
 

 

 

  
 

` 

Aldborough, Boroughbridge,Dunsforths, Minskip,  
Roecliffe 

 

September 2020 
 

 

 
 

 
www.boroughbridgechurches.uk 



WHO’S WHO 
 

VICAR   
Rev Karen Gardiner   
The Vicarage, Church Lane, 
Boroughbridge YO51 9BA 
01423 326518  

karen.gardiner @leeds.anglican.org

    
   

CHURCHWARDENS 

ALDBOROUGH  
Mrs Liz Vose  203503 
Mr J Lawson-Tancred 326162 

BOROUGHBRIDGE  
Mr A Weeds  391535 
Mrs K Ambrose  322070 
 
DUNSFORTH  
Mrs F. Merchie  322526 
Mrs P. Denny  322901 

MINSKIP  
Mr R Beaumont  322365 

ROECLIFFE 
Mr J. Bolland  325091 
Mr S. Jarvis  322026 

READER 

John Francis Moss  07515 825198   
Johnfrancismoss @icloud.com  

 
 
MAGAZINE EDITORS 
David Bellwood  324276   
Paul Farrelly  504913 
Email:     
link @boroughbridgechurches.uk 
 

Please note that copy for inclusion in 
any one month should be sent to the 
Editors by the 12th of the previous 
month. 
 
Local Village Contacts: 
ALDBOROUGH:  Mrs S Hynes      
Tel: 324071             
tiletech@btinternet.com 
BOROUGHBRIDGE:  Mr P Farrelly    
Tel: 504913                      
paul@farrellys.co.uk 
DUNSFORTH:  Mrs P Denny         
Tel: 322901       
penelopedenny@tiscali.co.uk 
MINSKIP:   Mrs D Wilson        
Tel: 322712   
wilsondorothy@hotmail.co.uk 
ROECLIFFE:   Mr J. Bolland              
Tel: 325091                
j.bolland@hotmail.com

 

 
 
In these difficult times, do remember that your Church community is here for 
you. If you, or anyone you know, would like to talk to someone, or if we can 
help in any way, please do get in touch with Karen, John or one of our 
Wardens, all of whose details are in this magazine.  
 
You can also contact us through our website www.boroughbridgechurches.uk 
and through Facebook - @boroughbridgechurches  
 

 
 

 

mailto:paul@farrellys.co.uk
mailto:penelopedenny@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:wilsondorothy@hotmail.co.uk
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From the Vicarage…….     Change and Stability….. 

 

Dear friends, 
 
We have been in Boroughbridge a year! 
We moved in August 2019 for a 
September start: a new house, a new 
school for the girls, a new role for me, and 
of course a new Vicar for you. And what a 
year it has been - rather different from 
what any of us could have imagined! I did 
not, I can assure you, when asked at 
interview what my plans were for my first 
year in office, spend anytime talking about 
video editing software, social distancing or 
how we might manage without singing in 
Church! 
 
But as I am seeming to be constantly 
saying at the moment: aren’t human 
beings fantastically adaptable? Haven’t our 
businesses shown phenomenal courage? 
Aren’t our neighbours wonderful at looking 
out for one another? Aren’t our schools 
and our hospitals, our charities and our 
creative artists endlessly flexible and 
imaginative. Somehow, we find new ways 
to express ourselves, to survive and even 
thrive under extraordinary circumstances. 
 
This September, several of our Churches 
will be managing Harvest Festivals in new 
and innovative ways – including enjoying 
outdoor worship. We have had all age 
worship with playdoh, and last night we 
enjoyed beautiful viola playing in lieu of the 

hymns we would normally sing, and we are 
looking forwards to our “Virtual Music 
Concert” featuring a number of our 
musicians. Minskip is even planning its first 
ever Scarecrow Festival for the first 
weekend in September – make sure you 
make time for a walk around to spot all the 
new creations. 
 
But I have to admit, that despite all the new 
possibilities, it is also a great comfort to 
many of us to have been back to our old 
buildings and the old liturgies, especially 
as we continue to navigate a barrage of 
constant changes and adaptations. They 
remind us that God never changes, and 
that whatever the future holds, he will hold 
us fast. As the old compline prayer says, 
 
Be present, O merciful God, 
and protect us through the silent hours of 

this night, 
so that we who are wearied by the 

changes and chances of this fleeting 
world, 

may rest upon your eternal 
changelessness; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
May the peace of the Lord be always with 
you. 
 

Karen 
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St James’ 

Church  

text giving 

service. 
 

The PCC would like to thank all the friends of St James church for their 

continued support. As with all organisations at this time raising funds  

has never been more challenging. 

Donations can currently be made by standing order, by cheque and by our 

parish envelope giving scheme. 
 

To complement the existing schemes we are pleased to be able to introduce 

our new mobile phone text giving service. 
 

It’s simple to use,  

To donate £5   text STJAMES 5    to 70460 
To donate £10 text STJAMES 10  to 70460 
To donate £20 text STJAMES 20  to 70460 
 

Texts cost your donation plus one standard rate message 
 

If you would like to give on an automatic monthly basis 

To donate £5   a month text MONTHLY 5   to 70460 
To donate £10 a month text MONTHLY 10 to 70460 
To donate £20 a month text MONTHLY 20 to 70460 
 

Texts cost your donation plus two standard rate messages 

You will receive a receipt message every time you donate – this tells you 
how to cancel your donation should you wish - which is by texting STOP to 
70085 at any time. 
 

Gift aid, if you are a UK tax payer, by following the link on the follow up 

message your donation can be increased by 25%. 

 

Thank you for your support and stay safe from St James’ PCC 
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Minskip News 
 

Plant Sale 
 
This was held on Saturday 1 August 
Yorkshire Day in the Churchyard from 
10.30 – 12.30. 2 large Yorkshire flags 
decorated the entrance & smaller flags 
were hung along the wall making the area 
look very festive. 
There was  a large variety of stalls 
including a Tombola, “Treat Yourself”- 
Christmas present ideas!, Children’s & 
Adult’s books, Produce, Herbs & a 
wonderful  variety of plants mainly grown 
by  villagers & a few donated by 
Morrisons, Hardwicks & Minskip Farm 
Shop & also some very attractive face masks made by Alice Backhouse. 
 

It was very well supported and quite a few 
“passers-by”, noticing something was 
happening, came & bought, including 2 
ladies from Middlesborough! An amazing 
£456.50 was raised which was fantastic. 
Many thanks to Camilla Backhouse for 
organising it, and to Jean Joynes & 
daughter Sarah for co-ordinating a 
magnificent tombola which raised £110.  
Also a huge thank you to Tony & Viv, Ivan 
& Jean who spend many hours keeping the 
Churchyard & car park looking attractive & 
immaculate. 

Thank you also to all the villagers who helped & donated plants & tombola prizes & to 
everyone who came & it was lovely to see Karen & family. A brilliant village event! 
 
100 Not Out! 
 
Congratulations to Virginia Akre who celebrates her 100th Birthday at the end of August. 
We all hope you have a very memorable day Virginia. 
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BITS & PIECES DURING THE PANDEMIC 
 

Lockdown is easing albeit with care 
Six people can meet in the open air 
Distancing still as shops open again 
Will things ever be quite the same 
 
To have a hair cut was such a treat 
With shining highlights and styled so neat 
In enclosed places we must wear a mask 
But to keep us safe it’s a very small ask 
 
Reverend Karen greets us with a smile 
As she welcomes us down the aisle 
Surely this pandemic can’t last for ever 
For happier times we prayed together 
 
Us bell ringers are feeling quite frustrated 
All these weeks that we have waited 
To peal the bells but not just yet 
Social distancing we must not forget 

The weather’s been mixed I have to say 
But a few hot days produced perfect hay 
Farmers worked hard from morn ‘til night 
Ensuring that they got it just right 
 
The corn harvest is now taking place 
Against the clock the Farmers race 
The sun and breeze will keep it dry 
If  the rain will pass us by 
 
September brings another rule 
Children will return to School 
They need normality and stimulation 
To resume their education 
 
 
Keep well, keep safe, keep distancing 
Phyll                          July/August 2020 

 

 



Roecliffe News 
 

ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB 
RESULTS 

 

JULY  DRAW 
1st Prize £20 (61)     Jo Mitchell 
2nd Prize  £10  (58)    

David & Julia Wardingley 
3rd= Prize  £5   (120)    Hilary Newbegin 
3rd= Prize  £5  (53)    Craig & Jo Felton 
 
ANNIVERSARY BONUS DRAW 
1st Prize £20 (40)       Tim Collin 
2nd=Prize  £10  (83)      Freddie Felton 
2nd=Prize  £10  (47)  

Ian & Suzanne Campbell 
2nd=Prize  £10  (101)      Anne Padden 
3rd= Prize  £5   (81)     
       David & Leanne Silverwood-Dwyer 
3rd= Prize  £5 (50) Mark & Cathy Dawson 
 
AUGUST DRAW 
1st Prize £20 (71)       Janet Siswick 
2nd Prize  £10  (84)  

John & Judith Newberry 
3rd= Prize  £5 (82)   

Bernard & Elaine Porter 
3rd= Prize  £5  (7)    Tim & Janet Allen 
3rd= Prize  £5  (57)    Jo Mitchell 
 
The September Draw will take place on 
Tuesday September 1st between 6.30 
and 7.00pm. Hopefully it will take place in 
The Crown Inn, Roecliffe.  
 
DATE  FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
Harvest Festival, Friday, September 
18th on Roecliffe Village Green. No 
further details have yet been worked out. 

In these Covid 19 times St. Marys 
Church in Roecliffe is too small to hold 
our regular services. So during this 
period regular services are held most 
Sunday mornings at St Andrew’s, 
Aldborough; and most Sunday 
afternoons at St James’, Boroughbridge. 
For more details, see page 17. 
 
VILLAGE  NEWS 
 
Well, the big news is that the Crown Inn 
has been Leased to Coastal & Country 
Inns, who are based in Manchester. They 
have several Inns in the Northern part of 
England. There is no definite news as to 
when it will open but it might well be in 
time for the August Bank Holiday at the 
end of the month. Apparently a young 
couple from one of their other Inns, who 
have plenty of experience, will be moving 
to Roecliffe to manage The Crown. As 
you will have noticed the outside of The 
Crown has been painted, and work is 
now going on inside. The Crown will be 
“dog friendly” which will appeal to many. 
 
July is the month when several of us 
collect Racket money for the next 12 
months. This is the start of the 18th year 
of The Racket Club. And how generous 
Roecliffe Residents have been. In spite 
of losing one big customer, we have 
increased sales from 124 to 137 
numbers, and so we have decided to 
give £45 in prizes each month, which still 
leaves some money for our Christmas 
and Anniversary Bonus Draws. 
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And for the final lot of 
Church Bulletins…… 
 
 
Low Self Esteem Support Group will 
meet Thursday at 7.00pm. Please 
use the back door. 
 
The eighth-graders will be 
presenting Shakespeare’s Hamlet at 
7.00pm. The congregation is invited 
to attend this tragedy. 
 
Weight Watchers will meet at 
7.00pm at the First Presbyterian 
Church. Please use large double door 
at the side entrance. 
 
Pot-Luck supper Sunday at 5.00pm. 
Prayer and medication to follow. 
 
This evening at 7.00pm there will be 
a hymn singing in the park across 
from the church. Bring a blanket and 
come prepared to sin. 
 
 
I am sure you will agree that that is 
enough! Apparently all of have 
appeared in actual church bulletins 
or were announced in church 
services! So the motto is always read 
through carefully what you write! 
 

 
Jim Bolland 
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Aldborough News 
 

Over the last couple of months, many of 
us have been lucky enough to be able to 
return to Sunday Morning Worship in St 
Andrew's. To start with, the format 
seemed slightly odd,  especially without 
the usual hymns, but Rev Karen has 
provided us with such a welcoming, 
enthusiastic, concerned and relevant 
ministry that the lack of what we would 
have regarded as “normal” or expected” 
no longer appeared significant by the end 
of the service. It has also been so good 
to see so many members of all the 
churches in the parish attending, 
especially for the all age services – I will 
long remember the play-dough loaves 
and pipe-cleaner fishes for the parable of 
the feeding of the five thousand – five 
thousand people.  We are all indebted to 
our organists who have continued to 
provide us with music, even if we can't 
yet sing, and to Liz, Jamie and Bob and 
Beth who have made sure the services 
are conducted within regulations so we 
can stay safe.  
 
At this time we would usually be looking 
forward to our Harvest Season but with 
the potential covid problems this is likely 
to be different from normal.  Certainly the 
traditional harvest supper in the village 
hall does not seem possible. The service 
also seems likely to have to change its 
usual format and possibly venue or 
timing.  Some decisions may have to be 
left flexible but once they are firmed up 
we will, as usual,  make sure that 
everyone in the village is informed.  
 

The Aldborough Roman Site is again 
open on Saturday and Sunday from 
10.00am until six.  The museum has 
been revamped during the closure period 
and has a completely new “themed” 
layout and with some exhibits that have 
not previously been seen or have not 
been seen in many years.  However, it is 
now necessary to book a time to visit and 
site numbers are restricted – just go to 
English Heritage Aldborough Roman Site 
on the internet and book in advance.  
This can be done the same day or even, 
as quite a few visitors have found out, on 
the steps into the site!.   
 

Irene McCandlish  
 

 
 
The Parish Link is delivered to almost 
every house in Aldborough as part of the 
church’s mission in the village with the 
cost covered by St Andrew's CC. In 
addition to keeping everyone up to date 
with church news, the Link carries other 
news from Aldborough and the wider 
parish. It would be greatly appreciated if 
those able to do so could contribute to 
the costs.  Payment of £10 for 2020 can 
be made by sending a cheque (made out 
to St Andrew's Church, Aldborough) in an 
envelope, including your details, and 
sending it to Hillside Cottage, Front 
Street, Aldborough YO51 9ES. Or, you 
can contact the magazine editors to find 
out other ways to pay (see page 2). 
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Dunsforth News 
 
 

Dunsforth Draw Results 
 
June:     
1st Prize £42   Jo Tottman 
2nd Prize £15  John Wilson 
3rd Prize £10   Penny Forbes Bell 
 
July: 
1st Prize £42    Stuart Jackson 
2nd Prize £15   Emma & Rob Sanderson        
3rd Prize £10    Enid Cotton 
 
Congratulations to all winners! 
 
In spite of lockdown the summer seems 
to have flown by in generally speaking 
good weather (if you like the heat). Our 
churches are making welcome and 
tentative steps to reopen. Many thanks 
are due to Karen for all the work she has 
put in to making this happen ... with 
changes to rules coming almost daily, it 
hasn't been an easy task. In Dunsforth 
our Friday morning prayers have been 
well supported and some of us have 
been attending and enjoying the services 
in Aldborough and Boroughbridge as 
well. 
 
Now we are looking forward to Harvest 
Festival at St Mary's. This will be held 
outside on Sunday 20th September at 
5pm. We are hoping to keep to our usual 

format of gifts being presented and 
families are encouraged to attend 
bringing their own picnics as part of the 
service. We will have a big marquee in 
case of inclement weather. Everyone is 
encouraged to bring a contribution to the 
Boroughbridge food bank. We hope to 
see many there to support what is such 
an important event in our calendar which 
although very different should still be 
fun.. and an important opportunity to give 
thanks to the hardworking farmers and 
for all that is produced both here and 
overseas. 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 



15 
 



16 

 



17 

Church Services 
 

Date 
 

Venue/Time Theme Readings 

September 
6th 

St. Andrew’s 
10am 

Gathering 
together 

Matthew 18:15-20 
(All age service) 

St. James’ 
4pm 

Keeping faith Acts 19:1-20 
Mark 7: 24-30 

September 
13th 

St. Andrew’s 
10am 

The Quality of 
Mercy 

Romans 14:1-12 
Matthew 18: 21-35 

St. James’ 
4pm 

Eve of Holy 
Cross Day 

Isaiah 52:13- end ch53 
Ephesians 2:11 - end 

September 
18th 

St. Mary’s, 
Roecliffe 

Harvest On the Village Green. More 
details tbc. 

September 
20th 

St. Andrew’s 
10am 

It’s not fair! 
 

Jonah 3:10 – end of ch 4 
Matthew 20:1-16 

St. James’ 
4pm 

Eve of St 
Matthew 

Isaiah 33: 13-17 
Matthew 6:19 - end 

St. Mary’s, 
Dunsforth 5pm 

Harvest (Will take place outside) 

September 
27th 

St. Andrew’s 
10am 

Deeds not 
words 

Philippians 2:1-13 
Matthew 21: 23-32 

St. James’ 
4pm 

St Michael & 
all Angels  

All Age Service 

October 
4th 

St James’ 
 10am 

Harvest  

Venue tbc Feast of St 
Francis 

Micah 6: 6-8 
Luke 12: 22-34 

 

 As from Wednesday 9th September there will be a weekly 10.45am Holy 
Communion service at St James’. 

 Monday “Zoom” morning prayer 9.30am continues weekly. 

 Friday morning prayer at St Mary’s Dunsforth 9am continues weekly. 

 All services are subject to possible change and cancellation due to national 
or local circumstances. 
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New Methodist Minister for Boroughbridge  

 
I wanted to write a short note to say hello, as this month I’m beginning a new appointment 
as the minister for the Methodist Church in Boroughbridge (and seven other places!) I’m 
very happy to be coming to a beautiful part of North Yorkshire after a long spell in the South 
East and most recently in East Anglia in the Fens.  
 
I am a passionate ecumenist and rural practitioner, and I love and I understand rural towns 
and villages. I look forward to getting involved in events over the next few years. 
 
I’m married to Lis (who is an Anglican) and we have six cats and no children! We will be 
living in Ripon. We both love meeting people. Of course, beginning a new appointment in a 
pandemic will be interesting. I’m planning lots of pastoral getting to know you meetings in 
gardens.  
 
I look forward to meeting many of you soon, 
 

Ian Pruden 
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St James’ Boroughbridge 
 

 
August 100 club draw results           
1st prize  £25   Mr T Watson (78)     
2nd prize £10  Rev K Gardiner (38)   
3rd prize  £5    Mrs E Severs (68)    
 
Entering our monthly 100 club draw costs just £12 per year, for more 
details or to sign up contact Neil Lister on 01423 579967. 
 
   _______________________________________________________ 

 

This year’s Harvest festival will be held on Sunday 4th October 10am, 
as in previous years, with your help, we would like to support the 
work of the local food bank, which at this time more than ever 
provides an invaluable service for anyone that needs it. 
 

_______________________________________________________ 
 

 
 

St James’ Church  
tower clock - 
 

A Brief history of time! 
 

Potts of Leeds was a major 
British manufacturer of public 
clocks, based in Leeds (as the 
name suggests). 
 

 
 

William Potts was born in 
December 1809 and was 
apprenticed to Samuel 
Thompson, a Darlington 
clockmaker. In 1833, at the age of 
24, William moved to Pudsey  to 
set up his own business. Initially 
the business was primarily 
concerned with domestic 
timepieces, however this 
gradually expanded into the 
manufacture and repair of public 
clocks.  
 
In 1862 the business moved to 
Guildford Street, Leeds, and later, 
a workshop for public clocks 
opened nearby in Cookridge 
Street. This heralded the most 
productive and profitable years of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Darlington
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clockmaker
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Pudsey
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the business with large numbers 
of public clocks being installed 
both home and abroad for 
cathedrals, churches, town halls, 
schools, engineering works and 
railways. Queen Victoria granted 
the company a Royal Warrant in 
1897.  
 
The business was renamed 
William Potts & Sons Limited as a 
result of three of William’s sons 
joining the company, however, 
after the First World War, two 
sons started their own 
clockmaking business, Tom Potts 
left in 1928 and Charles Potts left 
in 1930. William Potts & Sons 
Limited joined the Smith of Derby 
Group in 1935, but very wisely, 
with such a well-recognised 
name, Potts retained its identity 
and the Leeds base. Today the 
Potts name is still recognised and 
active in the north of Britain.  
It is claimed that there are more 
than 1600 Potts clocks in 
existence around England. 
 
Potts' clocks were installed in 
public buildings, churches, 
railway stations, workplaces and 
other premises. According to 
Potts' register, 1,568 new clocks 
were installed and 54 of them 
subsequently transferred to new 
locations by the company. The 
total included, 363 quarter-
chiming clocks (of which St 
James tower clock is one) and 
510 hour-striking clocks. Many 

were installed at locations in 
Yorkshire, and Leeds had the 
most, including examples on 
Leeds Town Hall and Leeds Corn 
Exchange. The clock on the 
Pierhead Building at Cardiff 
Docks was installed in 1897, but 
was removed and sold in 1973. 
The mechanism was taken to 
Alabama, USA and returned to 
Cardiff in 2005. It was planned to 
install the Potts clock as a piece 
of contemporary art, encased in 
glass, in Cardiff city centre.  
 
Other clocks were installed 
further afield, Lerwick Town Hall's 
clock was installed in 1887, and 
one on the Roman Catholic 
Church Hall in Melbourne, 
Australia dates from 1930. Five 
clocks were exported to India but 
their locations are not known, two 
went to Russia and there is an 
example on the post office in 
Lyttleton, New Zealand. Potts 
provided the mechanism for a 
floral clock at Belle Vue 
Zoological Gardens in 1936.  
 
 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Queen_Victoria
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Warrant_of_Appointment_(United_Kingdom)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smith_of_Derby_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Smith_of_Derby_Group
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leeds_Town_Hall
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leeds_Corn_Exchange
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Leeds_Corn_Exchange
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardiff_Docks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardiff_Docks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Alabama
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cardiff_city_centre
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lerwick
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Melbourne
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lyttleton,_New_Zealand
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belle_Vue_Zoological_Gardens
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Belle_Vue_Zoological_Gardens
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Pictured above is the tower clock 
mechanism, the clock takes the 
form of a flat bed, gravity 
movement made by Wm Potts & 
sons in 1865, driving out to three 
5ft diameter flat dials finished in 
blue and gold. 
 
The middle barrel drives the three 
clock faces via gearbox located 
just above the bells, the left hand 
barrel drives the hourly chimes 
and the right hand barrel drives 
the quarter chimes. 
 
Each barrel has a drive weight 
attached via a cable, the winding 
action lifts each weight around 
55-60 ft, and this needs to be 
done once a week. 
 
The Church council were asked 
to consider the installation of an 
automatic winding mechanism, 
briefly the system consists of 
three automated winding units 
(one for each barrel) and a 

pendulum regulator that responds 
to the normal temperature and 
humidity variations that occur to 
keep the timekeeping accurate. 
 
The current quotation stands at a 
little over £10,000. We have also 
sought quotations for the 
renovation of the three clock 
faces and some remedial repairs 
that are required to quarter chime 
mechanism and the replacement 
of some worn cables. The repair 
work will be around £1,200 and 
the clock face renovation a further 
£11,000. 
 
The clock is still serviced annually 
by Smith of Derby, and wound 
weekly on a rota basis by Tom 
Walker, his son Sam and Paul 
Farrelly. We are always looking 
for new volunteers to join us and 
would love to hear from anyone 
that may have either an interest in 
the clock or fancies the workout 
without the gym membership 
fees! We would hate for the clock 
to have to fall silent as in many 
ways it makes up a small part of 
the backdrop to life in 
Boroughbridge. 

 
References for this article; 
Smith of Derby 
Wikipedia 

 
 



 



Crown Inn to Re-Open 
 
The beautiful 16th century coaching 
inn in Roecliffe is re-opening. The 
Crown, which went into voluntary 
liquidation last year, has been 
bought by the flourishing Coastal & 
Country Inns group, for an 
undisclosed sum. 
 

It has been sensitively refurbished by 
Coastal & Country and is now set to 
return to its former glory. Its doors 
are opening again on August Bank 
Holiday weekend. 
 

 
 

Chris Hannon, managing director of 
the Manchester-based Coastal & 
Country, explained: “When we heard 
that the Crown was for sale, having 
fallen on hard times, we knew this 
was too good an opportunity to 
miss. This very special inn had 
enjoyed a golden period under the 
11-year stewardship of Karl and 
Amanda Mainey and it is our mission 
to restore those glory days. 
 

“We are determined to make the 
Crown the beating heart of Roecliffe 
again, creating an award-winning inn 

where the residents can enjoy a 
quiet pint or two and the local 
community feels comfortable and at 
home.  
 

“At the same time, we are looking to 
re-establish the Crown’s reputation 
for excellent food and drink in 
relaxed and informal surroundings, 
making it a destination location for 
food lovers across the county,” he 
explained. “We also have five en-
suite double bedrooms for those 
who want to stay overnight or for 
short breaks.” 
 

“It goes without saying, in these 
challenging Covid-19 times, that we 
are implementing strict social 
distancing rules and taking the 
utmost care with hygiene. Everyone 
who visits us will feel safe,” he 
added. 
 

The new management team at the 
Crown are Lukas and Veronicka 
Alman, who have moved from 
Coastal & Country’s Peak District Inn, 
the Devonshire Arms at Hartington. 
Lukas previous ran a hotel in the 
Highlands for the group. 
 

Mr Hannon explained that the 
Crown Inn fitted in perfectly with the 
group’s culture and ethos and was 
an ideal addition to its portfolio, 
adding that Coastal & Country Inns 
had just completed the restoration 
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of the Owl Inn at Hawnby, near 
Helmsley, where the group holds the 
long leasehold on behalf of 
Mexborough Estates. 
 

“These are extremely exciting times 
for Coastal & Country as we extend 
our portfolio – and the restoration of 
the Crown’s excellent reputation is 
at the forefront of our plans. 
 

“We are already using local produce 
to create flexible and seasonal 
menus there, whilst also introducing 
a wide range of beers, gins, spirits 
and cocktails. Underpinning this will 
be a genuinely warm welcome for 
everyone, from local residents, to 
food and drink enthusiasts and to 
tourists from further afield. 
 

“For us it is important that each of 
our inns has a unique design, a mix 
of modern, comfortable, beautiful 
and practical antique furniture. Each 
inn must have open fires to welcome 
you on a chilly day and, when the 
sun makes an appearance, our 
gardens and outside spaces are 
somewhere beautiful to be,” he 
added. 
 

The Coastal and Country Inns 
portfolio now comprises the Crown 
at Roecliffe; the Devonshire Arms at 
Hartington, near Buxton; the Owl at 
Hawnby; and the New Inn at Great 
Limber, near Grimsby. 
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Morning Prayer 
 
Karen is running a short ‘Zoom’ morning 
prayer service on Mondays at 9.30am. All 
are welcome - do have coffee with you if 
you like, and stay for a chat. It would be 
helpful if you would like to bring with you 
a Bible and the order of service which is 
available on the website or by email. 
 
To join, please contact Karen for the 
details (see page 2). 
 
Other resources for worshipping at home 
(orders of service, prayers, sermons, etc) 
are available from our website 
www.boroughbridgechurches.uk or by 
email from Karen (see page 2).  
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