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WHO’S WHO 
 

VICAR   
Rev Karen Gardiner   
The Vicarage, Church Lane, 
Boroughbridge YO51 9BA 
01423 326518  

karen.gardiner @leeds.anglican.org 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
Mrs Caroline Punter 
admin@ boroughbridgechurches.uk

    
   

CHURCHWARDENS 

ALDBOROUGH  
Mrs Liz Vose  203503 
Mr J Lawson-Tancred 326162 

BOROUGHBRIDGE  
Mr P Farrelly  504913 
Mrs K Ambrose  322070 
 
DUNSFORTH  
Mrs F. Merchie  322526 
Mrs P. Denny  322901 

MINSKIP  
Mr R Beaumont  322365 

ROECLIFFE 
Mr J. Bolland  325091 
Mr S. Jarvis  322026 

 

 
READER 
John Francis Moss  07515 825198   
Johnfrancismoss @icloud.com  
 
MAGAZINE EDITORS 
David Bellwood  324276   
Paul Farrelly  504913 
Email:     
link @boroughbridgechurches.uk 
 

Please note that copy for inclusion in 
any one month should be sent to the 
Editors by the 12th of the previous 
month. 
 
Local Village Contacts: 
ALDBOROUGH:  Irene McCandlish 
Tel: 326240  iapm @btinternet.com 
BOROUGHBRIDGE:  Mr P Farrelly    
Tel: 504913                      
paul@farrellys.co.uk 
DUNSFORTH:  Mrs P Denny         
Tel: 322901       
penelopedenny@tiscali.co.uk 
MINSKIP:   Mrs D Wilson        
Tel: 322712   
wilsondorothy@hotmail.co.uk 
ROECLIFFE:   Mr J. Bolland              
Tel: 325091                
j.bolland@hotmail.com

 

 
In these difficult times, do remember that your Church community is here for 
you. If you, or anyone you know, would like to talk to someone, or if we can 
help in any way, please do get in touch with Karen, John or one of our 
Wardens, all of whose details are in this magazine.  
 
You can also contact us through our website www.boroughbridgechurches.uk 
and through Facebook - @boroughbridgechurches  
 

 

 

mailto:paul@farrellys.co.uk
mailto:penelopedenny@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:wilsondorothy@hotmail.co.uk
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From the Vicarage…….     Remembering Light….. 

 

Remembering always forms an 
important part of November. We 
“remember, remember, the 5th of 
November” of course. We remember 
loved ones who have died on All 
Souls Day and we remember the 
fallen on Remembrance Sunday and 
on the 11th at 11am. We will 
remember in slightly different ways 
this year of course, with a virtual All 
Souls service and more muted 
Remembrance events, but we shall 
still remember. 
 
One of the things that makes us 
human is our ability to remember 
and to reflect on the past. It is not, as 
far as we know, something any other 
species is capable of. In fact, our 
memories are, to a large extent, how 
we define ourselves. My Facebook 
feed is constantly telling me, “here 
are your memories from …. years 
ago”. The algorithm knows that I care 
about these things. On a more 
serious and important level, I often 
encourage families at funerals to 
share memories with one another. 
Memories help to heal us - more 
than that, even, memories form us - 
we are who we are because of the 
people we have known and the 
experiences we have had. Our past is 
not irrelevant. 

One day, we will be looking back on 
2020. I wonder how we will describe 
it to people who weren’t there? I 
wonder what ways it will form us? 
This experience has the potential to 
make us more self pre-occupied, 
more anxious, more isolated - not 
just physically but psychologically 
and spiritually. It also has the 
potential to do just the opposite - to 
challenge us to be courageous, and 
to remind us of the importance of 
each person, the value of community 
and the significance of seeing and 
nurturing that which is outside 
ourselves. 
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As I sat down to think about these 
things, an email popped into my 
inbox from one of the families in our 
Parish, sending me a picture of Molly 
and Jack on the second anniversary 
of their baptism (see picture on 
previous page). They are looking up 
at their lit baptism candles which are 
given to all those who are baptised to 
help them to remember that they, 
just like Jesus, bring light and joy into 
the world and their presence here 
makes the world a better place.  

This is their calling, and it is our 
calling too. 
 

Remember this: Jesus is the light of 

the world - and we are called to be 
light too. Let’s remember with 
thanksgiving this month, and look 
beyond the past, beyond these 
present troubles, to the light that 
shines in the darkness. 
 

Every blessing 
Karen 
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Aldborough News 
 

Our modified Harvest Service took place 
on Sunday 11th October and was well 
attended. Many thanks to those who 
turned up to sing in the choir and especial 
thanks to Rev Karen for teaching the rest 
of us how to join in the choruses for “We 
plough the fields and scatter” and “ Great 
is thy faithfulness” using British Sign 
Language!  Thank you also everyone who 
brought donations for the food bank. 
These have all been safely transferred  for 
onward transmission to where they can 
best be used.  Although we could not 
decorate as normal, the harvest gifts were 
all present in the north chapel and we had 
some harvest flowers as well. 
 

 
 
The service was also notable as it marked 
the retiral of Frances Foster as sacristan 
for St Andrew's after more years than any 
of us (including Frances) can remember. 
For most of us, Frances has simply always 
been there, making sure that everything is 
in order for standard or special services, 
co-opting whoever is needed to make sure 
things go smoothly (including then Princes 
William and Harry for one memorable 

wedding service) and being, usually with 
Aidan, the last to leave. One of the 
frequent comments about St Andrew's is 
how well cared for and welcoming the 
church is and this is in large part due to 
the example Frances has set for the rest 
of us in ensuring that not only is the fabric 
of the church looked after but that a warm 
welcome is extended to old and new 
worshippers or visitors. Rev Karen 
presented Frances with a bouquet and 
card to mark the occasion to a loud round 
of applause.  
 

 
 
The FORA zoom talk for November,  
“Cartimandua, Queen of the North”, will be 
given on Monday 9th  by Julie Prescott, one 
of the FORA Trustees but also site 
manager for the EH Roman Town site. We 
look forward to hearing about the last 
Queen of the Brigantes who seems to 
have got on better with the Romans than 
her contemporary Boudicca.  More details 
from the FORA website at 
romanaldborough.co.uk. 
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Finally, I think a prize for the best 
Halloween decorations in Aldborough 
should go to the Fernandez family at 
Prospect House for their truly creepy 
witches coven! 
 

Irene McCandlish 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 



Dunsforth News 
 

October Dunsforth Draw Results 
 
1st Prize £42   Martin Keen 
2nd Prize £15  Ian Andrews 
3rd Prize £10   Trevor Hardaker 
Congratulations to all winners! 
 
Harvest Festival 
 
 We had a lovely harvest celebration in the 
churchyard on 20th September. The 
weather obliged and we had a wonderful 
turnout of young and old of about 50 
people. We were lucky to have the benefit 
of the flowers from the Wildblood wedding, 
they definitely added to the atmosphere. 

We had the usual format of bringing 
harvest gifts to the altar. Christine led the 
singing and the little assembled choir 
made all the difference to the Service. 
Thanks to Karen, Christine and all who 
helped set up and organise. 
 
Wildblood wedding 
 
We would like to offer huge 
congratulations to Ra and Andrew who 
despite all their problems of second 
guessing what was allowed or not allowed 
... their wedding was originally planned for 
May ... managed a happy and successful 
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day with 30 guests present and blessed 
with lovely weather too. 
 
Neil Dyson 
 
Sadly Neil Dyson passed away recently 
after a short stay in hospital. Neil has been 
an endearing feature of the village for 
many years, kind and generous to the 
village and the church, he will be 
particularly remembered for helping Mike 
Morrell who suffered a stroke  before he 
too cruelly suffered a stroke himself 
around 10 years ago. He will be 
remembered by many whose homes he 
visited and on his frequent walks to 
Aldborough and beyond, always with a 

cheerful wave and smile despite his poor 
family having trouble keeping a tab on his 
whereabouts! We will all miss him greatly 
and our thoughts and prayers are with 
Joan and Carl. 
 
Remembrance Service 
We will be holding a short Remembrance 
Service at the War Memorial at 10.40am 
on Sunday 8th November at which we 
hope you will join us. 
 
Christmas Services   
We hope to have a better idea for the 
December issue! 
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Roecliffe News 
 

 
 

ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB 
OCTOBER DRAW 

 
1st  Prize £20  (89) John & Judith Newberry 
2nd  Prize £10  (82) Bernard & Elaine Porter 
3rd= Prize  £5  (2) Jo Mitchell  
3rd= Prize  £5  (64) Anne Braithwaite 
3rd =Prize  £5  (128) John & Kelly Burks  
 
The November draw will take place on 
Tuesday, November 3rd at The Crown 
Inn, Roecliffe between 6.30 and 7.00pm. 
With the latest change in rules we will 
have to split ourselves into tables of six 
to witness the draw.  
 
ROECLIFFE HARVEST FESTIVAL 
 
On a breezy Friday evening at 5.30pm 
on September 18th St. Mary’s Church 
had their Harvest Festival service on 
the village green. With the kind loan of 

amplifiers and microphones from Mike 
Wildblood and again with power from 
the village school we were away! Our 
established village choir of the vicar’s 
family and local volunteers sang two 
hymns – We plough the fields and 
scatter, and Come ye thankful people 
come.  
 
With everyone battling to hang onto 
their service sheets and hymns we had 
a very successful service which the 40 
attendees enjoyed. All the gifts were 
presented by any children present and 
young adults. As the photograph 
shows the altar was full by the end of 
the service. Thanks are also due to 
everyone who contributed to the food 
bank. An incredible amount was 
donated, which will surely be 
appreciated. 
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The only thing that the organisers 
failed to provide was a stream of farm 
vehicles laden with farm produce 
driving past the village green during 
the service. If we are still in our present 
state next year then this is something 
to address! 
Thanks are especially due to Rev Karen 
for taking the service with her usual 
aplomb, and for going along with all 
the churches plans for ensuring all get 
their Harvest Festival service. So much 
appreciated! 
 
Other village news – The Crown seems 
to be surviving well, and has recently 
introduced a 20% off for all meals 
provided from Tuesday to Thursday, 
and a two course Sunday lunch for £18, 
(3 courses £21). There is no chef on a 
Monday night. What the villagers 
appreciate greatly is the fact that one 
can go just for a drink if one wishes, 
and once we can get out of this Covid 
dilema, I am sure this will be taken up 
by more people.. 
 
Since The Crown reopened St. Mary’s 
Church has been opened at weekends, 
and every day during the Heritage 
week in September. Several visitors 
must have taken opportunity of this, 
since in six weeks £62 has been 
donated to the Churches Conservation 
Trust. 
 

Jim Bolland  

.  
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Minskip Wild Flower Quiz 
 
The late autumn/early winter quiz is one of 
the highlights of the Minskip calendar. 
Hosted impeccably by Olly Backhouse and 
always a sell-out, the popular quiz raises 
funds for Minskip Church. This year, of 
course, it won’t be able to go ahead, so we 
are running a quiz in the Parish Link and 
on-line in Minskip Matters and via the St 
Raphael’s Group.  
 
This Wild Flower quiz has been compiled 
by Jean Joynes and should appeal to 
anyone with even a passing interest in 
botany and nature. The main prize is a 
bottle of Glenfiddich Whisky, kindly 

donated by Jean. There will be a special 
box of chocolates for the runner-up. 
  
There is no specific entry fee, but 
donations are encouraged and should be 
sent by cheque, made out to Minskip 
Mission Church, or cash, to Camilla 
Backhouse, Denby House, Minskip, If you 
would like to pay by bank transfer, please 
contact Robert on 01423 323139 for the 
church’s account details. Please send your 
answers to Minskip Lodge, Minskip, near 
Boroughbridge, York YO51 9JF or to robert 
@robertbeaumont.co.uk by Monday 
November 9. Good luck! The answers are 
all common names of wild flowers. 

 
1)      The Scottish emblem 
2)      Keeps Basil’s hands warm 
3)      Awakens the soldiers 
4)      There might be rings on them 
5)      The opposite of golden flower 
6)      Unperfumed flower you might expect to see between April and June 
7)      Used for sweeping 
8)      Tattered redbreast 
9)      Damp place for rubber gloves 
10)    Happiness when going on holiday 
11)    Baby hen is the gardeners’ enemy 
12)    High flyers urge their horses on 
13)    Watery fireworks 
14)    Over the stable 
15)    Ovine keepers’ wallet 
16)    Regal coppers 
17)    Felix’s audio aid 
18)    Drink it with dandelions 
19)    Keep them open when the guns are out 
20)    Loose garment, not for the gentlemen 
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Beautiful Scotland 
 

We took a trip my daughter and I 
Setting off on a definite high 
With her little puppy just 13 weeks old 
Richmond (sausage dog) was ever so bold 
 
Richie loved to run and play 
Gaining confidence every day 
Lots of doggie friends he made 
Big or small he was not afraid 
 
The Scottish Highlands - an amazing sight 
By Autumn sunshine or the moon at night 
Seals were basking on the shore 
And in the water there were several more 
 
Spectacular mountains and colourful rocks 
Seemed to be guarding the beautiful lochs 
The Stags were noisy, for a reason 
September is the rutting season 
 

Soon the fighting would begin 
The strongest Stag was bound to win 
With antlers locked and resistance low 
The losing Stag would have to go 
 
Highland cattle and Galloways too 
Grazed the fields in the morning dew 
We saw some Salmon leap close by 
And a Sea Eagle hovering way up high 
 
Sad to leave but I couldn’t moan 
It’s always good to come back home 
Our harvest festivals are in full swing 
But sadly the bells are too close to ring 
 
 

Keep well, keep safe, keep smiling 
Phyll                          

October 2020
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Church Services 
 

 
As some of our special services are very popular, we have made the decision to 
introduce booking for these to ensure safe numbers in Church. Bookings for St 
Andrews and St James special events should be made by email to our Parish 
Administrator , Caroline (see p2). 
 
As we have limited capacity for our special events at the moment, we will prioritise 
families with children to attend the Christingle services. Thank you for your 
understanding. 
 
All our Churches where services are being held remain COVID compliant in 
accordance with government and Church rules. If you would find it reassuring to 
come and look round our premises prior to attending a service, please do get in 
touch. 
 
 
Sun 1st November All Saints 10am at St James Boroughbridge 

with Bishop Helen-Ann (fully booked)) 
 
Wed 4th November  10.45am Holy Communion at St James’ 
 
Sun 6th December  10am All Age at St Andrews, Aldborough 
St Nicholas’ Day 

4pm Holy Communion for St Nicholas at Dunsforth 
 

Wed 9th December  10.45am Holy Communion at St James’ 
 
Sun 13th December Advent 3  10am St Andrew’s Aldborough 
 

4pm Christingle service at St James (please book) 
 

Wed 16th December  10.45am Holy Communion at St James’ 
 
Sun 20th December Advent 4  10am St James, Boroughbridge 
 

4pm Christingle service at St Andrews (please book) 
 

https://boroughbridgechurches.uk/booking-form/
https://boroughbridgechurches.uk/booking-form/
https://boroughbridgechurches.uk/booking-form/
https://boroughbridgechurches.uk/booking-form/
https://boroughbridgechurches.uk/booking-form/
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Christmas Eve  10am Christmas Communion at St Mary’s Dunsforth 
(please book via Dunsforth Wardens) 

 
11.30pm Midnight Mass at St James Boroughbridge 
(please book) 

 
Christmas Day   10am St Andrews Aldborough (please book) 
 
 
There will be no live service in our Churches on Sunday 27th December. 
 
Throughout the season, a variety of Youtube services will be recorded from various Church 
locations. 
 
 
Compline (Night Prayer) 
 
There will be a quiet, short service of night prayer (compline) every Thursday starting 5th 
November on Zoom. It will start at 8pm and will be no more than 15 minutes. For the Zoom 
link and other details, please contact Rev Karen (see p2) 
 

 
Holy Communion service at St James’ each Wednesday 10.45am (not Nov 11-Dec 2) 

Friday morning prayer at St Mary’s Dunsforth 9am continues weekly (Not Nov 6-27)  
 Monday “Zoom” morning prayer 9.30am continues weekly 

Thursday “Zoom” Compline 8pm continues weekly 
 
 
 

All services are subject to possible change and 
cancellation due to national or local circumstances 

 
Please see the website for up to date information  

 boroughbridgechurches.uk 
 

https://boroughbridgechurches.uk/whos-who/
https://boroughbridgechurches.uk/booking-form/
https://boroughbridgechurches.uk/booking-form/
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25 Years Ago 
 

From the 1995 issues of 
‘The Parish Link’ 

 

 
 
On Sunday 20th August, Lynne and Arthur 
Unitt, along with their son Edward, 
enjoyed a very special day in York. It 
being the 50th anniversary of VJ Day, a 
service was held in York Minster at which 
their Royal Highnesses the Duke and 
Duchess of Kent and other dignitaries 
were present. The Duchess read the first 
reading, and Major General Geoffrey 
Collin (of Roecliffe) read the second. 
  
Arthur was there to parade the 
Boroughbridge Standard of the Royal 
British Legion. Lynne and Edward 
watched the parade assemble. Later, as 

they made their way to where the parade 
was to finish, Lynne looked around for 
someone to ask for directions, and, seeing 
a gentleman standing next to a minibus, 
approached him to ask. This gentleman 
turned out to be the Archdeacon of York, 
George Austin, who invited Lynne and 
Edward to travel with them on their bus – 
the other half of ‘them’ being the 
Archbishop of York, John Hapgood. 
During the journey, Edward became great 
friends with the Archbishop! 
 
Roecliffe Church held their Harvest 
Festival Service in church on Friday 20th 
October – it was followed by supper and 
dance in the Coach House. 
 
On 10th October, Boroughbridge & District 
Historical Society arranged a talk by 
Patrick Howat on ‘History of Railways in 
the Boroughbridge area’. 
 
There was an exhibition of watercolours 
by local artist Anne Pallister in Aldborough 
Church Institute on 14th October. This was 
raising funds for the church, and for the 
Injured Jockeys Holiday Fund. 
 
During November, Services of 
Remembrance were held at Aldborough, 
Boroughbridge, and Dunsforth Churches. 
 
On 4th November, Aldborough Ladies 
Working Party held an enjoyable and 
successful coffee morning, raising £580. 
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Minskip News 
 

 

Minskip villagers, led by the tireless Olly 

Backhouse, have created and published a 

special Lockdown Cookbook, which is the 

perfect stocking filler or outright gift this 

Christmas. With over 75 illustrated recipes 

for all sorts of gorgeous food, as well as 

an exciting array of alcoholic and non-

alcoholic drinks, the Minskip Lockdown 

Cookbook is a joyous celebration of 

cooking in these testing times. 

 

 

 

The modest Olly says: “Can I say a big 

thank you to all those who have 

contributed towards getting this book 

together and to everyone who buys it? 

During the lockdown caused by 

Coronavirus, many of us have had more 

time at home and allowed ourselves to be 

creative and to enjoy our cooking. 

 

“The proceeds of the sale of this book go 

to St Johns’s Church, Minskip which, 

together with other local organisations, 

were able to identify who was at particular 

risk during the pandemic, work out what 

could be done and to whom to send help. 

This has allowed many to rediscover a 

meaningful sense of togetherness and 

responsibility that creates a community 

that we all like to live in.” 

 

The Lockdown Cookbook costs £10 and is 

available now from Olly Backhouse Tel: 

01423 329158; Robert Beaumont 01423 

322365; and Dorothy Wilson 01423 

322712. It is also available from some 

local retail outlets. 
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St James’ church working with the 
Boroughbridge Royal British Legion 
Poppy appeal 2020 
 

This year has presented all of us with unprecedented challenges 
brought about by the global pandemic, charitable organisations have 
been particularly hit the hardest with most traditional fundraising 
activities having to be put on hold. 
 
Earlier this year St James’ church PCC set up a text giving service to 
make donating to the work of the church as easy as sending a friend a 
text message, we have extended this facility to help the 
Boroughbridge RBL plug the gap left by not being able to actively sell 
poppies. 
 

It’s simple to use,  

To donate simply text the word POPPY followed by an amount 
between £1 & £20 to 70450 
 

Example: to donate £3 text POPPY3 or POPPY 3 to 70450 
 

Texts cost your donation plus one standard rate message 
 

Gift aid, if you are a UK tax payer, by following the link on the follow up 

message your donation can be increased by 25%. 
 

Thank you for your support and stay safe from St James’ PCC and 
Boroughbridge Royal British Legion. 
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Please Book! 

 
There will be an increasing number of 
occasions where we will be asking you to 
book in advance in the next few months, 
as you might do if you were going to a 
concert or for a day out. We realise that 
this might seem inconvenient, or at odds 
with what we hope to be as a Church. We 
will only ask for booking for special 
services to make sure that we continue to 
be both safe and welcoming, and to avoid 
potential disappointment. We would be 
very grateful if you could take advantage 
of the booking system to help us to plan 
for the numbers. Please contact our 
administrator Caroline (see p2) or book 
online on our website 
boroughbridgechurches.uk 
 

Readers/Intercessors 
 
Rev'd Karen has asked whether anyone 
would like to read at any of the Sunday 
services. If you are interested, please let 
Caroline know (see address above) and 
we can add your name to the Readers'  
Rota. You may wish to read occasionally 
or more frequently, either would be much 
appreciated. 

 

From the Registers 
 

Sadly, we have laid to rest 
Neil Dyson 

8th October at St Mary’s Dunsforth 

May he rest in peace and rise in Glory 
 

 
 

 
 

 



 

 
 

Morning Prayer 
 
Karen is running a short ‘Zoom’ morning 
prayer service on Mondays at 9.30am. All 
are welcome - do have coffee with you if 
you like, and stay for a chat. It would be 
helpful if you would like to bring with you 
a Bible and the order of service which is 
available on the website or by email. 
 
To join, please contact Karen for the 
details (see page 2). 
 
Other resources for worshipping at home 
(orders of service, prayers, sermons, etc) 
are available from our website 
www.boroughbridgechurches.uk or by 
email from Karen (see page 2).  
 
 

Thank You 
 
We would like to thank our daughter in 
law, Mrs Donna Unitt, although parted 
from our Son, she has been a absolute 
star, doing all our shopping, fetching 
prescriptions ,arranging newspaper 
deliveries, preparing and delivering meals 
to us and bringing our 2 grandsons to see 
us (although us in the living room, they in 
the garden).She looked after us all the 10 
weeks while we were in lock down. 
 

Lynne and Arthur Unitt 

 

http://www.boroughbridgechurches.uk/
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Subscriptions Please! 
 
We hope that you are enjoying 
The Parish Link Magazine, and 
will continue to subscribe in 
2021. A year's subscription (10 
issues) costs £10. 
 
To pay your subscription: 
 

• In the villages, please 
contact your Village 
Representative (see page 
2) 

 

• In Boroughbridge, please 
either speak to the person 
who delivers your 
magazine, or contact the 
editors (see page 2) to 
find out how to pay. 

 
Many thanks! 

 
Thank You 

 

Rosemary Hazel would like to 

thank Boroughbridge 

Pharmacy for the dedication to 

their customers by providing 

an invaluable service with the 

delivery of prescriptions each 

Thursday. 
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St James’ Boroughbridge  
 

October 100 club draw results           
1st prize  £25   Mr J Fisher      
2nd prize £10  Mr JW Moulton  
3rd prize  £5    Mrs K Ambrose    
 
Entering our monthly 100 club draw costs just £12 per year, for more 
details or to sign up contact Neil Lister on 01423 579967. 
 
   _______________________________________________________ 

 

This year’s Harvest festival was held on Sunday 4th October at 10am with a 

few changes to the service that we would normally have held. A good 

number of people came along to celebrate the harvest with us. Joyce & 

Karen prepared the flower arrangements at their respective homes and 

then these were taken along to the church just before the service. 

Jess & Immie led the hymns while the rest of us used sign language for the 

choruses (taught to us beforehand by Rev. Karen), they also led the 

procession readings as each item was taken and offered up at the Altar. 

Thanks go to Tony who made all the arrangements for the procession, and 

a big thank you to all who brought gifts to support the work of the local food 

bank. 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

On Monday 12th October the United Parish AGM was held via zoom. 

Tony Weeds stood down as Churchwarden after serving for the past five 

years, the St James’ church council would like to extend their thanks for the 

dedication that Tony has brought to the role over that time.    

 
 _______________________________________________________ 

                    

On the 1st November St James church welcomes Bishop Helen-Ann for the 

10am All Saints Day service, please refer to page 25 for the details on how 

to book a place for this service. 

 

    Paul Farrelly 



 


