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In these difficult times, do remember that your Church community is here for
you. If you, or anyone you know, would like to talk to someone, or if we can
help in any way, please do get in touch with Karen, John or one of our
Wardens, whose details are all in this magazine.
You can also contact us through our website www.boroughbridgechurches.uk
and through Facebook - @boroughbridgechurches

From the Vicarage……

Re-Membering

Dear friends,

7th November, we will be joining together in
the morning with our Methodist friends at the
Methodist Church in Boroughbridge for a
special All Soul’s service giving thanks for
our dearly departed friends. Remembering
does not make everything ok – but it does
provide us with an opportunity to reflect with
gratitude, to allow some of the difficulties of
the past two years to be dealt with, and to
support one another as we work through our
grief together.

Why do we keep Remembrance Day after
all these years? It’s not as if we can change
the past by reflecting on it. And yet, on some
level we all know how important it is to
remember.
Just as our own individual memories play a
part in forming our individual identities, our
collective historical memories play a part in
forming our communal identity.

I do hope you will be able to attend one of
these services, to both give and receive
from one another support and prayers as we
move forward.

If remembering is literally “re-membering”
(that is, putting something back together
again), then it is the way we make sense of
the past and integrate it into our present.
Making a specific time to remember ensures
that we don’t forget to be thankful, and it
helps us not to make the same mistakes
over and over again.

By the end of the month, the pattern of the
Church year has moved from looking back,
to looking forwards. Advent reminds us that
it is in the darkest part of the year that light
makes the most impact. As we look forwards
to the coming of Christ again at Christmas,
we remember that actually, He has been
with us all along.

November also marks a time for more recent
losses to be remembered. The devastation
of the last two years robbed many of the
opportunities to say a proper goodbye to
those they loved, compounding grief and
leaving too many things left unsaid and
unfinished. We can’t pretend the past hasn’t
happened – but we can mark it, and honour
it, and so there will be two opportunities for
you to remember your loved ones this year.

Past, present and future, whether
remembering with thanksgiving or grief,
whether celebrating the joys of our lives or
looking into an ever-uncertain future, Jesus
walks this road with us and “re-members” us
– putting us back together, one step at a
time.

The first service will be an evening prayer on
31st October at St James, with the names of
those we have loved and lost in recent times
read out and honoured. The following week,

Every blessing,
Karen
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From the Registers
We have welcomed into the Church through Baptism:
Isabella Herron (St James, Boroughbridge)
Harry Sherwood (St James, Boroughbridge)
Matilda Young (St John’s, Minskip)

Welcomed in Confirmation:
Nellie Rawling, Florence Jarvis,
Beatrice Jarvis & Jess Gardiner

Sadly, we have laid to rest:
John Whitehouse (St James’, Boroughbridge)

May he rest in peace and rise in glory
Our prayers continue for all of our bereaved families
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Dunsforth News
raised the roof, and by the size of Nick
Wilson’s offering of fodder beet (sadly we
do not have a picture of the fodder beet in
question) – best take our word for it!

Dunsforth Draw Results: October
1st Prize £45 Emma Mortimer
2nd Prize £20 Caroline Sapwell
3rd Prize £10 Neil & Leigh Swain
Congratulations to all winners!
If you would like to join the Draw,
please contact Matthew Bean on
07713 245482 or email
dunsforthdraw @icloud.com

Harvest Festival

Penelope Denny’s Memorial Service
A Service of Thanksgiving was held at
Ripon Cathedral on Monday 11th October.
It was a beautiful autumn day and the
service included readings by Penny’s
children Christopher Denny and Alice
Wombwell. Alexander Denny delivered the
heartfelt Tribute, whilst Canon Richard
Cooper’s Address was excellent. Rev
Karen Gardiner read a psalm and there
was some stunning music. The fact that
Ripon Cathedral was filled with family and
the friends whose lives she touched goes
some way towards recognising how loved
Penny was.

Rev. Karen led our Harvest Festival
service on Sunday 10th October, which
was a resounding success! It was such a
joy to celebrate harvest in such a
beautifully decorated church (special
thanks to Caroline Sapwell, Susie Johnson
and Trevor Hardaker). We were very
pleased with the number of people who
attended. The service was made all the
more special by the attendance of Valerie
Thompson, one of our veteran
churchwardens and her family from Fiji.
Also by Carol Griffiths (née Brook, and her
husband, Richard) whose wonderful voice
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Best Foot Forward

Dates for the Diary – everyone welcome!

We are looking forward to being
metaphorically whisked away to sunnier
climes by Derry Brabbs in his illustrated
talk on 4 November at 7pm on the
pilgrimage routes to Santiago de
Compostela and other iconic European
destinations.






Saturday 30th October, 10:30
Church yard cleaning
Sunday 31st October, 10am
Traditional Sunday service
Sunday 14th November 10:15 am
Remembrance Day Service
Sunday 28th November, 10am
Family service and baptism of
Alistair Jones
Caroline Sapwell

2022 Calendar Cover

We will also be launching the 2022
calendar ‘Our Glorious Parish through the
seasons’ which includes photos from all
five parishes. Tickets (£15pp) are selling
out fast and only a limited number are
available.
email dunsforthphotocomp
@icloud.com or ring Caroline on 07767
418560 to reserve your seat or order a
calendar.

Christmas Card
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Live Music Returns to the Area

Thirsk Sinfonia (photo: David Rose)

After more than 18 months with no live
music events in an area, some of our
local music organisations are making
tentative steps towards resuming their
activities.

performances of a concert lasting just
over an hour in Ripon Cathedral. In
addition to Beethoven’s 8th Symphony
and Wagner's 'Siegfried Idyll', the
programme also included 'The Lark
Ascending' by Vaughan Williams, with
Charlotte Scott as the solo violinist.

On Friday 24th September, local organist
John Dunford made a welcome return to
Aldborough Church to give a short, but
delightful concert.

One of the next orchestral concerts
coming up in our area will take place on
Sunday 5th December at 3.30pm, when
Thirsk Sinfonia will give a concert of
works by Mozart and Dvorak in St
Oswald's Church, Sowerby, Thirsk.
Soloist in Mozart's 4th Horn Concerto will
be Ben Percival, and the concert will also
include two Slavonic Dances by Dvorak,
and his Symphony No 9 (From the New
World).

John's programme included a variety of
different styles of music for the organ,
with some familiar numbers such as
Elgar's 'Nimrod', but also some works that
are less familiar. Between the pieces,
John entertained everyone with various
anecdotes.
Many thanks to John for giving up his
time to come and play for us. Thanks also
to Jane Barber, for organising the event,
and to Rev Karen and the Aldborough
Churchwardens. The event raised over
£300 for Macmillan Cancer Support.

Tickets are £13.50 in advance, £16 on the
door. Tickets for this concert are available
in advance from David Bellwood,
telephone 01423 324276 or email
bellwood6 @btinternet.com

On October 2nd, Ripon's renowned St
Cecilia Orchestra, under the baton of
Xenophon
Kelsey,
gave
two

In next month's Link Magazine we hope to
bring you an update from Ripon Choral
Society.
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News from Boroughbridge
& District Historical Society
On Tuesday 12th October, at 7.30pm in
the Jubilee Room. Member John Winn
kindly gave us a talk on 'Votes for Men',
the story of how working-class men were
enfranchised in the late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries. 20 members
attended. Many thanks to John, and also
to Peter A and Peter F for providing the
refreshments.
In November, our meeting is on Tuesday
9th November, when guest speaker John
Francis Moss will give a talk on the
history of the 2 minutes silence.
Archive and project meetings, usually
held on the first Friday of each month,
have recommenced.
For the present time, the society is
confining all of the above activities to
existing members only, so that numbers
can be managed safely. In the New Year,
it is hoped to be able to open up the
activities to guests and prospective new
members.
For more information about the society
and its activities, please do take a look
online at the society's website at
boroughbridgehistory.co.uk

Roecliffe News
ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB RESULTS

We are hoping to have a Church Quiz in
The Crown on Thursday, November 18th at
7.30pm. Publicity will be circulated in due
time. Price of entry will be £5 per person to
be collected on the night. There will be a
Raffle.

OCTOBER DRAW
1st Prize £20 (48) Ian/Suzanne Campbell
2nd Prize £10 (105) Mrs Buck
3rd=Prize £5 (133) John & Helen Davison
3rd=Prize £5 (31) David/Adrienne Bellwood
3rd=Prize £5 (13) Heather Lawson
The November Draw will take place at The
Crown Inn on Thursday, November 4th
between 6.30 and 7.00pm.
It was lovely to be able to perform the
October Racket Club draw in The Crown,
on our new Thursday night. Good to meet
people again and support The Crown.
Some of us stayed for a meal afterwards,
which was enjoyed, and a good
opportunity to get to know the new
Manager, Simon, better.

Dates for your Diary
There will be NO church service in
November in St Mary’s church due to
Remembrance Sunday falling on the
second Sunday of the month.
There will be a Joint Parish Service in
Roecliffe on Sunday December 5 at 10am.
Our Carol Concert is on Friday, December
17th in the evening. (Time to be confirmed)

Harvest Festival
On a beautiful evening, October 3rd, St.
Mary’s Church had its Harvest Festival
service. The church was beautifully
decorated with flowers, fruit and

Christmas Day services are being
discussed at the next UPCC Meeting on
Monday, October 25th.
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vegetables, which you could not fail to
notice on entering the church. Many thanks
to Jo, Rosie, Susan, Ros and Jill for your
efforts in decorating the church.

Harvest is always a lovely service with
children bringing up most of the gifts to the
altar, whatever their weight!
For our Harvest Supper after the service,
Stephen offered us a choice of two
different soups, homemade bread, and
lovely cakes and Yorkshire parkin. So
good was the offering that a bat flew into
the church to investigate and is still there!
If anyone has ideas as to how to entice it
out, please let me know.
A lovely evening.

Jim Bolland
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St JameS’ ChurCh
Christmas Tree
Festival 2021
One of the fun things about
being around Boroughbridge at
Christmas time has always been
the Christmas Tree Festival.
Unfortunately, Boroughbridge
Community Care in these
difficult times are wanting for
this year only to concentrate on
key services so we at St James
are geared up to run it this year.

Saturday 4th Dec 10am-4pm
Sunday 5th Dec 10am-3.30pm
(followed by Carol service)
Enter the Grand prize draw
Have a go on the Tombola
Guess the name of the bear
With refreshments served
throughout the weekend
15

Admission £1
(includes voting slips)

Prizes to be awarded
for the winning entries!

Church Services
Sunday 7 Nov 10.30am Whole Parish Service for All Souls, at Boroughbridge
Methodist Church.
Sunday 14 Nov 10.00am Remembrance Service at St James’ Boroughbridge
(booking required)
10.15am Remembrance Service at St Mary’s, Dunsforth
10.30am Remembrance Service in Hall Square, Boroughbridge
4.00pm Remembrance Service at St John’s, Minskip
Sunday 21 Nov 10am Holy Communion St Andrew’s Aldborough
4pm Messy Church at St James Boroughbridge
Sunday 28 Nov 10am Family service at St Mary’s Dunsforth
10am Service of the Word Songs of Praise at St Andrew’s
Aldborough
6pm Advent Carols at St James Boroughbridge
Sunday 5 Dec

10.30am Whole Parish Family Communion for St Nicholas Day at St
Mary’s, Roecliffe
3.30pm Community Carol Service at St James’ Boroughbridge (part
of the Christmas Tree Festival)
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Regular Weekday Services
Morning Prayer:

Karen runs a short Zoom morning prayer service
on Mondays at 9.30am. All are welcome - do have
coffee with you if you like and stay for a chat. The
order of service is available on the website. Please
contact Karen (see p2) for the Zoom link.

Wednesday Communion:

10.45am at St James’ Church, Boroughbridge. The
church is then open for private prayer afterwards.

Compline (Night Prayer):

There is a quiet, short service of night prayer
(Compline) every Thursday at 8pm for about 15
minutes on Zoom. For the Zoom link and other
details, please contact Rev Karen (see p2)

Friday Morning Prayer:

Held weekly at St Mary’s Dunsforth at 9am.

Services may be subject to possible change and
cancellation due to national or local circumstances
Please see the website for up-to-date information about all services

boroughbridgechurches.uk
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Aldborough News
With the exception of a few heavy
downpours, it has been a lovely autumn
so far with enough warm and sunny days
to really enjoy a walk out round the
neighbourhood and enjoy the developing
colours in both the leaves and the berries
and nuts. The sound of geese flying
overhead is another indication that
autumn is in full swing and if you want to
see them more closely, I can thoroughly
recommend both of Yorkshire Wildlife
Trust's Staveley and Ripon Wetlands
Nature Reserves where there are
currently a few thousand geese (mainly
greylag) as well as a good variety of
ducks and waders. By November, there is
also likely to be the dusk (usually about
4.00pm) spectacle of starling
murmurations over Ripon Wetlands or on
the adjacent racecourse. Small starling
groups are occasionally seen down on
the banks of the Ure below Aldborough
but the ones at Ripon can be enormous.

thanks to everyone who contributed to the
decorations and especially to Rachel
Cornelius who very kindly let me raid her
garden for hydrangeas, asters, dahlias
and monkshood! However, the best
decoration award undoubtedly went to Liz
Vose's stunning vegetable arrangement in
the North Chapel window with everything
from tomatoes and peppers to
cauliflowers and cabbages.

Even better, all the fruit and vegetables
went to the Salvation Army in Ripon
where they were distributed to local
families in need: “So good to have a wide
selection of fresh produce available!” was
the comment on delivery. It was satisfying
this year to again have the traditional
procession of gifts with people of all ages
represented. We are all wondering,
though, if Robert Bailes can possibly get
his mangelworzels to grow any bigger!
It was just as satisfying to have Harvest
Supper afterwards in the Village Hall.
Although numbers were restricted to allow
more social distancing than usual, the
supper of soup and rolls and a great

It was lovely to have our traditional
Harvest Festival Service on 1st October.
This was well attended, and the church
was beautifully decorated. As always,
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selection of desserts (lots of us managed
at least two servings of each) was very
filling and enjoyable.

The September dig by Cambridge
University and FORA volunteers in the
North of the town proved very successful
though with so much remaining
uncovered that Professor Millett and Dr
Ferraby hope to return next summer to try
and reach the base of the site. There
were numerous finds with more evidence
of industrial output from the blacksmiths
forge as well as bone and antler working
producing bone playing counters and
beads and some really fine painted
pottery with an usual “face pot”. One
interesting report from previous years'
work on core samples taken from around
the town was the presence of high levels
of chemical pollution, especially of lead in
the soil. This suggests that Isurium in its
early years of development may have
been an important site for extraction of
silver from lead ores mined in Nidderdale.
Rather than today's quiet country village
or even just a bustling market and trading
centre, Roman Aldborough may have
been more of a “boom town” with
considerable industry and associated
pollution.

Everyone was happy to be back to an
almost normal event and able to chat to
friends old (and new). Thanks again to
everyone who contributed to the food,
raffle and organisation and especial to
Sarah, Sean and Helen who served and
washed up while the rest of us enjoyed
ourselves. As the first fundraising event
we have had since Covid began the event
also proved successful raising over £550
of much need funds.

Finally, and sadly, we remember with
gratitude and affection the life of David
Vose, for many years churchwarden of St
Andrew's and a tireless worker for the
church and the wider village community.
Our prayers, sympathies and best wishes
are with Liz and David's entire family.
Irene McCandlish
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St James’ Quiz Evening
Saturday 13th November 2021
7.20pm for 7.30pm start
Coronation Hall Boroughbridge
Please note the special details below
Regretfully, no food and drink and utensils will be provided at this
function. All attendees are invited to bring their own, including
alcohol, if desired, and to tidy up at the end. (Rubbish bags will be
provided.)
You are invited to reserve a table – for up to a maximum of six people booking in advance, from
Neil Lister 01423 579967
Email: retsil02 @yahoo.co.uk
Charge of £5 per person.
A fundraising event for St James’ Church, Boroughbridge

Minskip News
David Bellwood kept us in tune with the
hymns & Karen took a lovely service &
came round to bless each pet by name
which added a very special & personal
touch.

Pet Service Sunday 26 September 4pm
This was held outside & a Minskip first so
unsure as to how many “furry friends” &
owners would turn up!

It was good to see families attending & all
the pets were impeccably behaved &
thoroughly enjoyed their service.

The afternoon was sunny & mild & around
35 people came & we were joined by 8
dogs, 1 goat, 1 pony & 2 Shire horses.

Harvest Festival Friday 8 October
This was only the second time we had
had a service in Church.
The Church looked stunning thanks to
Claire’s fabulous flower arrangements
with fruit & vegetables interspersed.
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It was good to be back singing hymns & the children did a fantastic job of taking up the
various crops etc. to be blessed.
A delicious 2 course supper was served in the Village Hall which included Ploughman’s style
platter & a wonderful array of puddings.
Many thanks to all those who cooked, help set up & clear away & everyone who came to
make it such an extra special Harvest Festival.
Dates for your diary


Quiz Night planned for November – POSTPONED UNTIL A LATER DATE



Sunday 14 November Remembrance Day Service 4pm



Friday 17 December Carol Service 7pm

SUNFLOWERS AND THE LAKE DISTRICT
We had a trip to some sunflower fields
Where the Farmer had planted lots of seeds
What a truly amazing sight
Standing tall, so yellow and bright
We walked the maze for half an hour
Admiring and photographing flower after flower
Funds were raised for Charities to share
St Michael’s Hospice and MacMillan care
On Aldborough Harvest Festival night
A window of sunflowers shone in the light
Beautifully arranged flowers and vegetables too
Adorned the Church for all to view
We went to the Lakes for a few special days
Where Herdwick sheep seemed happy to graze
We saw sunshine and rainbows over Lake Windermere
And foraging in the woods the occasional deer
We ventured up hills and back down the dale
Admiring the scenery and watching boats sail
With beautiful buildings and walls built of slate
And cows waiting patiently at the farm gate
Travelling home we decided to stop
To visit Cartmell and the village shop
We bought a famous pudding of course
The sticky one with toffee sauce
THANKS to everyone for patiently sitting
For many hours crocheting and knitting
To those who measured the tower and netting
That wasn’t an easy task I am guessing
Check out St Andrew’s Church Aldborough resplendent
with POPPIES for Remembrance Sunday
Phyll 09 10 21

St Mary’s Church Dunsforth

Thursday 4th November 2021 at 7pm
Join us for a captivating evening

BEST FOOT FORWARD!
With Photographer & Author Derry Brabbs
Acclaimed photographer and author, Derry
Brabbs, presents a stunningly illustrated talk on
the pilgrimage routes to Santiago de
Compostela and other iconic European
destinations.
Plus
Wine and canapés
Launch and sale of “Our Glorious Parish 2022 calendar”
Raffle with amazing prizes
Cash and cards accepted on the night
Tickets £15 - All proceeds to St Marys Church
Please get in touch for more information and tickets:
Email: dunsforthphotocomp @icloud.com Call Caroline on: 07767418560

McMillan Organ Recital
Thank you to
everyone who
supported the
organ recital
and to John
Dunford who
generously
gave his time to treat us to an excellent
and very varied programme.
The evening raised £330!

Christmas
Carols
Christmas may
seem a long way off
– but already plans
are afoot for the
Festive Season.
On December 5
carollers will be
singing at St James Church in the
afternoon. They will include some
Sheffield Carols and some West Gallery
Carols as well as more traditional carols
This means we need singers AND
musicians. These carols were originally
sung by local people accompanied by
local bands. Please do get in touch if
you would like to join in. (We may need
one or two practices)
For more information, please do get in
touch. With best wishes, Jane
07711 151516

St James’ Boroughbridge
October 100 club draw results

1st prize £25 Miss F Moulton (98)
2nd prize £10 Mr J Wilson (49)
3rd prize £5 Mrs S Aston (27)
Entering our monthly 100 club draw costs just
£12 per year, for more details or to sign up
contact Neil Lister on 01423 579967.
______________________________________

Poetry Reading 2021
This year’s Poetry Reading was on
October 5th at The Ship Inn Aldborough.
It was a very enjoyable evening with a
variety of poems, some funny, some
serious and some read by the people
who wrote them.
Bishop Clive kindly acted as MC, and I
am very grateful to him for making the
evening such fun.
We had a delicious supper of lasagne
and garlic bread. Very many thanks to
Elaine and Brian for all that they did for
us.
We raised £417 to help maintain the
lovely Hill organ in St James’ Church.
I am hoping to arrange another Poetry
Evening in March next year.
Thank you all so much for your
continuing support.
Christine
In a joint Parish Confirmation service
Bishop Helen-Anne welcomed Nellie
Rawling, Florence Jarvis, Beatrice Jarvis
& Jess Gardiner to the Church. Bishop
Clive and the congregation from Kirby Hill
also joined the service.

St James’ Harvest festival and lunch took
place on Sunday 10th October.

John Moss led a ‘Harvest Carols’ style
service which took the format of readings
followed by reflective prayers then
hymns, this format replaced the usual
harvest gifts procession in a bid to
minimise the movement around the

church, although we did end with an
offering of the Harvest loaf which we
shared afterwards over our soup lunch.

____________________________________

Sheila Aston is kindly producing
wonderful handmade Christmas Cards
for church funds. Cards will be 12 for £5
and can be obtained by contacting Sheila
on 01423 326885 or e mail
sbyrer7@icloud.com or Tony on 01423
391535
______________________________________

Tea and Tots playgroup is held each
Wednesday 1.30pm-2.20pm during term
time.
th
Saturday 6 Nov, 10am-12 Coffee
and cake in the church.
Saturday 13th Nov, Is Quiz night at
Coronation Hall, see page 19.
Sunday 14th Nov 10am, Remembrance
service (Booking required).
Sunday 28th Nov 6pm, Advent Carols
Saturday & Sunday 4th & 5th Dec,
St James Christmas tree festival, see
page 15.

Thank you to all those who decorated the
church and to our friends from the
Methodist church who came and joined in
with the service.

_____________________________________

It’s now even easier to make a
financial donation to the church, we
now have a card reader available
that accepts all major debit and credit
cards including Apple pay, G pay, V
pay. Text giving is also still available.
Thank you to everyone that supports
our church in all manner of ways.

This year our harvest donations will be
given to support the work of the
Harrogate homeless project, the gifts
were made up of toiletries and food.
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