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Not From the Vicarage……     

Dear friends, 
 

At the beginning of August, I spent ten days 
in Birmingham for the Commonwealth 
Games.  Once again, I didn’t catch the eye 
of the team selectors, so I was there as a 
spectator, watching seven events at four 
venues – it was absolutely brilliant!  Of 
course, not everybody won a medal; nor did 
the games resolve all the social problems 
that Birmingham – like any major city – has 
to contend with.  Yet everybody seemed to 
be making a real effort – and not just the 
competitors, coaches and officials, but the 
stewards, event comperes, shuttle bus 
drivers, food and drinks vendors, police, 
spectators, games volunteers – of which 
there must have been thousands.  I even 
met one of the dancers for the closing 
ceremony in the sauna at Aston University – 
and you never expected to read that in a 
parish magazine!  Under the strapline ‘Sport 
is just the beginning’, it really felt as if we 
were all taking part and being a part of 
something really special. 
 
Several years ago, ‘Belonging before 
believing’ was the title of one of the initiatives 
run by the Church of England.  It encouraged 
anyone to join in the church community and 
see what the Good News of the Gospel 
actually achieved in individuals and within 
that group of people before they considered 
any formal commitment.  It was all about 
learning by taking part and being a part of 
something.  It wasn’t universally popular – 
especially with those churches who saw 
themselves more as a gathered community 

where membership was available only to 
those who had already made a commitment 
to Christ. Such an exclusive approach also 
has its disadvantages, seemingly rewarding 
people for having discovered Jesus, yet 
often providing little encouragement or 
means for those outside the gathered 
community.  It would be like the 
Commonwealth Games being only for the 
competitors, with everybody else kept at a 
distance and excluded from becoming part 
of the event. 
 
Thankfully, we adopt a far more inclusive 
approach in our parish, where we see our 
church members expressing their faith 
through being active in the wider community 
– taking part and being a part of all aspects 
of town and village life, as well as taking part 
and being a part of church.  Whilst our 
buildings can’t be open all the time, when 
they are they are open to anyone: just come 
as you are – take part and be a part of our 
services and our church community.  You 
don’t need to be a committed Christian to 
come to church or talk with anyone who does 
about what we do and believe, but taking 
part in that service, or being a part of that 
conversation might just be the beginning… 
 
I have received quite a few questions about 
which readings we should use in Church on 
Sundays – and hopefully the following 
should provide some clarity (and do omit the 
brackets if it’s too much detail!) 
 
Each Sunday in the church year has a 
different title (‘the third Sunday in Lent’ or 
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‘the 17th Sunday after Trinity’, and so on) 
and for each of those Sundays the Church of 
England provides four readings in its 
lectionary: Old Testament, Psalm, New 
Testament, and Gospel.  (In fact, there is a 
choice between two sets of readings: our 
united parish follows the ‘related’ rather than 
the ‘continuous’ set). 
 
At most of our services of Holy Communion 
(whether traditional or contemporary 
language), we omit the psalm and have two 
or three readings: OT, NT and Gospel, or 
just NT and Gospel.  Some visiting ministers 
like to read the Gospel themselves; others 
are quite happy for someone from the 
congregation to read it. 
 
The Church of England allows considerable 
flexibility with liturgy, and this applies to the 
non-eucharistic services we hold each 
month.  Songs of Praise actually includes a 
psalm – read by the minister with a 
congregational response – plus one reading, 
normally the Gospel.  Sunday Worship has 
two readings – normally NT and Gospel, 
though the OT reading might be preferred to 
the NT if it fits better with that Sunday’s 
theme.  Messy Church normally has a 
different theme each month – so the 
reading(s) may not come from the lectionary 
at all but are chosen by the team to accord 
with the theme. 
 
Perhaps the most complicated is Book of 
Common Prayer Evensong.  This service 
has two readings (or ‘lessons’, if you’re going 
to be precise), the first from OT and the 
second from NT, but for this service the NT 
lesson may come from the Gospels.  
(Consequently, the Church of England 

produces a different lectionary for this 
service).  In our parish, we use the Sunday 
morning lectionary – which has separate 
readings for NT and Gospel – at Evensong, 
so the person leading the service should be 
able to say which of the two they want for the 
second lesson. 
 
Each church in the united parish should have 
a lectionary – a printed booklet or pdf – 
printed annually by the Church of England, 
and which contains details of all the 
readings.  If you’re still uncertain, then 
please do ask! 
 

With love, 
 

John 
 
 

 



St James’ Boroughbridge 
 

July 100 club draw results 
 

1st prize  £25  Miss J Bratley (22)  
2nd prize £10  Mr J W Moulton (69) 
3rd prize  £5    Mr L Christensen  
 

August 100 club draw results 
 

1st prize  £25  Mrs J Fisher (89)  
2nd prize £10  Mrs J M Crook (14) 
3rd prize  £5    Miss S Farrer (77) 
 

Entering our monthly 100 club draw costs just 
£12 per year, for more details or to sign up 
contact Neil Lister on 01423 579967. 

 

Messy Church 
 

 
 

18TH SEPTEMBER CANCELLED 
POSTPONED UNTIL A LATER DATE 

The next Messy Church will be about the 
story of Moses. Come and join in all things 
about Moses and God’s rescue. Enjoy 
some Papyrus Weaving, some pyramid 
construction (slightly smaller scale), Sand 
art crosses, gorgeous keyring making and 
more.  
Hear the story, sing the song and celebrate 
with us 
 
Messy Church is free to attend. A donation 
on the day will help us to keep running 
Messy Church. 

Louise Leong 
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More Happy Memories of  
Sue Robinson 

  

 
 
The first time I met Susan was at the High 
School during the 1990s.  We were in an 
evening art class with Alan Matthews as 
our tutor. I cannot remember what I was 
painting but I noticed Susan’s work as it 
was a collection of the outstanding places 
in Boroughbridge.  This became a well- 
known picture and earned a lot of money 
for the church, one way or another. 
I asked what green she had used. 
Whenever I use Olive Green, I think of 
Susan. 
 
When Alan stopped evening classes at the 
High School, he found the Schoolroom at 
the Methodist Chapel for us to continue, 
which we did for a number of years until 
Alan’s Art shop in Ripon needed more of 
his time. A small group of us decided to 
carry on, and the painting group continues 

to this day. Susan was always a lively 
member. 
 
Susan always seemed to either have a 
holiday coming up or have just returned 
from one. She took many photos and gave 
a slide show one evening in a room above 
the library. This one was from her trip to 
China.  She had a wonderful way of 
keeping the youngsters quiet and 
interested, showing what an excellent 
teacher, she had been, as she had retired 
when I knew her. 
 
Whenever we walked around town, a 
young man might pass by calling to her 
“Hello Miss”. Then laughingly she 
wondered which little boy that was, then 
recalled he was good at this or that. 
 
She was a member of most of the groups 
in Boroughbridge and a painting class in 
Harrogate. She was rarely at home and 
could be seen whizzing about in her little 
car going from one group to another and 
always gave a loud blast on her horn if she 
saw you. 
 
When Susan started organising the 
Painting Exhibition at St James Church, 
she needed someone familiar with a 
computer to organise the layout of the 
forms required to start off the whole 
procedure. I can’t remember whether I 
offered or was bludgeoned into it, but that 
became a job which I really did enjoy for a 
number of years. 
 
Once the invitation forms were spread 
around the countryside, we were amazed 
how many artists were keen to exhibit their 
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paintings. To show them to advantage, Pin-
boards, made by Alan Smiles were placed 
over the pews in a V shape, on which the 
paintings were displayed. 
 

Each painting needed a printed card with 
the name of the painting, and the artist, 
also a price. For as well as exhibiting the 
paintings, any sold, a percentage of the 
price was for the church. Up to the last 
minute she would appear with another 
batch of forms for me to work on expecting 
me to start immediately. I would ask if she 
had some shopping or someone to see, but 
no. She sat watching while I waded through 
them, picking up errors, to my annoyance.  
Please. Leave me to it, Sue, I begged. 
 

After the Exhibition was over and all the 
pictures had been sold or taken home, she 
would drop into a chair and say, ‘That’s it, 
never again, that’s the last time.’  However, 
she still did it, for several years. 

Audrey 
 

St James’ BBQ 
 

The St James’ Church barbecue was held 
this year on Saturday 30th July, thank you 
to everyone that came along and to those 
that undertook to organise it especially 
Kath and Jeanette Ambrose, and several 
others that donated items and brought 
desserts.  
 

Although this year is turning out to be a 
particularly warm one we did manage to 
pick the rainy day! But this did not dampen 
our spirits as we enjoyed great food and 
great company. We are very grateful for the 
money raised as this will help with the day 
to day running of the church. 

Paul Farrelly 

Mothers’ Union 
 

The next MU meetings will be on Thursday 
15 September and Thursday 20 October. 
Please note that the September meeting 
will take place at All Saints Church, Kirby 
Hill, and the October meeting will be at The 
Coronation Hall. For full details, please see 
page 16. 
 

 
 

Donations of non-perishable items to Ripon 
Community Foodbank can be left in the 
boxes in St. James's Church. The Mothers' 
Union will collect these regularly and send 
to Ripon. Thank you for your support. 
 

Margaret Crawford 

 

 



St James’ Quiz Evening 
(with Pie & Pea Supper) 

Bar available & Raffle 
 

Saturday 24th Sept 7.15pm for 7.30pm start 
 

Coronation Hall 

Old Station Yard, Milby YO51 9BL 
 

Tickets £10 per person, Teams of up to 6 

(Card payments supported) 
 

Entry by ticket only, available from 

Neil Lister 579967 Tony Weeds 391535 

Kath Ambrose 322070 Paul Farrelly 504913 
 

 

 

 

St James’ Harvest Festival 
 
Sunday 9th October 10am 
 
Harvest songs of Praise  
with John Moss 

 
Followed by Soup & Sweet lunch, please feel free to 
bring a sweet to share, £5 minimum donation. 
 
Harvest gifts of non-perishable foods and toiletries to be 
collected for the Harrogate Homeless Project. 
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A Chance Meeting 
 

You will remember the intrepid little mouse 
Who bravely escaped from a busy house 
His travels took him through sun and rain 
Occasionally enjoying a meal of grain 
 

Every day seemed like the last 
The sky looked dull and overcast 
At this point I have to mention 
To find a wife was his intention 
 

 
 

He faced some dangers on his way 
But tomorrow is another day 
So maybe he should take a rest 
Then surely he would look his best 
 

The sun was shining in the sky 
As skylarks and swallows soared up high 
The farmers were busy making their hay 
Maybe this could be his lucky day 
 

He hoped and hoped he’d find a wife 
The missing link to his solitary life 
Wandering on through hill and dale 
He thought he heard a little wail 

He quietly listened and heard it again 
Then he spotted a little mouse in pain 
She really did have cause to moan 
Her tail was trapped under a fallen stone 
 

He asked her sweetly to keep quite still 
Then pushed it gently down the hill 
She realised how he’d saved her life 
And excitedly agreed to be his wife 
 

In a cosy barn amongst the hay 
With lots of room to rest and play 
They made; a nest so soft and nice 
All ready to welcome their baby mice 
 

For the September 2022 Parish Link 
Happy Summer Time! 

Phyll 
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Local Clubs & Societies 
 
 

Jigsaw Club 
 

Jigsaw Club meets in the Jubilee Room 
above Boroughbridge Library on the first 
and third Mondays each month from 2-
4pm. Admission is £1 per session which 
includes a cuppa. Jigsaws can also be 
borrowed during library opening hours - 
cost 50p per jigsaw. Contact - Dorothy 
Griffin - 01423 341982 or email  
dorothy.griffin94 @yahoo.co.uk 
 

Boroughbridge & District Historical 
Society 
 
Tuesday 13 Sept, 7.30pm in The Jubilee 
Room above Boroughbridge Library. AGM 
and Members’ Evening. Refreshments. 
01423 324276 boroughbridgehistory.co.uk  
 

Aldborough, Boroughbridge & 
Dunsforth WI 
 

Wednesday 7 Sept, 7.30pm at Aldborough 
Village Hall. Encouraging Nature into your 
Garden, a presentation by Helen Neave. 
Contact: Tish Hall-Wilkinson 01423 
325664. 
 
Kirby Hill WI 
 

Tuesday 6 Sept, 7.30pm, The Coronation 
Hall. ‘Tea from Bush to Cup’ with Denise 
Graham.  
Tuesday 4 Oct, 7.30pm in The Coronation 
Hall. ‘A Country Childhood in Words & 
Song’ part 2, with Zeke Deighton. 01423 
322991 or 322458. 

Yorkshire Countrywomen’s 
Association 
 

Thursday 8 Sept, 7.30pm in The Jubilee 
Room. North Yorkshire County Council – 
‘Say No to Nuisance Calls & Scams’.. 
01423 325503.  
 
Mothers’ Union 
 

Thursday 15 Sept, 7.30pm, All Saints 
Church, Kirby Hill ‘A Real Rural Life’ with 
Kate Dale. Refreshments. Everyone 
welcome. 01423 325405 or 323390.  
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Roecliffe News 
 

ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB RESULTS 
JULY DRAW 

1st  Prize £20 (83) Freddie Felton 
2nd  Prize £10  (45) Jenny Chisnell 
3rd=Prize £5 (127) John & Kelly Burks 
3rd=Prize £5 (85) Scott & Ann Green 
3rd=Prize £5 (54) Pat Smith 
 

AUGUST DRAW 
1st  Prize £20  (31) David /Adrienne Bellwood 
2nd  Prize £10  (30) David /Adrienne Bellwood 
3rd=Prize £5 (65) Hilary Newbegin 
3rd=Prize £5 (60) Bernard/Elaine Porter 
3rd=Prize £5 (91) Pamela Gillam 
 

The September Draw will take place at 
The Smithy, Roecliffe, on Thursday, 
September 1st, between 6.30 and 7pm. 
Everyone most welcome! 
 

Dates for Your Diary 
 

Sunday, September 4th at 10am. United 
Parish service in St. Mary’s Church, 
Roecliffe. We will be very happy to 
welcome back our vicar, Karen.  
 

Monday, September 5th at 7.30pm. 
Roecliffe Church Council meeting at Tithe 
House. 
 

Friday, October 7th at 7.00pm. Harvest 
Festival service. 
 

Sunday, October 9th at 10.00am. Parish 
Communion. 
 

Village News 
 

A very quiet month in Roecliffe with the 
school term having finished and The Crown 
still closed! A time to relax and enjoy the 
beautiful weather! 

We did have a visit from Mahalia from the 
Churches Conservation Trust to inspect 
the East window (see cover picture) which 
has started to bow near the bottom, most 
likely due to the lead softening after 180 
years in place. She will now complete the 
paperwork and take the matter up officially 
with the CCT. She has also noted that sand 
showers down when the bell is rung and 
will investigate past Maintenance reports, 
to see what has been said? 
 

This is something to discuss at our 
upcoming Church Council meeting, 
together with deciding a date for a Safari 
Supper and a Quiz Night. Due to Covid our 
Safari Supper had been delayed until such 
time as we thought it safe to proceed, so 
expect a date shortly. 
 

Karen very kindly set us up with some very 
interesting services whilst she has been on 
Sabbatical. Canon Richard Cooper was 
always very popular when a full-time vicar 
in our Parish. It was a pleasure to hear him 
preach again and he gave a very thought -
provoking sermon. He was followed in July 
by The Very Venerable Archdeacon 
Jonathan Gough, and now in a few days 
time we have our own lay minister, Paul 
Bartle to preside over a Sunday Worship. 
An excellent variety of services! 
 

Roecliffe Racket Club 
 

During the past two months we have been 
collecting money for the next 12 months of 
the Racket Club. Many thanks to all those 
who continue to support this worthwhile 
event, as it supports our church, and the 
draws create some interest once a month.



From the Registers 

 

Sadly, we have laid to rest 

 

Yasmin Victoria Lajoie 

17th June 2022 - St. James's, Boroughbridge 

 

Ian Alistair David Wilkinson 

1st July 2022 - St. Mary's, Dunsforth 

 

Luke Earnshaw 

2nd July 2022 - Memorial Service at St. John's, Minskip 

 

Walter Palfreeman 

15
th

 August 2022 – St James’, Boroughbridge 

 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
 

Our prayers continue for all of our bereaved families 

 

 
 

 

 

Thursday 15th September 
 7.30pm 

All Saints Church, Kirby Hill 
We hope you will take this 

evening opportunity to come 
along and meet us….. 
Kate Dale will speak  

‘A real rural Life’ 
Refreshments 

 

Thursday 20th October  
2.00pm 

Coronation Hall, Milby 
 

Jeff Coats 
Reduce, Re-use, Recycle 

 
Refreshments 
All Welcome 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Please note venue changes. 
  Further information from Jeni 01423 323390 or just come 

along….You will be most welcome.  
 

Boroughbridge and Villages 
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Church Services 
 

 

Sunday 4 Sept  10am Whole Parish Family Communion at St Mary’s, Roecliffe 
12th after Trinity 
 

Sunday 11 Sept  8.30am Traditional Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, Aldborough 
13th after Trinity 10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Dunsforth 

10am Songs of Praise at St James’, Boroughbridge 
4pm Pet Service at St John’s, Minskip 
 

Sunday 18 Sept  10am Holy Communion at St Andrew’s, Aldborough 
14th after Trinity 10am Sunday Worship at St James’, Boroughbridge 

Messy Church - CANCELLED 
 

Sunday 25 Sept  10am Songs of Praise at St Andrew’s, Aldborough 
15th after Trinity 10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s, Dunsforth 

10am Holy Communion at St James’, Boroughbridge 
 

Friday 30 Sept  6.30pm Harvest Festival Service at St Andrew’s, Aldborough 
 
Sunday 2 Oct  10am Whole Parish Family Communion at St Mary’s, Dunsforth 
16th after Trinity 

 
Friday 7 Oct  6.30pm Harvest Festival Service at St John’s, Minskip 

7.00pm Harvest Festival Service at St Mary’s, Roecliffe 

 
Regular Weekday Services 

 
Wednesday Communion: 7 & 21 Sept at St James’, Boroughbridge 

14 & 28 Sept at All Saints, Kirby Hill 
(all of the above starting at 10.30am). 

 
Friday Morning Prayer:  Held weekly at St Mary’s Dunsforth at 9am.  
 
 

Please see the website for up-to-date information about all services - boroughbridgechurches.uk 
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Minskip News 
 

We had two very special services at St 
John’s this summer, both illustrating, in 
their strikingly different ways, that our 
church is at the very heart of the village 
community. Both were very graphic 
examples of delivering the Rev Karen’s aim 
of ensuring the churches in this parish are 
“somewhere to belong”. 
 

First of all, we were very honoured indeed 
to welcome the Bishop of Leeds, the Rt 
Rev Nick Baines, to preach at our lovely 
little church at the end of June. It was a very 
thought-provoking service, as Bishop Nick, 
one of the finest preachers in the Church of 
England, did not shy away from the 
challenges facing this country both at home 
and abroad. The war in Ukraine, the cost of 
living crisis and the loss of trust in 
politicians have all cast a shadow across 
the UK, all of which Bishop Nick 
addressed. He also prayed for Luke 
Earnshaw, the much-loved Minskip 
villager, who had tragically taken his own 
life early in the month. More of Luke later. 
 

Amid all this sombre news, Bishop Nick 
counselled hope. Faith, he argued, is often 
strongest once it’s been tested in the 
crucible of doubt. This was an uplifting 
message and, looking around the well-
attended church, with the most gorgeous 
flowers arranged by Minskip parishioners, 
and the sun pouring through, it was 
possible to summon up some hope amid 
the chaos.   
 

After the memorable service, in which he 
was ably supported by our very own Paul 
Bartle, Bishop Nick took time out to speak 

to as many members of the congregation 
as he could in Minskip Village Hall, where 
some delicious savouries and sweets had 
been prepared by Debbie Hargreaves and 
Lynne Scott. An accomplished 
conversationalist as well as preacher, he 
left a lasting impression on all those to 
whom he spoke. 
 

 
 

Just a week later, our churchyard was 
packed, as it has never been packed 
before, for a Thanksgiving Service for the 
life of Luke Earnshaw. Everyone knew and 
loved Luke in Minskip. He had been a great 
help around the church, patching up a 
window where the birds had been getting in 
and making mess. Luke did this completely 
free of charge and, just before his death, 
had promised to do some more work on our 
fragile windows.



 
 
Luke’s service, which was beautifully 
conducted by Paul Bartle, was both 
desperately sad and wonderfully uplifting. 
Sad, because a young life, so full of 
promise and love, had been tragically cut 
short, and uplifting because so many 
people (over 200 at a rough count) had 
come to celebrate Luke’s life and will carry 
memories of Luke in their hearts for ever. 
 

The centrepiece of the service was a 
tremendously brave and moving tribute to 
Luke by his sister Rachel and I think it is 
appropriate to quote from Rachel’s text 
here. She said: “We lived in Starbeck until 
November 1999 when we moved to 
Minskip. Luke adored living in Minskip, 
surrounded by nature, so much so that 
every time he moved out, he soon came 
back to the family home. Luke loved 
exploring the village with his big brothers, 
causing a little mischief in the local farms, 
playing in the fields and popping to the post 
office with his siblings on a Friday evening 
after school to spend their pocket money 
on sweets. 
 

“As he got older, he’d spend more time 
exploring Boroughbridge with his friends, 
playing in the salmon ladders or down the 
locks in the summer, getting cold hanging 

around in the winter, even building a huge 
igloo with his friends one snowy Christmas 
eve. As an adult, Luke would spend so 
much time being one with nature and 
exploring local Yorkshire attractions such 
as reservoirs, woods, mountains, and the 
coast.  
 

“Luke has done many jobs around the 
village too, fixing signage and windows at 
the church and village hall, and helping to 
place benches in the park, completing the 
work for free. Luke left his mark all around 
us, everywhere we look we get a little piece 
of him. 
 
Luke was an animal lover, Dave called him 
“doctor do-little”. He loved all animals, he 
rescued many birds over the years, he 
even had ducks living in his bedroom as he 
nurtured them back to good health. He 
loved taking the family dogs on adventures, 
often returning home with himself and the 
dogs covered in mud from their exploring. 
Luke was very knowledgeable about 
nature, plants, and bushcraft. He would 
collect different plants and herbs to create 
many different herbal potions which he was 
always concocting and leaving in the 
fridge. 
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Being Luke’s father, Dave thought he knew 
everything about him but didn’t realise just 
how many hearts he had touched. All the 
kind words and love for him has helped us 
tremendously as a family. Luke wanted to 
find peace. He struggled for a long time and 
needed to rest. He made sure to let his 
family know that he loved them and that he 
knew how loved he was too. A much-loved 
son, brother, grandson, uncle, nephew, 
cousin, friend, and confidant, who is sorely 
missed but his memory will continue to live 
on in all of us. Rest in peace now dear 
brother.” 
 
Rachel’s brave and inspiring words spoke 
for all of us who were there to say farewell 
to Luke, a very special young man. 
 

Robert Beaumont 
Churchwarden of St John’s Minskip 

 
Plant Sale & Stalls 
 
This very popular event took place on 
Saturday 18 June from 10.00–12.00 in the 
Church grounds. There was a wonderful 
array of plants (many from villagers’ 
gardens), vegetables, herbs and 
homemade preserves. We are also 
indebted to Morrisons and Hardwicks for 
supplying a huge variety of plants. 
 
The other stalls included Crafts, with some 
lovely brightly coloured bags – ideal for 
summer. Also a Tombola, Books and Bric-
a-Brac. Tea and coffee was served with 
delicious homemade cakes. The weather 
was ideal so a lot of people came. 
We raised £446.11 which was excellent. 
Many thanks to all who helped set up and 

tidy away, the cake bakers, those who 
donated tombola prizes, books & bric-a-
brac and to all who came to make it such 
an enjoyable and successful morning. 
 

Dates for your Diary 
 
Sat 3-Sun 4 September       
    Minskip Scarecrow Competition 
 
Sunday 11 September 
    Pet Service 4pm 
 
Friday 7 October 
    Harvest Festival & Supper 6.30pm 
 
Friday 18 November  
    Quiz Night  
 

 

 
 



 
 

         
 



Aldborough News 
 

Well, it's certainly been a long hot summer. 
The baking temperatures of mid-July were 
a bit over the top for many of us. Although it 
was cooler, though still pleasantly warm, at 
the beginning of August; as I write in mid-
month the temperature is back up to 30C (or 
mid 80's for us oldies).  Certainly, my pale 
Scottish skin has only been spared by 
liberal applications of factor 50 and my 
straw hat is in danger of becoming 
permanently attached to my head!  The lack 
of rain has kept the keen gardeners and 
allotment holders busy watering their crops, 
pots and baskets and even houseplants 
have been needing topped up more 
frequently.  My bird baths are having to be 
filled twice daily – not helped by the 
blackbird who has decided to take up 
almost continual residence in one. Our 
farmers, of course, have been affected by 
not only the heat but also the lack of rain at 
appropriate times so that although harvest 
is being completed relatively early, we still 
have to hope that yields are not badly 
affected.  An unexpected farming problem 
has been that of fires in the fields during 
harvest. The combination of very dry and 
dusty conditions and occasional sparks 
from machinery has resulted in some 
quickly spreading fires so don't be surprised 
if you see burnt areas on your walks in the 
countryside! 
 

The St Andrew's Strawberry Tea held in the 
village hall on 10th July was blessed with 
such good weather that we put the gazebo 
up outside (thank you Sean and Richard) 
and found that by opening all the doors we 
could get a good draught flowing through 
the main hall to keep people (and the 
strawberries) cool.   

 

 
 

There was a wonderful choice of cake, 
scones, meringues, cream or clotted cream 
to go with the delicious local Spilman’s 
strawberries – and given the warmth of the 
day it wasn't just the children who picked ice 
cream to go with their strawberries. Thanks 
to everybody who helped or supported the 
event but especially to the the bakers for all 
the scrumptious offerings. The afternoon 
was greatly enjoyed by everyone who 
attended and made a welcome addition to 
church funds. 
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One of the things the observant amongst 
you may have noticed since April has been 
the regular changes of the flag on St 
Andrew's tower. First, we had St George's 
flag in April, then the Union flag for the 
Jubilee, rapidly followed by the Northern 
Aldborough Festival Flag. This was then 
replaced by the Saltire for St Andrew (our 
“home” flag) and, for August 1st, by the 
Yorkshire flag of a white rose on a blue 
background.   We are lucky, thanks to some 
very generous villagers, to now have a  full 
set of flags for the different anniversaries; 
and we are also indebted to John who has 
uncomplainingly gone up and down the 
tower and manhandled the flags for us! 
 

 
 
Now we are looking forward to September 
and the return of Rev Karen from her 
sabbatical. We hope she has had a 
successful break and that she and the 
family also enjoyed the summer.  In the 
meantime we need to thank everyone who 

has taken services for us and especially 
John and Paul for providing continuity over 
the last three months.  The next major 
church event is our Harvest Festival on 
Friday 30th September at 6.30 in St 
Andrew's, followed by a simple but hearty 
Harvest Supper of soup, rolls and dessert 
(see advert on page 24). This format proved 
very successful last year and we hope that, 
with the lifting of covid restrictions, more 
people will be able to attend; booking in 
advance proved really helpful for the 
caterers and early booking is encouraged.  
As usual, fliers will be distributed around the 
village nearer the time.  
 
On Saturday 10th September, St Andrew's 
is participating in the Yorkshire Churches 
Trust Open Day to encourage people locally 
and from across the county to visit and learn 
more about our historic buildings (see p32). 
Not only will the church be open as usual, 
but we are having a rota of guides available 
from 10 till 4.30 to explain the history of the 
building and share stories of the people who 
have contributed to the church and the 
village over the centuries. Teas, coffees and 
cake will also be available. Also, since the 
annual Aldborough Roman Town Dig is on 
at this time, Professor Martin Millett and Dr 
Rose Ferraby have agreed that visitors to 
the church who are interested can also be 
taken down to the dig site to see what is 
happening there, hear an explanation of 
what lies just beneath the surface of our 
village, and hopefully see the latest finds.  
 

Of course, by the time this edition of the Link 
is published, Martin and Rose will already 
have led the history walk around the village 
on August Bank Holiday Monday,  There will 
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also be a further opportunity to visit the dig 
site on the dig open day – Sunday 18th 
September – when guided tours to the dig 
site will be held at 1, 2 and 3pm – meet at 
the black farm gate on the Boroughbridge 
side of the Ship Inn opposite the churchyard 
where there will be a sign. Martin and Rose 
will also give their annual update on the 
results of the excavations  in St Andrew's 
Church on Tuesday 20th September at 7.30.  
As always, this talk is free to Friends of 
Roman Aldborough members and anyone 
who lives in the village. FORA looks forward 
to seeing you there.  
 

Dates for your diary: 
 

Sat 10 September: Yorkshire Church 
Trust Open Day, St Andrew's, 10–4.30. 
Mon 12 September: Special Church 
Council Meeting – Village Hall 7.15pm. 
Sun 18 September: Aldborough Roman 
Town Project Open Day; 1, 2 & 3pm tours. 
Tues 20 September: Digging deeper at 
Isurium Brigantum; St Andrew's, 7.30pm. 
Fri 30 September: Harvest Festival & 
Supper; St Andrew's 6.30, then Village Hall  
 

Irene McCandlish 

 

 

St Andrew’s Harvest Supper 
 

Friday 30th September in Aldborough Village Hall 
 

After the Harvest Festival Service – approx 7.15 

(Service at 6.30 pm) 
 

Soup, rolls and puddings 

Vegetarian friendly 
 

Raffle and bar 
 

Tickets £7.50: From  Liz Vose (203503), Irene McCandlish 

(326240), or any member of the Church Council.  
 

All offers of puddings gratefully received – contact Sarah Hynes 

(324071)  

 

Booking is essential to facilitate catering 

Please book early 
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A recital of popular organ music by John Dunford 

St Andrew’s Church, Aldborough 

Friday, September 23, 2022 at 7.30pm 
 

Do come and join us for wonderful evening of organ music  
to raise money for MacMillan. 

 

John is well known local 
musician. His career as a 
professional organist has 
seen him involved in 
performances at some 22 
cathedrals in England, 
including York Minster, and 
on the continent.  John 
conducts Ripon and 
Wetherby Choral Societies 
and been involved in the 
Come and Sing Messiah 
performances in 
Aldborough. 
 

 

No Tickets –  
Donations on the Night. 

 
  If you would like to make a 
donation but can’t come to 

the concert, please go to 
macmillan.org.uk/donate  

 

For more information contact Jane Barber on pcs3new @btinternet.com or 01423 325808 
 

In aid of Macmillan Cancer Support, registered charity in England & Wales (261017), 
Scotland (SC039907) and the Isle of Man (604). 

https://www.macmillan.org.uk/donate
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Cancer+charity+donation+-+Make+a+donation+now+-+Macmillan+Cancer+Support&cvid=5578b1c59bba4d0fb80cd84031e6be85&aqs=edge..69i57j69i60l2.2134j0j1&FORM=ANSPA1&PC=U531
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Cancer+charity+donation+-+Make+a+donation+now+-+Macmillan+Cancer+Support&cvid=5578b1c59bba4d0fb80cd84031e6be85&aqs=edge..69i57j69i60l2.2134j0j1&FORM=ANSPA1&PC=U531
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Dunsforth News 
 
 

The Dunsforth Draw 
 

Congratulations to the July 2022 Winners! 
 

1st Prize £50   John & Lois Painter 
2nd Prize £20  Martin & Helen Keen 
3rd Prize £10   Trevor & Linda Hardaker 
 

Congratulations to the Aug 2022 Winners 
 

1st Prize £50   Brian & Jo Tottman 
2nd Prize £20  Heather Gee 
3rd Prize £10   Neil & Leah Swain 
 

Thanks to Joan Holmes for being draw 
mistress, Gina Green, Beth Smith and Fiona 
Merchie  for drawing the winning numbers on 
a stunning evening at the Dunesforde 
Vineyard  Terrace Bar on Friday 12 August.  
 

 
The Draw took place at Dunsforde 

Vineyard 

 

If you would like to join the Draw or purchase 
more tickets, please contact Matthew Bean 
on 07713 245482 or email  
dunsforthdraw @icloud.com 
 

 
 

Dunsforth Party in the Park 
 

Lower and Upper Dunsforth got together 
with friends and family to celebrate the 
second “Dunsforth Party in the Park” on the 
17th July. 
Special thanks to the Townsend family for 
allowing us to use their stunning 25-acre 
Dunesforde Nature Reserve, perfectly 
situated between the two villages.  It was a 
wonderful venue, and we hope that it will 
continue to be an annual event. 
 

 
The BBQ cooks were Tim Mortimer, 

Martin Keen and David Sapwell 
 

150 tickets were sold on a the first of three 
record breaking high temperature days. 
Thankfully it only got to 32 degrees unlike a 
couple of days later when the thermometer 
in Dunsforth got to 39 degrees! Everyone 
had the shade of gazebos or trees plus a 
good southerly breeze. A well stocked Bar, 
BBQ and food stall was enjoyed. It was a 
great opportunity to catch up with friends. 
Activities included an inter-village rounders’ 
match, treasure hunt, and rowing on the 
lake.    
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The event made a good profit, which was 
almost identical to last year’s figure. The 
proceeds went to St Mary’s Church, along 
with a contribution to the village’s Millennium 
Fund for the upkeep of the defibrillator 
(housed in the old phone box) and village 
website www.dunsforths.co.uk.   
 

Thanks to the hard-working committee, the 
BBQ cooks and everyone who pitched in to 
help make it a fun afternoon and early 
evening. 
 
 

Dunsforth’s Hindley Tower Clock 
 

This summer St Marys was pleased to 
welcome Steve and Darlah, horologists from 
inbeat.org who were researching Henry 
Hindley and asked to photograph our very 
unusual clock. 
 

 
 

The clock was originally housed at Red 
House in Moor Monkton where it was struck 
by lightning. It strikes an hour upon the 
ancient bell and was made in York by the 

famous clock maker Henry Hindley (1701-
1771). An elderly church warden with a great 
love of clocks, helped pay for and restore the 
clock to the highest standard, and the face 
was given the much needed second hand. 
Our beautiful clock is currently being 
repaired by Cumbria Clocks but should be 
home soon. 
 

Improvements Afoot 
 

During the Summer the Church Committee 
has been pursuing a feasibility study 
regarding the provision of a ‘disabled 
friendly’ WC and kitchen for St Mary’s.  This 
will involve a consultation with all in the 
Dunsforths, and others who attend the 
church, concerning the wider use of the 
building and how we can make it more 
welcoming.   
 
It is hoped that this questionnaire will come 
to you next month. If you would like to make 
sure that you get a copy, please contact 
Louise Leong or Michael Wildblood. 
 
In anticipation of alterations to the church, 
Peter Thompson has kindly offered to fund 
the installation and connection on of a water 
supply to St. Mary’s in memory of his wife 
Valerie, who sadly died earlier in the year.  
This seems a very fitting memorial for the 
Thompsons, Peter having spent a large part 
of his working life laying on water supplies all 
over the world.  An application to Yorkshire 
Water has already been made. 
 

Caroline Sapwell 
 
 

 



  
 

   
 



It's Time for the Poetry Evening! 
 
Tuesday September 20th in the Ship Inn Aldborough, at 7pm. 
 

Please come and read a poem or have it read for you.  
Or just come and enjoy a fun evening. 
 

In aid of the care of the William Hill organ in St James' Church, Boroughbridge. 
 

Tickets to include supper £10. 
 

I look forward to hearing from you.    Christine Wilson 01423 326299. 
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