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WHO’S WHO 
 

VICAR   
Rev Karen Gardiner   
The Vicarage, Church Lane, 
Boroughbridge YO51 9BA 
01423 326518  

karen.gardiner @leeds.anglican.org

    
   

CHURCHWARDENS 

ALDBOROUGH  
Mrs Liz Vose  203503 
Mr J Lawson-Tancred 326162 

BOROUGHBRIDGE  
Mr A Weeds  391535 
Mrs K Ambrose  322070 
 
DUNSFORTH  
Mrs F. Merchie  322526 
Mrs P. Denny  322901 

MINSKIP  
Mr R Beaumont  322365 

ROECLIFFE 
Mr J. Bolland  325091 
Mr S. Jarvis  322026 

READER 

John Francis Moss  07515 825198   
Johnfrancismoss @icloud.com  

 
 
MAGAZINE EDITORS 
David Bellwood  324276   
Paul Farrelly  504913 
Email:     
link @boroughbridgechurches.uk 
 

Please note that copy for inclusion in 
any one month should be sent to the 
Editors by the 12th of the previous 
month. 
 
Local Village Contacts: 
ALDBOROUGH:  Mrs S Hynes      
Tel: 324071             
tiletech@btinternet.com 
BOROUGHBRIDGE:  Mr P Farrelly    
Tel: 504913                      
paul@farrellys.co.uk 
DUNSFORTH:  Mrs P Denny         
Tel: 322901       
penelopedenny@tiscali.co.uk 
MINSKIP:   Mrs D Wilson        
Tel: 322712   
wilsondorothy@hotmail.co.uk 
ROECLIFFE:   Mr J. Bolland              
Tel: 325091                
j.bolland@hotmail.com

 

 
 
In these difficult times, do remember that your Church community is here for 
you. If you, or anyone you know, would like to talk to someone, or if we can 
help in any way, please do get in touch with Karen, John or one of our 
Wardens, all of whose details are in this magazine.  
 
You can also contact us through our website www.boroughbridgechurches.uk 
and through Facebook - @boroughbridgechurches  
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From the Vicarage…….     A Long Harvest….. 

Come, ye thankful people, come,  
raise the song of harvest home;  
all is safely gathered in,  
ere the winter storms begin.  
God our Maker doth provide  
for our wants to be supplied;  
come to God's own temple, come,  
raise the song of harvest home.  
 
I do hope that the harvests have all 
been gathered in by the time you read 
this! Writing in the middle of 
September, I have some farming 
friends who have only just started 
combining! It is unprecedented to be 
so late - but then, a lot of things are 
unprecedented at the moment, aren’t 
they? 
 
All being well, God willing (and 
government willing and infection rates 
willing), we will be half way through 
our Harvest festival services when you 
read this. Sure enough, some things 
will have been different, but we will 
have presented our gifts, collected for 
the foodbank, given thanks for those 
who work on the land and the gifts of 
creation, and proclaimed our trust in 
God for the future. 
 
Which when I come to think about it, 
is what we have been doing all year… 
 
It has been common in the Church, in 
the last few months, to talk about 

how we are living in a long Lent, or a 
long Advent. The Bishop of Leeds 
(Nick Baines) some months ago, 
described our situation as being in a 
“long Maundy Thursday” (it has 
certainly been a very long Thursday 
indeed now…) 
 
But perhaps it is also a long Harvest? 
 
We have rediscovered nature this year 
- especially during full lockdown we 
heard sounds and saw sights that we 
had not seen for years. I went on far 
more walks than normal and 
discovered what a glorious place we 
live in. We spent more time in the 
garden than ever before, and when 
we went on holiday to 
Northumberland, rather than hiding 
from the rain in museums and stately 
homes, as we might have done in 
other years, we wrapped up warm 
and donned our wellies and (much to 
the joy of the children) tramped about 
on Hadrian’s Wall. There has certainly 
been gain amongst the loss and 
perhaps I must stir myself to enjoy 
more wrapped up walks in the next 
few months! 
 
These last few months have also seen 
an incredible growth in generosity 
towards those less fortunate. 
Foodbank donations have been 
through the roof and everyone is very 
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aware of the needs of their 
neighbours. 
 
We have learnt to be more grateful 
for our food too - especially during 
those first few weeks where there 
seemed to be shortages of everything! 
Our farmers, distributers and 
shopkeepers have achieved new levels 
of appreciation and recognition for 
the work they do, as it is brought 
home to us that we simply can’t 
manage without them. 
 

And we are having to learn to wait 
and trust the future to God. Rarely 
have we lived in such uncertain times, 
and all planning is provisional. We are 
learning to live one day at a time - to 
live in the present moment which is, 
in many ways, a good place to live, 
since it is where God meets us. 
 
With every blessing and my prayers 
for you all, as we continue to keep the 
long Harvest, 
. 
 

Karen 
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St James’ 

Church  

text giving 

service. 
 

The PCC would like to thank all the friends of St James church for their 

continued support. As with all organisations at this time raising funds  

has never been more challenging. 

Donations can currently be made by standing order, by cheque and by our 

parish envelope giving scheme. 
 

To complement the existing schemes we are pleased to be able to 

introduce our new mobile phone text giving service. 
 

It’s simple to use,  

To donate £5   text STJAMES 5    to 70460 
To donate £10 text STJAMES 10  to 70460 
To donate £20 text STJAMES 20  to 70460 
 

Texts cost your donation plus one standard rate message 
 

If you would like to give on an automatic monthly basis 

To donate £5   a month text MONTHLY 5   to 70460 
To donate £10 a month text MONTHLY 10 to 70460 
To donate £20 a month text MONTHLY 20 to 70460 
 

Texts cost your donation plus two standard rate messages 

You will receive a receipt message every time you donate – this tells you 
how to cancel your donation should you wish - which is by texting STOP to 
70085 at any time. 
 

Gift aid, if you are a UK tax payer, by following the link on the follow up 

message your donation can be increased by 25%. 

 

Thank you for your support and stay safe from St James’ PCC 
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Dunsforth News 
 
 
September Dunsforth Draw Results 
 
1st Prize £42   Barry Scott 
2nd Prize £15  Ian Townsend 
3rd Prize £10   Emma & Tim Mortimer 
 
Congratulations to all winners! 
 
We are very disappointed that the 
Hideaway Kitchen opened its doors for 
the last time on Bank Holiday Monday 
and we wish Georgina and Amelia the 
best of luck with their new venture. 
We obviously much hope that the pub will 
reopen in the near future... 
 
Meanwhile it is a good opportunity to 
thank Caroline Sapwell for instigating and 
continuing the Lower Dunsforth support 
group. This is a whats app group with an 
increasing membership and is a great 
way for those in Lower Dunsforth to keep 
in touch with what's going on, particularly 
important in these strange and isolating 
times - THANK YOU CAROLINE! 
 
Our Friday morning (9am) prayers at St 
Mary's continue to be popular. Do come 
along if you can, the Service only last half 
an hour but is always interesting with 
usually a focus on the history of a 
particular Saint plus helpful and 
comforting prayers to reflect on the week.  
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Scarecrow Competition at Minskip 
 

 
 

 
Minskip was transformed into an Olympic 
village last month, when residents took 
part in a hugely successful Scarecrow 
Competition. In lieu of the postponed 2020 
Tokyo Olympics, Minskip held a very 
special Olympic celebration of our own, 
with 21 ingenious scarecrows turning the 
village into a sea of athletic colour. 
 
Organised by the tireless Debbie 
Hargreaves, with support from Pauline 
Barker, the weekend raised almost £350 
for Minskip Church. This was a much-
needed shot in the arm for the church’s 
finances, which have inevitably suffered 

because of the lack of services during 
Covid-19.  
 
The difficult task of judging the scarecrows 
fell to our vicar Karen, and her children 
Jess and Immie. Jess and Immie took their 
task seriously, taking notes beside every 
scarecrow before compiling a shortlist and 
then choosing the three winners. 
Ultimately Max and Lucy Gajczak of 
Kensington Lodge triumphed, with their 
absolutely brilliant Horse Jump equestrian 
scarecrow winning the Gold Medal. Silver 
went to the Backhouse family of Denby 
House, whose Wire Swimmer was 
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imaginative and arty. Bronze winners were 
Alfie and Betty Booker of Lodge Farm, 
whose athletic Diver greeted every 
motorist coming through Minskip from 
Boroughbridge. 
 
These worthy medallists won, respectively,  
an Alpaca Experience, worth £40, courtesy 
of Minskip Farm Shop; a two-course meal 
for two at the Wild Swan in Minskip; and a 
luxury goodie hamper from Morrisons in 
Boroughbridge. Morrisons also provided 
chocolates for every single entrant. Many 
thanks to all these generous sponsors and 
to our splendid judges. 
 
These are challenging times for everyone, 
so it was wonderfully heartening to see 
how Minskip came together as a 
community to create such a memorable 
weekend. We are lucky to have such 
dedicated villagers as Debbie Hargreaves, 
whose enthusiasm, good humour and hard 
work made the weekend such a success. 
 
Because Minskip Church is so small, it 
remains closed for the immediate future. 
But our fund-raising continues. Please 
watch out for our special Lockdown 
Cookbook, to be published before 
Christmas, and a brilliant wild flower quiz, 
courtesy of Jean Joynes, which will go on-
line shortly. Everyone’s support for these 
initiatives is very gratefully received – and I 
am delighted to report that we have 
received £320 in donations during the past 
six weeks on top of the money raised by 
our scarecrows. That is truly heart-
warming.  
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MORE MOUSE TALES 
(continued from ‘That Intrepid Little Mouse) 

 

He almost thought he’d seen a trap 
As he hurried through the gap 
From the house to pastures new 
Instinct told him what to do 
 

Now this little clever mouse 
After escaping from the house 
Was in a very happy mood 
Decided it was time for food 
 

But first he ought to find a place 
Where he really would feel safe 
So he wandered on ‘til dawn 
Happily reaching a field of corn 
 

He’d found some water on his way 
And rested on a bale of hay 
The sun was rising in the sky 
As the gentle clouds passed by 
 

He fell asleep and in his dreams 
Was oblivious to men and machines 
As he woke the noise was weird 
A combine harvester had appeared 
 
He darted through the hedge in fright 
Then suddenly everything felt right 
A little voice said welcome home 
No longer would he be alone 
 
His family wanted him to stay 
But thought he ought to leave one day 
So this intrepid little mouse 
Started looking for a spouse 
 
 
Keep well, keep safe, keep happy 
Phyll                          September 2020 
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25 Years Ago 
 

From the 1995 issues of 
‘The Parish Link’ 

 

 
 
In May 1995, Minskip Church held a cake 
stall on the square in Boroughbridge, and 
£144.50 was raised for Minskip Church. 
 
Some of the adult and junior members of 
the Parish Choir went to the Jungle 
Bungle at South Stainley for their annual 
treat. “We had a lot of fun together, and 
some of the ‘adult children’ even went 
down the Death Slide!” In June, the choir 
were invited to sing Evensong at St 
Peter’s in Harrogate, this included the 
Magnificat and Nunc Dimittus by Anthony 
Tapp. 

 

Also in June, after their successful 
Summer Show, The Hightimers kindly 
agreed to perform songs from ‘Joseph’ 
and ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ in Minskip 
Church, followed by a party in the Village 
Hall. 
 
The second Northern Aldborough 
Festival was held in July, over 5 days, 
and included a recital by Kerry 
Beaumont, organist of Ripon Cathedral, 
as well as a concert by the Leeds 
Festival Chorus. 
 
The Rev Philip Smith was ordained 
deacon on July 2nd at Ripon Cathedral. 
 
St James’ Church, Boroughbridge were 
grateful to Mrs Cookson for the use of the 
grounds of Boroughbridge Hall for a 
Garden Party. The event raised £370. 
Meanwhile in Aldborough, Eric Pratt 
raised £560 for St Andrew’s Church from 
a coffee evening held at his home. 
 
A concert was given in Boroughbridge 
Methodist Church by The Sessay 
Singers. 
 
Aldborough WI celebrated their 75th 
Anniversary. 
 
In September, Phyll Steel organised a 
coffee morning at Redhills, Aldborough, 
which raised over £470 for the Donkey 
Sanctuary.
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Church Services 
 

Sunday 4th October 10am Harvest Festival  St James, Boroughbridge 
   4pm Holy Communion St Mary, Dunsforth 
Sunday 11th October 10am All Age Harvest  St Andrew, Aldborough 
   4pm Evensong  St James, Boroughbridge 
Sunday 18th October 10am Festival of St Luke St Andrew, Aldborough 
   (No Evening Service) 
Sunday October 25th 10am Morning Worship St Andrew, Aldborough 
   4pm All Age Service  St James, Boroughbridge 
 

Holy Communion service at St James’ each Wednesday 10.45am  (excl 21 Oct) 
Monday “Zoom” morning prayer 9.30am continues weekly (excl 19 Oct) 

Friday morning prayer at St Mary’s Dunsforth 9am continues weekly (excl 23 Oct) 
All services are subject to possible change and cancellation due to national or local circumstances 

Please see the website for up to date information – boroughbridgechurches.uk 
 
 

 

 

 



Roecliffe News 
 

ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB 
SEPTEMBER  DRAW 

 

1st Prize £20 (80)     David & Leanne 
Silverwood-Dwyer 

2nd Prize  £10  (78)   Jo Kemp 
3rd= Prize  £5 (124)  Charlie & Jo Kemp 
3rd= Prize  £5  (107)    Pat Pratt 
3rd= Prize  £5  (70)    Jo Mitchell 
 
The October draw will take place on 
Tuesday, October 6th at The Crown 
Inn, Roecliffe between 6.30 and 
7.00pm. With the latest change in 
rules we will have to split ourselves 
into tables of six to witness the draw.  
 
CORONAVIRUS 
 
Now that the Lockdown has ended, and 
hopefully never to return, it is time to give 
thanks to our 28 Volunteers in the village 
who looked after those of us who were 
“shielding”, or for other reasons couldn’t 
get out. As in all walks of life our habits 
have changed perhaps never to return to 
the good old days! I am sure more 
people will continue to shop online than 
previously, more of our residents will 
continue to work from home, and there 
will be more who cycle or walk more 
frequently. 
Of our Volunteers a special thank you to 
Heather Lawson who handled most of 
the medication orders in the village. (One 
result is that she now knows most of our 
dates of birth!) Thank you to all those 
who shopped for others, delivered the 
Parish Link, and checked up on those 
living alone. 

We must also thank BCC who organised 
so much behind the scenes and put 
together volunteers to deliver orders. 
They also devised a scheme for multiple 
deliveries of medications with Church 
Lane Surgery. Thank you very much. 
Also those shops in Boroughbridge who 
have taken orders and delivered goods, 
and always with a smile. I am thinking in 
particular about Hugh Fink, Havenhands, 
Appletons and Gilchrist. Last but not 
least Morrisons, (you might remember 
my story in the May Parish Link when our 
first Morrison’s on-line order in April took 
three days to deliver), and now we can 
get next day deliveries! Thank you to 
everyone! 
 
UNITED SERVICE ON ROECLIFFE 
VILLAGE GREEN 
 
At the end of August we had a United 
Service on the village green. We were 
extremely lucky that the weather 
improved and was dry and breezy. But 
with social distancing being no problem, 
57 turned up for a communion service 
which was so well handled by our Revd 
Karen. We could even have a choir to 
sing a couple of hymns, and with the kind 
cooperation of Roecliffe Primary School, 
we had power for David Bellwood’s 
electronic organ. 
It’s a pity the summer is at an end, since 
this event could have been repeated. 
Even so, we will attempt to have our 
Harvest Festival service on the village 
green on Friday, September 18th.  
 

Jim Bolland
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Reflections on ‘Black Lives Matter’ 
(This article was first published in the Ripon Cathedral Summer Newsletter) 

 
 
The death of George Floyd at the hands of 
the police in the US has gripped the world, 
prompting the protests that have been 
reported in the media. The slogan ‘Black 
Lives Matter’ has echoed through many 
communities.This has brought a particular 
resonance for me and my family. Tomiwa 
(Tom) came to Ripon at the start of 
lockdown to stay with us in St Wilfrid’s 
House. He is a student in Lincoln, born in 
Nigeria moving to the north-west of 
England at the age of 4. He has been able 
to share with us his experiences of 
growing up as a Nigerian living in 
England. Tom has written this poem in 
response to recent events. 
 

Canon Michael – Ripon Cathedral 
 
 

I Don’t Hate the White Man 
by Tomiwa Akintokun 

 
I don’t hate the White Man;  
for what the White Man said to me 
was based on the ignorance passed on to 
him. 
 
I am black, I am African and for that I am 
proud. 
Although life gets hard, I still don’t hate the 
White Man. 
 

I don’t hate the White Man 
even though the White Man’s system 
hates on me. 
 
I don’t hate the White Man, I just hate the 
way he thinks of me. 
I am not weak, I am not dumb. 
I am smart because my ancestors made 
me. 
The White Man tried to defeat them but 
here I stand. 
 
Now is my chance to say: I don’t hate the 
White Man. 
I hate the pain, 
I hate the anger, 
I hate the tears that pour down my face 
caused by my broken heart when I see 
another black man in chains: 
the chains that my ancestors were 
supposedly freed from, 
the chains that the White Man cannot see, 
the chains that hold us back, 
the chains that drag us down, 
the chains that tell us “you’re useless 
you’re not one of our own”. 
 
I don’t hate the White Man, I just hate... … 
I just hate what the White Man has done 
to me. 
 

Black Lives Matter 
Tomiwa Akintokun – 2020 
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Religious Trivia 

 
Q. Who was the greatest financier in the bible? 
A. Noah. He was floating his stock while everyone else was in liquidation. 
 
Q. Who was the greatest female financier in the bible? 
A. Pharaoh’s daughter. She went down to the bank of the Nile and drew out a little prophet. 
 
Q. What kind of motor vehicles are in the bible? 
A. Jehovah drove Adam and Eve out of the Garden in a Fury. David’s Triumph was heard 
throughout the land. Probably a Honda, too, as the Apostles were all in one Accord. 
 
Q. Who was the greatest comedian in the bible? 
A. Samson. He brought the house down. 
 
Q. What excuse did Adam give to his children as to why he no longer lived in Eden? 
A. “Your mother ate us out of house and home”. 
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St James’ Boroughbridge 
 

September 100 club draw results         
  

1st prize  £25  Mr K Edson (46)   
2nd prize £10 Mrs JM Crook (14) 
3rd prize  £5   Mrs L Unitt (82)    
 
Entering our monthly 100 club 
draw costs just £12 per year, for 
more details or to sign up contact 
Neil Lister on 01423 579967. 
 
This year’s Harvest festival will be 
held on Sunday 4th October 
10am, as in previous years, with 
your help, we would like to 
support the work of the local food 
bank, which at this time more 
than ever provides an invaluable 
service for anyone that needs it. 
 

Is the time right?  
 

You may have been considering 
coming back to the church but 
after such a long time away from 
us you could be feeling anxious 
about it. 
 

Prior to re-opening we have taken 
steps to provide a Covid safe 
environment. 
We have a hand sanitiser station 
as you enter the church, we take 
a note of your attendance to meet 
contact tracing guidance, we 
have made sure the seating 
arrangements respect the social 
distancing rules, we have fitted 
paper towel dispensers in the 

kitchen and toilet areas and we 
currently wear masks in line the 
current guidance for indoor 
spaces. But mainly we enjoy our 
collective worship together. 
 
Please do get in touch with us 
and we can talk through any 
questions or issues you may 
have, we could also look to 
arrange for you to visit us at the 
church (contact details towards 
the front of the magazine). 
 
We look forward to welcoming 
you back when you feel the time 
is right.     

          Paul Farrelly 

___________________________ 
 



 

Lockdown Stories 
 
We would like to invite anyone with a 
good lockdown story to send them 
along to us at:   
link@ boroughbridgechurches.uk   
 
We would look to run a selection of 
stories over a number of issues 
(depending on the response and 
numbers received). 
 
Along similar lines, in next months 
issue we would like to run a series of 
thank yous, so if you would like to 
thank someone (individuals or 
community groups, shop owners, 
even a shout out to family) that have 
helped make your life through the last 
few months a little easier then please 
send a line or two to us that you 
would like to be included in the 
magazine.  
 
Again please use the link email 
address above and could we ask that 
any material is sent to us by the 12th 
October to ensure inclusion in the 
next issue. 
 
With our best wishes 
 

Paul & David 
Editors of The Parish Link 

 
 

 
 
 



 

Annual Parochial Church 
Meeting 

 
We will be holding the APCM on Monday 
12th October at 7.30pm by Zoom. If you 
are on the Electoral Roll at any one of 
our five churches you are very welcome 
to attend this meeting. Should you wish 
to attend, please contact the Parish 
Administrator, Caroline on admin@ 
boroughbridgechurches.uk 
 

Readers/Intercessors 
 
Rev'd Karen has asked whether anyone 
would like to read at any of the Sunday 
services. If you are interested, please let 
Caroline know (see address above) and 
we can add your name to the Readers'  
Rota. You may wish to read occasionally 
or more frequently, either would be much 
appreciated. 
 

Virtual Music Concert 
 
Some of the musicians in our parish have 
put together a virtual music concert on 
YouTube. You can find the link to the 
video on our website at 
www.boroughbridgechurches.uk 
 

 

From the Registers 
 
Joined together in Holy Matrimony 
12th September at St Mary’s, Dunsforth 
Rachel Wildblood & Andrew Harris 
 

 
 
 

Morning Prayer 
 
Karen is running a short ‘Zoom’ morning 
prayer service on Mondays at 9.30am. All 
are welcome - do have coffee with you if 
you like, and stay for a chat. It would be 
helpful if you would like to bring with you 
a Bible and the order of service which is 
available on the website or by email. 
 
To join, please contact Karen for the 
details (see page 2). 
 
Other resources for worshipping at home 
(orders of service, prayers, sermons, etc) 
are available from our website 
www.boroughbridgechurches.uk or by 
email from Karen (see page 2).  
 
 

 
 

http://www.boroughbridgechurches.uk/


Aldborough News 
 

Harvest tide is with us again and 
although we will certainly be able to 
celebrate Harvest in church, it is 
disappointing that we will have to miss 
out on our Harvest Supper, one of the 
most enjoyable events of the year. After 
a lot of discussion, the Churchwardens 
and Rev Karen have agreed that the All 
Age Service at 10am on Sunday 11th 
October will take the form of a Harvest 
Service although there will be some 
some changes.  The traditional harvest 
gifts will be in church although without 
the usual procession – this will allow us 
to keep appropriate social distancing – 
very important as, once again, we are 
seeing gradually increasing numbers of 
Covid cases throughout the country. 
Although congregational singing is still 
not allowed in church it is possible to 
have small groups of singers and so we 
hope that at least some of the traditional 
Harvest music will be heard.  
 
As part of keeping us safe, those who 
have attended services in St Andrew's 
over the last couple of months will be 
aware that alternate pews have been 
taped off to maintain safe distancing.  
Family or household groups can sit 
together in the larger central pews which 
can also accommodate two singles or 
one pair and a single attendee at 
opposite ends of the pews with a 
comfortable 1-2 metre spacing. The side 
aisle pews can also accommodate either 
single or pairs of worshippers.  
Obviously, this cuts the total number of 
people that can attend any service.  
Since attendance at harvest is often 

greater than usual, for this year we would 
like people to let us know if they are 
intending coming to the service and how 
many people will be in each party to 
ensure that we are well organised and do 
not exceed the maximum capacity.  If you 
do intend to come, please phone either 
Liz Vose (203503), Beth Walker (322293) 
or Irene McCandlish (326240). Hand 
sanitiser will be provided but please bring 
your own masks! 
 
Harvest is a festival of thanksgiving but 
this year has been difficult, especially for 
our arable farmers, with wet ground 
during last back end's planting, dry and 
hot weather in spring, as the crops 
should have been growing strongly, and 
more unseasonal rain later in summer. 
Nonetheless, our farmers have been 
working hard to bring in the grain and, at 
the time of writing, most of the fields have 
been cleared. We think of them and all 
their hard work and pray for a good 
outcome. This year, with covid, furloughs 
and job losses we are also very aware 
that there are many who are not as 
fortunate as most of us in this village.  
Rev Karen has given us an excellent 
example by organising collections for 
local foodbanks and so, as part of our 
Harvest service, there will be hampers 
available as people come into church for 
donations of dried and long-life goods, 
tins, packets and cartons that can be 
forwarded to where they are most 
needed. The churchwardens and church 
council look forward to seeing as many 
people as possible on Sunday 11th. 
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Rather unexpectedly, the attendance at 
Aldborough Roman Site since its 
reopening has been breaking all records, 
despite visitors having to book in 
advance.  Our most exciting visit in 
September was by Dr Andrew Birley and 
his colleague Gary Calland from 
Vindolanda Charitable Trust, the fort near 
Hadrian's wall. They were on the last leg 
of a fundraising trip round Roman sites in 
Britain using Roman roads where 
possible and travelling on Vespas. 
 

 
Dr Andrew Birley of Vindolanda 

Charitable Trust is presented with a 

cheque on behalf of FORA by Sir 

Andrew Lawson-Tancred and a bottle 

of wine by Mr Ian Townsend of 

Dunesforde Vineyard 

     
 
Originally, the trip was to have been to 
Rome and back but Covid put paid to 
that. FORA invited them to Isurium 
particularly because one of the famous 
Vindolanda writing tablets records 
soldiers from the garrison stopping at 
Isurium and paying for wine leas.  As a 
memento of their visit, FORA members 
Ian and Mandy Townsend presented 
them with a bottle of wine from their 
Dunesforde vineyard (much better than 

the poor quality leas the soldiers bought) 
and Andrew Lawson-Tancred presented 
them with a small cheque on behalf of 
FORA.   
 
In the museum, FORA looks forward to 
having all the exhibits fully labelled and 
explained for the opening in April next 
year and also to having the interpretation 
boards finally installed to help visitors 
understand the site.  Also available, and 
sponsored by FORA,  will be a podcast 
by Dr Rose Ferraby explaining the 
significance of many of the exhibits and 
features of the site and a film, also by 
Rose, laying out the background and 
ongoing investigation of the site by the 
Aldborough Roman Town project. The 
film in particular will be very helpful for 
those who would have difficulty 
accessing the site personally and, by 
being available online as well as on site, 
will allow people to access some 
information in advance.  FORA also 
plans to start the development of a small 
Roman style garden that will enhance the 
appearance of the site. Plans for a more 
normal programme of talks and site visits 
are also underway although it is likely 
that, at least initially, talks are likely to be 
by Zoom rather than in person. The last 
two Zoom talks of the current season are 
“What did the Romans ever do for 
Yorkshire” by Gillian Hovell on 12th 
October and “Cartimandua, Queen of the 
North” by Julie Prescott on November 9th. 
Further details via the FORA website at 
romanaldborough.co.uk 
 

Irene McCandlish



 
 


