
Palm Sunday Liturgy 2021 

The Lord be with you 

And also with you 

 

Hosanna to the Son of David.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Behold your king comes to you, 

Meek and lowly, sitting upon a donkey.  

Ride on in the cause of truth and for the sake of justice.  

Hosanna to the Son of David.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

 

First Reading (Andre – from outside in Kentucky) 

Welcome to Kentucky! 

Palm Sunday is about journeys. 

 It reminds us that life is not about staying in one place – that 

we are called to move and progress. 

Life is more than playing safe, because Jesus promises us 

life in all its fulness. 

On Palm Sunday, Jesus enters into Jerusalem despite the 

risks he faces and enters a new phase of his life. 

So we too, at this time in the Church year, make a choice to 

continue to follow Jesus, wherever he takes us. There may 

be adventures ahead – there may be suffering – but there is 

also a promise of new life and new hope. 

Ride on, ride on Lord Jesus – and take us with you on the 

journey. 

Hymn: Ride on ride on in majesty (recorded at St James) 

Reading:  the  donkey ,  by G.  K .  Ches ter ton  

(from Roecliffe river walk with the donkeys in background) 

 

When fishes flew and forests walked 
   And figs grew upon thorn, 
Some moment when the moon was blood 
   Then surely I was born. 
 
With monstrous head and sickening cry 
   And ears like errant wings, 
The devil’s walking parody 
   On all four-footed things. 
 
The tattered outlaw of the earth, 
   Of ancient crooked will; 
Starve, scourge, deride me: I am dumb, 
   I keep my secret still. 
 
Fools! For I also had my hour; 
   One far fierce hour and sweet: 
There was a shout about my ears, 
   And palms before my feet. 

The Blessing of the Palms (From outside St Andrews 
Aldborough) 

God our Saviour, whose Son Jesus Christ entered 

Jerusalem as Messiah to suffer and to die; let these palms 

be for us signs of his victory and grant that we who bear 

them in his name may ever hail him as our King, and follow 

him in the way that leads to eternal life; who is alive and 

reigns with you, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and for ever. Amen. 

 

Let us enter the city with God today, 

And sing hosannas to our king, 

Let us turn our backs on the powers that grasp and control, 

And open our hearts to the son of God riding on a donkey. 

Let us join his parade, 

Surrounded by outcasts, 

Let us follow the one who brought freedom and peace, 

And walk in solidarity with the abandoned and oppressed. 

Let us shout for joy at Christ’s coming and join his disciples, 

Welcoming the broken, healing the sick,  

Let us see the truth as God draws near. 

Collect  

Almighty and everlasting God, 

Who in your tender love towards humankind sent your son 

our saviour Jesus Christ, 

To take upon him our flesh and to suffer death upon the 

cross: 

Grant that we may follow the example of his patience and 

humility, 

And also be made partakers of his resurrection, 

Through Jesus Christ your son our Lord, 

Who is alive and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

One God, now and forever, Amen 

 

 

Psalm set for Palm Sunday 

(Psalm 118: 19-24) 

Open to me the gates of righteousness, 

    that I may enter through them 

    and give thanks to the LORD. 

 

This is the gate of the LORD; 

    the righteous shall enter through it. 

 

I thank you that you have answered me 

    and have become my salvation. 

 The stone that the builders rejected 

    has become the chief cornerstone. 

https://www.poetryfoundation.org/poets/g-k-chesterton


 

This is the LORD’s doing; 

    it is marvellous in our eyes. 

 

This is the day that the LORD has made; 

    let us rejoice and be glad in it.  

 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son and to the Holy 

Spirit, 

As it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be forever, 

Amen 
 

Hymn: Give me joy in my heart 

 

We hear the Palm Gospel reading (Matthew 21:1-11) 

(from Kentucky – Carolina) 

 

When they had come near Jerusalem and had reached 
Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two disciples, 
saying to them, “Go into the village ahead of you, and 
immediately you will find a donkey tied, and a colt with her; 
untie them and bring them to me.  If anyone says anything to 
you, just say this, ‘The Lord needs them.’ And he will send 
them immediately.” This took place to fulfil what had been 
spoken through the prophet, saying, 
“Tell the daughter of Zion, 
Look, your king is coming to you, humble, and mounted on a 
donkey, and on a colt, the foal of a donkey.” 
The disciples went and did as Jesus had directed them;  they 
brought the donkey and the colt, and put their cloaks on 
them, and he sat on them. A very large crowd[b] spread their 
cloaks on the road, and others cut branches from the trees 
and spread them on the road. The crowds that went ahead 
of him and that followed were shouting, 
“Hosanna to the Son of David! 
 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 
When he entered Jerusalem, the whole city was in turmoil, 
asking, “Who is this?” 11 The crowds were saying, “This is the 
prophet Jesus from Nazareth in Galilee.” 
 
This is the gospel of the Lord 

Praise to you Oh Christ 

Bishop Helen-Ann shares some Palm Sunday thoughts (from 

Ripon) 

The Prayers 

Lord Jesus Christ, as we remember your journey into 

Jerusalem, we thank you that you are always with us, in our 

inner journeys. 

We pray for our world. For people who are scared of the 

future and for all who have lost homes or health or hope. 

We pray for the Church and for the journey of faith that we 

walk together. Help us to trust you in all our troubles and 

serve other people as you have called us. 

We pray for members of our government and for those in 

leadership positions around the world. Give them wisdom as 

they work to lead and care for all people. 

We pray for people we know who are anxious or lonely or 

unwell, especially those known to us. We pray for friends 

and family who have died and who walk with God a different 

journey in heaven with him. 

God of our homes and God of our journeys, you are our 
past, present and future. Walk with us always, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord, 
Amen 
 
Hymn You are the King of Glory 
 
Concluding Poem  
 
Ride on Lord Jesus.  

Upon a colt,  

over cloaks,  

under branches –  

ride on Lord Jesus. 

 

Towards a city,  

through its gates,  

past the crowds –  

ride on Lord Jesus. 

  

As Hosannas fade  

and enemies sneer,  

as danger closes  

and friends falter –  

ride on Lord Jesus. 

  

Showing the way,  

teaching the truth,  

bringing life for all.  

In the name of the Lord –  

ride on Lord Jesus. 

 

Blessing (from Vicarage garden)  

Christ crucified draw you to himself, to find in him a sure 

ground for faith,  

a firm support for hope, and the assurance of sins forgiven; 

 and the blessing of God almighty, the Father, the Son, and 

the Holy Spirit, 

 be among you, and remain with you always. Amen. 

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+21%3A+1-11&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23833b

