers. 
Tuesday 7 June, 7.30pm in The 
Coronation Hall. Bowen Therapy, with 
Linda Birnie. 01423 322991 or 322458. 
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Dunsforth News 
 

Dunsforth Draw Results: April  
 

1st Prize £50   B & J Tottman 
2nd Prize £20  S & S Johnson 
3rd Prize £10   Sophie Bean 

 

Congratulations to all winners! 
 

Thanks to our most senior resident, John 
Painter for doing the honours and pulling 
out the winning numbers this month.  A 
number of villagers met at the Dunesforde 
Vineyard Terrace bar for a very jolly 
evening on the second Friday of the 
month.  We hope that this will become a 
regular event over the summer months. 
 

Palm Sunday 
 
St Mary’s had a great turnout on Palm 
Sunday with 26 in the congregation 
including four children.  On a glorious 
spring morning the procession started 
from the gate, singing the first hymn with 
palm crosses in hand.  Paul Bartle, the 
Parishes’ new reader gave an excellent 
sermon and at the end of the service 
Louise served refreshments and all 
stayed for a good old chat. 
 

Sad Farewell to Valerie Thompson 
 
Val died peacefully at home with her 
family on 1st April 2022. She came to live 
in Lower Dunsforth in May 1975 and after 
only three weeks residence drove to 
Baghdad, Iraq with Peter. This after an 
interesting life overseas – Secretary at an 

airport in Libya, Air Hostess in Trinidad 
and the Caribbean, then wife, mother and 
businesswoman in Fiji. 
 

 
 
During her 47 years in the village she 
continued to be active and involved in the 
community – PA to Sir Henry Lawson-
Tancred, Custodian at Aldborough 
Roman Town, Oxfam Boroughbridge 
(secondhand books) for 25 years.  She 
was a Churchwarden at St. Mary’s 
Dunsforth for 20 years and Secretary of 
the PCC for even longer. Organiser of 
village events and fundraiser for the 
Church and charities Hope & Homes for 
Children and PhysioNet to name but a 
few.  Valerie raised thousands of pounds 
doing not one but two skydives aged 78 
and again at 80!  She was an avid 
traveller, bookworm, gardener and very 
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gifted at needlework, overseeing the 
making of new kneelers in the church and 
re-building the War Memorial as a 
millennium project. She will be dearly 
missed. 
 

Churchyard TLC 
 

 
 
Thank you to everyone who came along 
with rakes and secateurs and gave the 
churchyard a spruce up before the new 
grass cutting contractor (Miles Simpson of 
Thirsk Garden Maintenance) started work.  
Miles has taken on this task from Aiden 
Foster who has done a fantastic job of 
maintaining the churchyard for many 
years.   Thanks to churchwarden Louise 
for refreshments and freshly baked 
cookies halfway through the hard work. 
 

 

Belated Birthday Bash 
 
In March 2020 Joan Holmes, who has 
lived in Lower Dunsforth since 1991, 
invited the whole village to a significant 
birthday party, but Covid struck and so it 
was put on hold for two years.   
 

 
 
On a beautiful spring day in late March 
everyone gathered in her back garden to 
wish her Happy Birthday, along with great 
food and refreshments. It was a wonderful 
opportunity to meet everyone, including 
the four new families who have moved into 
the village in the past year.  Thank you 
Joan for putting on your own birthday 
party for the benefit of all.  
 
 

Social Events on the Horizon 

• Queen’s Platinum Jubilee 
Celebrations - Friday 3 June 

 

• Dunsforth Party in the Park - 
Sunday 24 July 
 
 

Caroline Sapwell



 

       
 

      
 



How Lucky Are We 
 

Last month I really couldn’t think 
Of anything interesting to put in The Link 
It’s still only March but I have to say 
This won’t appear until early May 
 

Mid March we had temperatures rising high             
With day after day a bright warm sun in the sky 
We all knew being March this couldn’t last 
And suddenly temperatures plummeted fast 
 

We heard on the news of the war in Ukraine 
Everyone thinks it’s totally insane 
Many lives and homes have all been lost 
We ask ourselves – but at what cost          
 

The local community are working together 
Some driving abroad through very bad weather 
Taking provisions, blankets and clothes 
Shampoo and toothpaste, anything goes 
 

We must never forget how lucky we are 
What we think as essentials – a mobile – a car 
Some unfortunate people are homeless & forlorn      
What a difference as to where we were born      
 

Time flies by, now April is here 
Green leaves on the trees have begun to appear 
It’s still quite cold and we hope it won’t snow 
As the corn in the fields is beginning to show 
 

We have a sunrise service on Easter day 
Out in the open I have to say 
Our Churches were bare all during Lent 
Now the Easter flowers seem Heaven sent 
 

The countryside is awash with daffodils 
From busy roadsides to distant hills 
There’s forsythia, blackthorn and camellias too 
Magnolia and cherry blossom to name just a few 
 

Phyll - for the Parish Link May 2022 
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From the Registers 

 

We have Welcomed into the Church through Baptism 

 

 

Nancy Frederica Gwen Nicholson (St Andrew’s, Aldborough) 

Ralph Paul Ashley (St Andrew’s, Aldborough) 

Henry Joseph Ashley (St Andrew’s, Aldborough) 

Sadie Alicja Hanser (St Mary’s, Roecliffe) 

Connor Louis McGirr Walsh (St Mary’s, Roecliffe) 

Maisie Grace Walsh (St Mary’s, Roecliffe) 

Nicole Amanda McGirr (St Mary’s, Roecliffe) 
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Church Services 
 
 

Sunday 1 May  10am Whole Parish Family Communion at St Mary’s, Dunsforth 
3rd of Easter 
 

Sunday 8 May  8.30am Traditional Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Dunsforth 
4th of Easter 10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Roecliffe 

10am Songs of Praise at St James’, Boroughbridge 
 

Sunday 15 May  10am Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, Aldborough 
5th of Easter 10am Sunday Worship at St James’, Boroughbridge 

4pm Messy Church at St James’, Boroughbridge 
 

Sunday 22 May  10am Songs of Praise at St Andrew’s, Aldborough 
6th of Easter 10am Traditional Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Dunsforth 

10am Holy Communion at St James’, Boroughbridge 
 

Sunday 29 May  8.30am Traditional Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, Aldborough 
7th of Easter 10am Holy Communion at St John’s, Minskip 

6pm Evensong at St James’, Boroughbridge 
 

Sunday 5 Jun  10am Whole Parish Family Communion at St James’ B’bridge 
Pentecost 

 
Sunday 12 Jun  8.30am Traditional Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Dunsforth 
Trinity Sunday 10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Roecliffe 

10am Sunday Worship at St James’, Boroughbridge 
 

 

Regular Weekday Services 
 

Zoom Morning Prayer:   Mondays at 9.30am. (2nd-23rd May only) 
Wednesday Communion: 10.45am at St James’ Church, Boroughbridge.  
Compline (Night Prayer):  Thursdays at 8pm on Zoom (during May only) 
Friday Morning Prayer: Held weekly at St Mary’s Dunsforth at 9am.  
 

Please see the website for up-to-date information about all services - boroughbridgechurches.uk 
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Aldborough News 
 

 

As I write, we are in the middle of Holy 
Week and looking forward to Easter. The 
Palm Sunday procession from 
Boroughbridge to Aldborough was well 
attended and blessed by sun and a gentle 
breeze that gave us all a pleasant walk – 
except perhaps for Paul Farelly who was 
carrying the processional cross! As we 
reached the Green Hammerton Road, we 
could hear the bellringers encouraging us 
up the hill and onwards into Aldborough 
where we regrouped on the Green before 
singing our way into and around the 
church. Many thanks to John Moss who 
organised and led the services in both St 
James' and St Andrew's, to all the 
readers, and to those who provided and 
served the well-deserved refreshments 
after the service. We now look forward to 
Easter Day and hope for similar good 
weather for the 6.30 service at the 
cemetery.  
 

  
 
One thing that was noticeable as we 
walked up the road was the absence of 
litter on the verges and in the hedges.  

Saturday 9th was litterpicking day in both 
Boroughbridge and Aldborough. Sarah 
and Sean Hynes organised the 
Aldborough efforts and reported that they 
had delivered 6 (!) trailer loads of litter and 
other rubbish down to the Harrogate 
Borough Council lorry. That included 
clearing not only Aldborough itself but the 
first parts of the roads to Boroughbridge, 
Dunsforth and Marton as well, of course, 
the river walk – beloved of dog walkers 
and therefore disfigured by poo bags 
dropped by the irresponsible few who give 
all dog walkers a bad name. I went down 
round the river on Monday and, sad to 
say, found two crisp packets and a bright 
green poo bag neatly placed at the side of 
Hall Arm Lane all of 200 yards from the bin 
at the top of the road – words fail me.  
 
Just the other day, I was given two issues 
of the Boroughbridge Deanery Magazine 
(a predecessor of the Parish Link) from 
May and September 1957 that had been 
found in the Dairy during its recent 
renovation.  In May, instead of our current 
United Parish, there were three separate 
parishes – Aldborough and Dunsforth 
(Minskip was included here but not in the 
title), Boroughbridge, and Roecliffe. 
Change was clearly in the air. May 10th 
marked the Institution of the Rev C A 
Atherley to Aldborough and Dunsforth 
with the hope that Rev Charles and his 
wife “will find such a happy sphere of life 
and service in Aldborough that they will 
not leave for a long time”.  Very prescient: 
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Rev Charles was vicar until 1973 and, of 
course, his daughters Christine Wilson, 
our organist, and Jane Handford, wife of 
Bishop Clive are still well-known members 
of our local community.  Then on October 
11th, the Rev S H Sharpe was inducted to 
the newly united Parish of Boroughbridge 
and Roecliffe, the service being held at 
Roecliffe with Rev Sydney commenting “ I 
hope some of the Boroughbridge people 
will be present, you will be very 
welcome”(!). Now all five churches are 
part of our united benefice and although 
we still have individual services we do also 
have united services regularly, not just for 
special occasions.  
 

 
 
Because of concerns over rising (again) 
Covid cases, Nick Wilson's FORA talk and 

the AGM in the village hall were 
postponed.  Covid cases are again falling 
and so the AGM will now take place in the 
village hall on Saturday 7th May at 1.30 
followed at 2.30 by Dr Sophie Hay from 
Cambridge University talking about 
“Surveying Pompeii and other Roman 
Towns.  Sophie spent 17 years living in 
Italy and gained her Doctorate for work 
with the British School at Rome's Pompeii 
Project under the direction of world 
renowned Pompeii expert Professor 
Andrew Wallace-Hadrill. Nick Wilson's talk 
on the Hunday Field Farm excavations will 
now take place on 26th November in the 
village hall. As always, for further details 
contact  secretary @romanaldborough.co.uk 
 

Irene McCandlish 
 

 

 

 



18 

 

 



19 

 

Minskip News 
 

Friday 25 March Quiz Night 
 
It was lovely to welcome everyone back to 
this ever popular event. It was a sell-out, 
and twelve teams competed. Quizmaster 
Olly Backhouse set us some challenging 
questions and it was a closely fought 
contest with Margaret and her Kirby Hill 
team emerging as winners. 
 
Traditional Pie and Peas was served after 
the first set of questions.  
 
Many thanks to Olly for devising the 
questions and to all who helped set up and 
clear away, served supper and donated 
prizes to our magnificent raffle. Special 
mention to Minskip Farm Shop and The 
Wild Swan, and last but not least to 
everyone who came to make it such an 
enjoyable evening. 
 
£495 in total was raised (£215 on the 
raffle) which was a fantastic result. 
 

Mothering Sunday 27 March 
 
We were delighted to welcome Paul Bartle 
our new reader and his wife Maxine to this 
special service, and it was good to see 2 
families in the congregation especially as 
the clocks had gone forward that morning!  
   
Posies were distributed to the mothers 
and coffee was served in the village hall 
afterwards. 

Dates for your Diary 
 
Jubilee Weekend 
Friday 3rd – Sunday 5th June 
Flower Festival in Church, photo 
exhibition of previous Minskip Jubilee 
celebrations. The church will be open 2–4 
pm on the three days. A Family Day on 
Sunday 5th June with various activities 
centred around the church and village hall, 
and a Bring & Share Tea from 2–6pm.  
 
Plant Sale Saturday 18 June 10 – 
12noon 
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Ripon Cathedral 1350th – Celebrating 1350 Years of Faith and Heritage 
 
Jill Bolland and I represented our Parish 
at a briefing as to what to expect in 2022 
to celebrate the above. The briefing was 
given by Dean John and Jo Priestley, an 
Archeologist who is in  charge of the 
Marketing at Ripon Cathedral. 
 
And what a packed programme is in store! 
All covered in an excellent brochure, 
which is freely available. 
 
The crypt in Ripon Cathedral is the oldest 
Cathedral fabric in the UK dating from 
672AD. York Minster may tell you they are 
older dating from 627AD but they have no 
fabric from that date. Wilfrid was a 
Missionary Bishop spending time in 
Rome, and Lyon (three years) where he 
learnt all about the Benedictine Rule. On 
returning to Ripon he set about building 
his church on land that the King gave him. 
Ripon was the first stone church in the 
North of England. Today’s church is the 
fourth on this site. 
 
2022 is about celebrating the life of the 
church in the future. The launch weekend 
starts on Thursday, April 28th. There will 
be a Birthday cake and a concert in the 
evening. It will be a weekend to enjoy with 
Son et Luminere, and special services and 
finishing with the beer festival on Monday, 
2nd May. 
 
On May 5th, Tom Holland, Author and 
Historian will bring 672AD to life, and Max 
Adams will give another historical talk in 
July. Masses of exhibitions in the 
Cathedral over the summer with a special 

Peter Marlow Photography Exhibition. 
 
There will also be an Autumn Lecture 
series in September and October by 
eminent Professors. 
 
For the Parishes to be involved they will 
be invited to Cathedral Pilgrimage events 
with hospitality. These Pilgimages will be 
on Saturday mornings on May 14th, June 
18th and July 16th. 
 
The St Wilfrid's Banquet will be held on 
October 14th, the closing Celebration  will 
be a Service on Sunday 16th October at 
10.30am. 
 

Jim Bolland 
 



                                                  

 

 

 
 
 



Music to aid Ukraine 
 

 
 
Well done to Jess and Immie Gardiner, 
who busked outside the Vicarage on 8th 
April.  
 

 
 
The two girls sang and played flute, violin 
and recorder, They raised £165.28, which 
has been sent to UNICEF’s work with 
Ukrainian children and families. 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 



 
 

 
A group from Ripon Episcopal area are taking the trip to Oberammergau in June 
this year including several of us who attend All Saints Church, Kirby Hill and are 
members of Mothers’ Union. Everyone is more than welcome to come along and 
hear this talk which will be given by Barbara Vaughan who took the trip in the year 
2000. If you are thinking of going or have been before we would love to hear your 
experience 
 

Thursday 19th May 2.00pm 

St James Parish Church 

Church Lane 

Oberammergau 

 
Oberammergau is a town in the Bavarian Alps, 

Germany. It’s known for its once-a-decade 
performance of the Passion Play in the Passion 

Play Theatre. 
 

Everyone welcome 

Refreshments 

Please just come along or 

Contact: Jeni 01423 323390 

Or Margaret 01423 325405 

margaret.crawford47@tiscali.co.uk 
 



St James’ Boroughbridge  
 

April 100 club draw results         
 

1st prize  £25  Mr T Weeds (60)  
2nd prize £10  Mrs J Coates (41) 
3rd prize  £5    Mrs D Whitehouse (35) 
 
Entering our monthly 100 club draw costs just 
£12 per year, for more details or to sign up 
contact Neil Lister on 01423 579967. 

 

Coffee Mornings 
 
Our regular coffee mornings on the first 
Saturday of each month have now 
restarted. The next one will be on 
Saturday 7th May, 10am to 12 noon. 
Everyone welcome! 
 

Messy Church 
 

 
 
See this month’s front cover picture it’s the 
Easter garden which was put together by 
the Messy Good Friday group. The Easter 
garden can be seen in the font outside the 
church main door, the font came from the 
original church which was located in the 
middle of the town. 
 
The next Messy Church will be held on 
Sunday 15th May at 4pm. All are welcome 
to come and join in. 

 

Mother’s Day at St James’ saw a break in 
lent when we have flowers in the church, 
as is the tradition we give posies to all 
the ladies. Towards the end of the 
service we went into the churchyard and 
formed a circle(ish) around the church, 
this is an ancient tradition of giving 
thanks for the ‘mother church’ known 
‘clipping the church’. 
 

 
 
The collection from our service of £196 
was donated to a charity to help 
Ukrainian refugees currently arriving in 
Poland. Further details of our Ukrainian 
text giving appeal can be found on the 
back cover of the magazine and at St 
James’ church. 
  

Virtual Tour 
 

Thanks to Steve Patton, we can now 
enjoy a virtual tour of St James’ Church 
on our parish website. Find it here: 
boroughbridgechurches.uk/virtual-tours/ 
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