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WHO’S WHO 
 

VICAR   
Rev Karen Gardiner   
The Vicarage, Church Lane, 
Boroughbridge YO51 9BA 
01423 326518  

karen.gardiner @leeds.anglican.org 
 

PARISH ADMINISTRATOR 
Mrs Caroline Punter 
admin@ boroughbridgechurches.uk

    
   

CHURCHWARDENS 

ALDBOROUGH  
Mrs Liz Vose  203503 
Mr J Lawson-Tancred 326162 

BOROUGHBRIDGE  
Mr Paul Farrelly  504913 
Mrs Kath Ambrose 322070 
 
DUNSFORTH  
Mrs Lara Jones      07743 761704 
Mrs Louise Leong  07976 259433 

MINSKIP  
Mr Robert Beaumont 322365 
 
ROECLIFFE 
Mr Jim Bolland  325091 
Mr Stephen Jarvis 322026 

 

 
READER 
John Francis Moss  07515 825198   
johnfrancismoss @icloud.com  
 
MAGAZINE EDITORS 
David Bellwood  324276   
Paul Farrelly  504913 
Email:     
link @boroughbridgechurches.uk 
 

Please note that copy for inclusion in 
any one month should be sent to the 
Editors by the 12th of the previous 
month. 
 
Local Village Contacts: 
ALDBOROUGH:  Irene McCandlish 
Tel: 326240  iapm @btinternet.com 
BOROUGHBRIDGE:  Mr P Farrelly    
Tel: 504913                       
paul @farrellys.co.uk 
DUNSFORTH:  Caroline Sapwell  
Tel: 323555        
carolinesapwell @icloud.com 
MINSKIP:   Mrs D Wilson        
Tel: 322712    
wilsondorothy @hotmail.co.uk 
ROECLIFFE:   Mr J. Bolland              
Tel: 325091                 
j.bolland @hotmail.com

 

 
In these difficult times, do remember that your Church community is here for 
you. If you, or anyone you know, would like to talk to someone, or if we can 
help in any way, please do get in touch with Karen, John or one of our 
Wardens, whose details are all in this magazine.  
 
You can also contact us through our website www.boroughbridgechurches.uk 
and through Facebook - @boroughbridgechurches  

 

mailto:paul@farrellys.co.uk
mailto:penelopedenny@tiscali.co.uk
mailto:wilsondorothy@hotmail.co.uk
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From the Vicarage……            New Starts      

Dear friends, 
 

I hope that this summer has held many 
blessings for you. Many of you, I know, 
have finally managed to catch up with 
some friends and family, and that has 
been a great joy. For those for whom 
this summer has not been all you hoped 
– and especially for those of you for 
whom it has actually brought great 
sadness, you remain in our thoughts and 
prayers. 
 
September is traditionally a time for 
new starts, and some of you will be 
seeing children and grandchildren 
heading off to school or university for 
the first time. It is an exciting if 
somewhat daunting experience even in 
more straightforward times; this year 
there may be all kinds of uncertainties 
to factor into the equation. 
 
But there is, as I write this in the middle 
of August, very much a sense of new 
starts about the place. I have, unusually 
for me, organised the girls’ school 
uniform for next term well in advance! 
Perhaps that is a sign that I am looking 
forwards to more normality? We have 
started Messy Church now – it is so 
lovely to be working with our children 
and young people again. We also have a 
confirmation class for young people 
running, and the possibility of a 
community playgroup running from St 

James in the Autumn (watch this 
space!). I am so looking forwards to 
going back (physically rather than 
virtually) into our local schools next 
term. 
 
Young people, children and babies have 
suffered from this pandemic in a 
different way to older people. They have 
missed out on marking important 
milestones, and whilst they have mostly 
escaped the physical effects of COVID, 
they have had their social lives severely 
curtailed and their mental health 
challenged, from the toddler who has 
not yet met or socialised with any 
children outside their family, to the 
teenager who has had to resort to 
entirely screen based activity to develop 
new and important relationships. 
 
I pray that this September marks a 
healthy and happy new start for our 
young people. Please pray for all who 
work in childcare, social services, 
schools and universities, as they do all 
that they can to support those in their 
care. To those young people who are 
part of our community in this parish, I 
say “thank you”. It would not be the 
same without you. Carry on being you, 
bringing your distinctive gifts, and tell us 
what we can do to support you. 

 
Every blessing, 

Karen 





Roecliffe News 
 

ROECLIFFE RACKET CLUB RESULTS 
 

JULY DRAW 
1st  Prize £20  (127) John & Kelly Burks 
2nd  Prize £10  (107) Pat Pratt 
3rd= Prize £5 (65) Hilary Newbegin 
3rd= Prize £5 (91) Pamela Gillam 
3rd= Prize £5 (10) Jenny Chisnall  
 
ANNIVERSARY BONUS DRAW 
1st =Prize £20  (99) Heather Lawson 
1st =Prize £20  (14) Nick & Sue Baird  
3rd= Prize £10 (21) John & Judith Newberry 
3rd= Prize £10 (121) John & Kelly Burks 
3rd= Prize £10 (68) Nick & Carol Harland  
6th= Prize £5 (71) Janet Siswick  
6th= Prize £5 (102) Matthew Padden  
 
AUGUST DRAW 
1st  Prize £20  (106) Rosemary Longbottom 
2nd  Prize £10  (96) Jo Mitchell 
3rd= Prize £5 (23) John &Judith Newberry 
3rd= Prize £5 (84) John &Judith Newberry 
3rd= Prize £5 (139) Sarah Wilson  
 
The September Draw will take place on 
Tuesday August 31st at The Crown Inn 
between 6.30 and 7.00pm.  
 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
Church Services in Roecliffe Church 
:  

• Sunday, September 12th, Parish 
Communion at 10am 

• Sunday, October 3rd Harvest 
Festival at 6pm 

• Sunday, October 10th, Parish 
Communion at 10am 

Thankfully, the rules are being relaxed by 
the Diocese so our church services will 
return to something like normal again. 
However, we will still be careful! We will 
continue with hand sanitizers and allow 
some social distancing for those who 
would prefer to do so. 
 
Some central pews will still be cordoned 
off, and those who wish to continue 
wearing masks will be able to do so. 
However, hymn singing is again allowed 
inside, and refreshments will be served 
after services. If the weather is good these 
can be served outside. So, a blend of 
relaxation and caution! 
 
A church coffee morning is being 
considered but we have no date yet. 
 
Also, a Quiz Night will be arranged for 
October/November, depending on the 
availability of The Crown Inn. 
 
This poem amused Jill and I and I hope it 
does you. It is called “A Flea and a Fly” by 
Ogden Nash, and contains homophones 
(when two words are pronounced the 
same but are spelt differently). 
 
A flea and a fly in a flue 
Were imprisoned, so what could they do? 
Said the fly, “Let us flee!” 
“Let us fly!” said the flea 
So they flew through a flaw in the flue. 
 

Jim Bolland 
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From the Registers 
 
 
We have welcomed into the Church through Baptism: 
 

Polly Grace Hendrick (St James, Boroughbridge) 

Parker Cole Hendrick (St James, Boroughbridge) 

Archie James Hendrick (St James, Boroughbridge) 

Henry James Hall (St Andrew’s, Aldborough) 

Alfred Ian Parker Attwood (St Andrew’s, Aldborough) 

Charlotte Mary Johnson (St John’s, Minskip) 

Lola Grace Thatch (St Andrew’s, Aldborough) 

Emma Grace Poppy Johnson (St Mary’s, Dunsforth) 

 
 
Joined together in Holy Matrimony: 
 

James Jeffery & Dawn Gold (St Andrew’s, Aldborough) 

 

 
Sadly, we have laid to rest: 
 

Barry Nixon Bailes (St Andrews, Aldborough) 

Anne Hudson (St James’, Boroughbridge) 

Penelope Denny (St Mary's, Dunsforth) 

 

May they rest in peace and rise in glory 
 
Our prayers continue for all of our bereaved families. 
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Dunsforth News 

 
Dunsforth Draw Results 

 

July Draw 
1st Prize £45   Stella & Phil Jones 
2nd Prize £20  Townsend Family 
3rd Prize £10   Carole Andrews 
 

August Draw 
1st Prize £45   John & Christine Wilson 
2nd Prize £20  Barry Scott 
3rd Prize £10   Rob & Emma Sanderson 

 

Congratulations to all winners! 
If you would like to join the Draw, 
please contact Matthew Bean on 

07713 245482 or email 
dunsforthdraw @icloud.com 

 
 

Dunsforth’s Organ Transplant 
 

The re-opening of St. Mary’s in June 
brought reports of problems with the organ 
and, in a diagnosis by Peter Lord, (the 
organ specialist) on the 1st July, we heard 
the devastating news that its processor was 
beyond repair or replacement.  He 
suggested that, for a church of modest 
means, there were two options; one, to buy 
a simple keyboard instrument, or, if we were 
lucky, we might be able to purchase a 
second hand instrument of a similar type to 
our own.  Our first piece of luck was that he 
knew of one such instrument, (an Ahlborn 
Angelus) the details of which I followed up 
immediately. 
 

 
Gareth & Peter moving the  organ 

 

The second piece of good fortune arose 
from my sharing this news at Morning 
Prayer the following day and member of the 
congregation said she would be happy to 
purchase the organ in memory of her 
mother, Val Bailey who we sadly lost early 
this year. 
 

 
Christine Wilson plays the new organ 
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Gareth & David take in the keyboard 

 
To cut a short story even shorter, the 
instrument was bought, collected in the 

PhysioNet van from Nottingham by Gareth 
Jones, David and Caroline Sapwell and 
installed by Peter Lord on 10th July.   We 
now have an organ in full working order and 
superior to its predecessor and it was 
played the very next day during Holy 
Communion. 
 
Our heart-felt thanks go to all everyone 
involved and in particular to Val’s daughter 
for her generous gift and a very fitting 
memorial to Val Bailey. 

Michael Wildblood 
 
 

St Mary’s Harvest Festival  
 

This will be held on Sunday 10 October at 
6pm followed by light refreshments. 
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Dunsforth Party in the Park 
 

 
 

Lower and Upper Dunsforth got together 
with friends and family to celebrate the 
first “Dunsforth Party in the Park” on the 
25th July. 
 

Special thanks to the Townsend family for 
allowing us to use their beautiful 25 acre 
Dunesforde Nature Reserve, perfectly 
situated between the two villages.  It was 
a wonderful venue and we hope that it will 
become an annual event. 
 

 
Inter-Village Rounders Match 

 

180 tickets were sold with closer to 200 
turning up on a glorious summer afternoon 

to enjoy a Bar, BBQ and food stall.  
Activities included an inter-village 
rounders match, treasure hunt, butterfly 
count and rowing on the lake.  
 

Penny Denny, who sadly died the week 
before the event after a short illness, was 
for 40+ years the driving force of most 
village fund raising events, including 
holding the annual Country Fair at 
Matteson Farm. Everyone felt that she 
was looking down on the Party in the Park 
and helped bless the event with beautiful 
weather and a wonderful community spirit.  
Penny touched many lives, having lived in 
Lower Dunsforth since 1974, and is 
deeply missed. 
 

A tidy profit was made, with proceeds 
going to St Mary’s Dunsforth, along with 
the upkeep of the defibrillator which is 
housed in the old phone box and village 
website www.dunsforths.co.uk.  Thanks to 
the hard working committee and everyone 
who pitched in to help make it a fun 
afternoon and early evening.

http://www.dunsforths.co.uk/


 
Minskip News 

 
 
We have had three extremely popular 
church services so far this summer, which 
underlined our growing hopes that 
everything is slowly getting back to normal 
after a very stressful and challenging 16 
months. The first service was purely 
outdoors and was very well attended, with 
representatives from every church in the 
parish. It was a joyous occasion. 
 

 
 

So, too, was our first Holy Communion 
and United Parish service on August 1. 
This time we sang hymns outside, with 
David Bellwood playing his viola quite 
beautifully, before moving inside the 
church for a short service of Holy 
Communion, which was (thanks to the 
wonders of modern technology) streamed 
on Facebook.  
 

 
 

Rev Karen, as always, delivered a 
thought-provoking sermon, making the 
very pertinent point that we will all emerge 
from the global pandemic as rather 
different and hopefully wiser people, 
having been through a unique – and for 
some very distressing – experience.  
 
A week later, our church was busy again, 
with the joyful baptism of Lottie, the 
daughter of villagers Sam and Debbie 
Johnson. The service was a reminder of 
how uplifting baptism services are, and 
Lottie was impeccably behaved. The 
church looked beautiful, with gorgeous 
flowers, arranged by Viv Fowler. 
 
On a less positive note, our church wall 
has been badly damaged by four youths, 
whose out-of-control car smashed into it 
late one night. The young men rudely 
declined any offers of help from 
concerned nearby residents and sped off 
into the night. The police are investigating 
and, as I write, are hopeful of catching the 
culprits who left a trail of clues, as well as 
devastation, behind them. 
 
And finally… Minskip has had its very own 
brush with Olympic glory. Andrew and 
Beverley, the proud parents of Jessica 
Learmonth, who won a Gold Medal in the 
Triathlon Mixed Relay, live in the village 
and had a welcome home party in the 
village hall to celebrate Jess’s success.  
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Services: 
 

A pet service on Sunday September 26th 
at 4pm. Everyone welcome. The more 
pets, the merrier. 
 

Our Harvest Festival and Supper will be 
held Friday October 8 at 7pm. 
 

Our Remembrance Day Service will be 
held on Sunday November 14 at 4.00pm 
 
Dates for your diary 
 

Saturday 4th - Sunday 5th September 
Scarecrow Competition Weekend, 
Nursery Rhyme theme. BBQ, teas & 
stalls in the church grounds on Sunday 
afternoon 12-4pm. 
 

Friday 12 November at 7.30pm – Quiz 
Night at Minskip Village Hall. Quizmaster: 
Olly Backhouse. 
 

Robert Beaumont, Churchwarden 
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Lynne Unitt School of Dance - Mobility to Music Exercise Classes 
 

Since the beginning of April 2020, due to 
Covid restrictions I was not allowed to 
carry out my mobility class for the more 
mature ladies in and around 
Boroughbridge. The Jubilee Room closed 
along with the Library, and I was only 
allowed to hold 3 classes before the lock 
down at Christmas 2020. Eventually, I was 
allowed to restart in July 2021 with a 
maximum of 10 pupils. This was the total 
we could safely accommodate in the size 
of the room to ensure correct distancing. 
 

Looking to the future, with the approval 
of my group, I looked for a more suitable 
venue in the Town. We needed easy 
access and more space. I approached the 
Methodist Church and their newly 
refurbished Hall and was pleased to be 
able to move in as soon as the room 
became available to let. 
 

When I first started in Boroughbridge 
over 25 years ago, it was in the Methodist 
Hall, which proved an ideal location. 
Unfortunately, at the time problems with 
heating, etc., meant it was too 
uncomfortable to continue there, during 
the colder months. Accordingly, we 
moved to the then re-modernised, new 
Jubilee Room. In the current situation, 
however, legislation means that there is 
restricted room for growth. 
 
Our new classes at the Methodist Hall 
recommenced on Thursday 5th August 
and we look forward to being able to 
accommodate more ladies, especially 

those whose interest has had to be 
rejected or put on hold, these last few 
months.  Classes are now held every 
Thursday morning between 10.15am and 
11.15 am, in a large room which has been 
fully refurbished and is now, warm, light, 
and airy.  
 
All ages, and abilities are now welcome to 
come along and derive the pleasures of 
this happy company, enjoying the gradual 
mastering and control of their body 
postures and wellbeing.  
 

For further information or discussion 
please contact Lynne Unitt, 01423 322903 
 
 

 



Sunday Services 

 

 

Sunday 5 Sept 10am Whole Parish Sung Communion Service at St Mary’s, 
Dunsforth.  

 
Sunday 12 Sept  8.30am Holy Communion at Dunsforth 

10am ‘Songs of Praise’ Service of the Word at St James, 
Boroughbridge 
10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Roecliffe 

 

Sunday 19 Sept   10am Holy Communion St Andrew’s Aldborough  
4pm Messy Church at St James Boroughbridge 
 

Sunday 26 Sept 10am Whole-Parish Confirmation and Holy Communion 
Service at St James’, Boroughbridge 
4pm Pet Service at St John’s, Minskip 
 

Sunday 3 October 10am Whole Parish Sung Communion Service at Venue 
TBA. Please check website for updates. 

 
Sunday 10 October 10am Holy Communion at St Mary’s Roecliffe 
 
 

Harvest Festivals 
 

Friday 1 October 6.30pm Harvest Festival at St Andrew’s, Aldborough 
 
Sunday 3 October 6pm Harvest Festival at St Mary’s, Roecliffe 
 
Friday 8 October 7pm Harvest Festival at St John’s, Minskip 
 
Sunday 10 October 10am Harvest Festival at St James’, Boroughbridge 
 
Sunday 10 October 6pm Harvest Festival at St Mary’s, Dunsforth 
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Regular Weekday Services 

 

Morning Prayer:  Karen runs a short Zoom morning prayer service 
on Mondays at 9.30am. All are welcome - do have 
coffee with you if you like and stay for a chat. The 
order of service is available on the website. Please 
contact Karen (see p2) for the Zoom link. 

 
Wednesday Communion:  10.45am at St James’ Church, Boroughbridge. The 

church is then open for private prayer afterwards. 
 
Compline (Night Prayer):  There is a quiet, short service of night prayer 

(Compline) every Thursday at 8pm for about 15 
minutes on Zoom. For the Zoom link and other 
details, please contact Rev Karen (see p2) 

 
Friday Morning Prayer:  Held weekly at St Mary’s Dunsforth at 9am.  

 
Services may be subject to possible change and cancellation due to national or 

local circumstances 
 
 

Please see the website for up to date information about all services 

 boroughbridgechurches.uk 
 

 
 

Poetry Evening 
 

Due to  the pandemic, we were not able to have our usual poetry reading evening in March 
this year. This will now take place on Tuesday October 5th at The Ship Inn, Aldborough. 
More details will be available later. 

 Christine Wilson 
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Mothers’ Union 
Christian care for Families around the world and around the corner 

 

Our AGM in January 2020 is a distant 
memory now and like all other church 
groups (and everything else) our events 
and activities were brought to an abrupt 
halt just a few weeks after this meeting. 
What an eighteen months it has been!! 
 
Throughout this time Boroughbridge MU 
members have kept in touch in whatever 
ways we could. Some of us learned new 
technology to join special MU virtual 
services and events. As most members 
have email, I was able to keep in touch by 
sending regular newsletters and updates 
to our members. Those without technology 
received it by hand or post encouraging 
Peter and I to walk a little farther on our 
daily exercise.  
 
Most importantly, we were held together in 
prayer throughout this time. Several 
members formed prayer links and prayer 
reflections were sent for us each month. 
Facebook and YouTube gave us speakers 
and daily midday prayers. 
     
We even managed to do a little fundraising 
for MU projects at home and abroad by 
selling Christmas treats and knits from my 
car boot outside our churches. Much 
appreciated Christmas food and gifts 
donated by members were given to the 
Salvation Army in Ripon and behind the 
scenes many members were sewing for 
the PPE crisis and keeping busy making 
items we can sell at our forthcoming 
fundraisers.  

We plan to get underway again in 
September with a service of Thanksgiving 
and Rededication, led by Revd Karen and 
a fundraiser in October as we start to meet 
again regularly….usually the third 
Thursday of the month at 2.00pm in St 
James’ Church. 
 
Please come along to any of our events, 
we really appreciate your support. If you 
are interested in becoming a member, just 
come along or give me a call. We welcome 
men as well as women and from all 
Christian traditions.  
 

Margaret Crawford 01423 325405  
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Aldborough News 
 

The last two months have seen many 
changes, first with an increase in covid 
cases but more recently with the decrease 
in cases and easing of social distancing 
restrictions.  We are getting used to the 
new service pattern with a variety of 
services in St Andrew's and around the 
parish and online services for those who 
are still restricted. It has also been good to 
see more normal wedding and baptismal 
services with all the friends and family 
members who want to attend these 
important milestones in place.   
 
The first major church festival since easing 
restrictions is our Harvest Festival Service 
which will be on Friday 1st October at 6.30 
pm and we hope to see as many of you as 
possible. We will have a Harvest Supper in 
the Village Hall following the Service 
although for this year it's been agreed that 
it will be a simpler supper with a hearty 
soup, rolls and dessert. As usual, fliers will 
be distributed around the village nearer the 
time.  As I'm sure you are aware, covid has 
had a very serious effect on church 
finances over the last 18 months with 
virtually no fundraising but no 
corresponding decrease in expenditure. 
Although Harvest Supper is very much a 
social event, any money that can be raised 
at the Supper will be very welcome.    
 
On Friday, September 24th at 7.30, St 
Andrew's is hosting an organ recital by 
John Dunford, a well-known organist from 
Wetherby,  to raise funds for Macmillan 
Cancer relief.  It is good to see the church 

being used for other events again.  Full 
details appear elsewhere in The Link.  
 
On the subject of music, it is great to be 
allowed to sing in church again, but we are 
indebted to the singers and musicians who 
have kept live music going in all our 
churches over the last 18 months. Details 
on joining the singing group is available 
elsewhere in The Link.   
 
An old bequest (unfortunately now 
lapsed!) states that “The bellringers of 
Aldbrough should be paid £10 [equivalent 
to about £1500 today] at Christmas 
provided they always ring a peal on 
Thursday evenings and likewise on 
Sundays before morning service”.  
However, we still practise on Thursdays 
and ring before morning services in 
Aldborough and Boroughbridge!  Anyone 
interested in joining or learning, just come 
along to any practice night or call Barry 
Osborne on 01423 323185. 
 
Another sign of returning normality in 
Aldborough is that St Andrew's is again 
open during the day for villagers to drop in 
for a moment of quiet and reflection or for 
visitors to investigate our lovely and 
inspiring church. As you can see from the 
visitors' book there have already been 
appreciative visitors from the local area 
and from further afield. Thanks to Katie 
Whyte for agreeing to open the church in 
the morning and lock up again in the 
evenings.     
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For FORA, the main event in September is 
the Cambridge dig which is taking place 
from 28th August to 24th September 
although the first and last few days involve 
removing and replacing the turf.  The 
archaeologists are returning to dig in the 
North of the village where they worked in 
May 2019 and uncovered an industrial 
area with a blacksmith's workshop.  They 
were unable to completely excavate the 
area in the time available and they hope to 
solidify their results (and uncover further 
exciting finds) this September. Local 
schoolchildren are already booked in to 
visit the site and there will also be an 
opportunity for villagers and others to visit 
the dig site and see what is happening.  
Finally, on Wednesday 22nd September at 
7.00 in St Andrew's, Professor Millett and 
Dr Ferraby will present their latest findings 
from “Digging Deeper at Isurium 
Brigantum”. As always, there is free entry 
to all Aldborough residents  
 

Irene McCandlish 
 

 
A message from Rev Karen and 

St Andrew's Church Council 
 

Dear Aldborough friends,  
 

I am writing to you, with the Church 
Council, to thank you for your support of 
St Andrew's; in particular, anything you 
have been doing practically over the past 
year or so. St Andrew’s has borne 
significant responsibility for our live 
worship in the Parish, and this has been 
very much appreciated. For those of you 
for whom it has been important to stay at 

home during these months, we thank you 
for the support you have offered from 
there, including your financial support 
and your prayers. 
 

As we hope to be moving out of 
restrictions, or at least moving into a new 
pattern, we are trying to work out a 
sustainable way forward. You may be 
aware that Frances, after many years of 
loyal service to the Church, has retired as 
verger. The practical work that Frances 
and Aidan have been engaged in has 
been immense, and we are very grateful. 
Now the time has come to share out some 
of those duties to enable more people to 
be involved with the practical running of 
the Church so that no-one gets over-
burdened and so that more people can 
feel at the heart of Church life.  
 

It is particularly important for us to put 
together some rotas for supporting our 
occasional offices – that is, for baptisms, 
weddings and funerals. Baptisms usually 
take place on a Sunday afternoon if not in 
the main services, weddings are usually on 
Saturdays, and funerals are usually 
midweek. The primary role is that of 
welcomer, and ensuring that the Church is 
ready for the event and tidied up 
afterwards – don’t worry, we’ll train you up 
and give you all the information you need! 
The time commitment per event is 
probably around an hour and a half.  
We would also love to hear if you would 
be willing to be involved in the Church in 
other ways: by reading a lesson, helping 
to clean, welcoming people to Church on 
Sundays, giving lifts, leading the singing, 
recording and editing services – or 
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something we haven’t thought of yet! Do 
be in touch!  
 

We are not asking for copious amounts of 
your time, but we are asking you to 
seriously consider agreeing to being on a 
rota, and being prepared to being the 
welcoming face of the Church at some of 
these special services in people’s lives a 
few times each year. We can promise you 
it is very fulfilling and there is a small 
remuneration available for those who help 
at baptisms, weddings and funerals. The 
Church is not just the Vicar, or the 
Churchwardens or even the Church 

Council – it is all of us, working together, 
that show our community the love of God.   
 

Thank you very much for reading this 
message, we look forwards to hearing 
from you soon. If you would be willing to 
join the rota, or would like to discuss what 
is involved a little further please contact 
Liz Vose -  lizvose @hotmail.co.uk or 
telephone 01423 203503.  
 

Warmest wishes 
Rev Karen 

& Aldborough Church Council
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Singing Groups 
 

 
Thank you to everyone who has helped 
to provide music during Lockdown. 
 
Restrictions have now been lifted and the 
whole congregation can sing – and help 
to make music! 
 
We would like to continue with a group of 
volunteer singers - helping to lead the 
singing by sitting in the choir stalls.  
Anybody is welcome to join this group, 
especially for Songs of Praise Services. 
If you would like to be a ‘singer’ please 
let me know by sending an e-mail to 
pcs3new @btinternet.com  Karen will let 
me know when she needs singers and I 
will contact you to see if you are free to 
join the group. There are no rehearsals!! 
 
Karen is particularly keen to have some 
‘special’ singing at United Services.  This 
would be an anthem or other piece of 
music sung in parts – by the ‘United 
Singers’. This group would be made up of 
singers who can sing in parts, and are 
able to read music. We might have one 
rehearsal a month. Please get in touch if 
you are interested. 
 
Looking forward to hearing from you and 
making music with you. 

Jane 

 
 



When I Have a Little Time 
 
When I have a little time 
I like to sit and write a rhyme 
Nothing that I’ve heard or read 
Just what comes into my head 
 
As I enjoy this sunny day 
Life is great I have to say 
So now I’ve gently sown the seed 
It’s time for you to have a read 
 
The Parish Link is very clever 
Bringing five parishes together 
So when a rhyme I have to find 
Local events and people come to mind 
 

Completed July 2021 
Phyllis Steel 
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Nick’s Walk – The End 
 

The end of July  saw me on the Thames 
Path, an easy stride by comparison with 
some of the walks in Yorkshire  -  but I did 
find there were a couple of 100 foot climbs 
near Pangbourne. Somehow I was spared 
the heavy rain storms  which hit the south 
east  while I was walking along the river 
and hit 905 miles at Tower Bridge. 
 

 
 

It has been a privilege and pleasure to 
walk for  the Multiple Systems Atrophy 
Trust – a disease which  destroys  balance  
and the ability to walk early in its onset.  
The 900 mile target presented  an 
unnerving challenge at the beginning, but 

the walking settled into a  good rhythm 
after the first couple of hundred miles. 
 

I still have  a hankering to walk some of 
the route to Santiago de Compostela, but  
not this year and probably not in a 12 
week block. 
 

My thanks  for  your messages and 
donations; although I did many miles solo 
I never  felt  I was walking alone.  The 
support provided a great incentive to keep 
going on at the end of the  days  when 
heat, rain, or tiredness  were taking a toll. 
 

The last few photos are on the blog pages: 
nickkirkwood490634178.wordpress.com 
 
 

 



A recital of popular organ music by John Dunford 

St Andrew’s Church, Aldborough 

Friday, September 24, 2021 at 7.30pm 
 

Do come and join us for wonderful evening of organ music  
to raise money for MacMillan Cancer Care. 

 

John is well known local 
musician. His career as a 
professional organist has 
seen him involved in 
performances at some 22 
cathedrals in England, 
including York Minster, and 
on the continent.  John 
conducts Ripon and 
Wetherby Choral Societies 
and been involved in the 
Come and Sing Messiah 
performances in 
Aldborough. 
 

 

Due to Covid restrictions we 
will be taking donations on the 

night rather than selling 
tickets.  If you would like to 
make a donation but can’t 

come to the concert, please go 
to macmillan.org.uk/donate  

 

For more information please contact: 
Jane Barber on pcs3new @btinternet.com or ring 01423 325 808  
or David Bellwood on david @musicbyarrangement.uk  or ring  01423 324 276 
 

https://www.macmillan.org.uk/donate
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Cancer+charity+donation+-+Make+a+donation+now+-+Macmillan+Cancer+Support&cvid=5578b1c59bba4d0fb80cd84031e6be85&aqs=edge..69i57j69i60l2.2134j0j1&FORM=ANSPA1&PC=U531
https://www.bing.com/search?q=Cancer+charity+donation+-+Make+a+donation+now+-+Macmillan+Cancer+Support&cvid=5578b1c59bba4d0fb80cd84031e6be85&aqs=edge..69i57j69i60l2.2134j0j1&FORM=ANSPA1&PC=U531


Generosity Week 

 

Generosity Week is coming to the Diocese 
of Leeds this autumn, helping us all to 
celebrate the generous love of God. 
  
During Diocesan Generosity Week, 
running from September 26 through to 
October 3, churches are invited to hold 
services, run group sessions, broadcast 
podcasts, and distribute readings on the 
theme of generosity to their communities. 
 
Generosity can be shown through 
everyday acts of kindness that make a 
huge difference to peoples’ lives.  
 
To encourage these acts of generosity the 
diocese is also running the Generosity 
Week Challenge, which will include daily 
podcasts, reflections and activities. 
 
Generosity Week resources available 
from the diocese and national church 
include worship materials for two Sundays 
at the beginning and end of Generosity 
Week, guidance showing how to engage 
the wider community with 
 
Generosity Week, activities to help 
churches discover and share its generous 

stories, a social media and marketing 
toolkit to help promote Generosity Week 
and tools to help youth groups consider 
what it means to be generous. 
 
Becky Nicholson, Lead Stewardship 
Officer, said: “Generosity is a spiritual gift 
and as Christians we learn about how to 
grow this gift as faithful disciples of God.  
 
“Generosity week is a perfect time to do 
just that; church leaders are able to pick 
from a wide range of different resources 
and activities which aim to help 
parishioners and the wider community 
reflect on what it is to be generous and 
share God’s gifts with one another.”  
 
Please visit leeds.anglican.org to find out 
more, look at resources and sign up to 
take part in Diocesan Generosity Week. 

 

 



St James’ Boroughbridge  
 

July 100 club draw results         
 

1st prize  £25  Mr L Christensen (10) 
2nd prize £10  Mrs P Wyatt (8) 
3rd prize  £5    Mrs E Severs (68) 

 

 
August 100 club draw results         
 

1st prize  £25   Mrs AC Albats (58) 
2nd prize £10 Rev K Gardiner (38) 
3rd prize  £5   Mrs P Wyatt (8) 
 

Entering our monthly 100 club draw costs 
just £12 per year, for more details or to 
sign up, please contact Neil Lister on 
01423 579967. 
 

______________________________________ 

 

 
St James’ Harvest 
festival and lunch is 
to be held on Sunday 
10th October, the 
service starts at 
10am followed by a 
soup and sweet 

lunch; we look forward to welcoming 
you all and our friends from the 
Methodist church. Donations of soups 
and sweets would be gratefully 
accepted. 
 

______________________________________ 

 

 
 

 
After a long absence we are looking 
forward to once again hosting the 
Mothers’ Union. A service of 
Thanksgiving and Rededication to be 
held on Thursday 16th Sept at 2pm, all 
details on page 19. 
 

______________________________________ 

 
 

A fun time was had by all at the ‘Seaside’ 
Messy Church at St James Church on the 
15th August. It was lovely to see  babies 
and children from all over the parish; 
Minskip, Boroughbridge, Dunsforth and 
Roecliffe. 
 

 
 

Everyone had lots of fun making shell 
pets, creating a seaside wall display, icing 
seaside biscuits and eating them! There 
was water play outside, making paper 
boats and not forgetting painting stones 
and fishy pictures; everyone had a whale 
of a time . 
 

Then Rev Karen told the children the story 
of the wise man and the foolish man, and 
we all sang a very action-packed loud 
"The wise man built his house upon the 
rock." 
 

The afternoon was finished off with a very 
delicious party tea, with no sand in the 
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sandwiches. Thank you everyone, it was 
wonderful.  
 

 
 

Next Messy Church is on Sunday 19th 
September at 4pm and has the theme "I 
am the Vine and You are the Branches" 
and is based around planting, growing 
and being together. I hear a rumour that 
the tea might involve some of Rev Karen's 
apple crumble, but of course this  
gossip cannot be confirmed. 
 

What is Messy Church? 
Messy Church is a kind of Church 
experience that focuses on creativity, 
celebration and hospitality! Anyone is 
welcome to attend. Most of the activities 
are aimed at children and young people 0-
13 but we always make sure there is 
something for older young people and 
adults too. Creativity is for everyone! 
 

Do I have to book? 
No – just turn up! We’d love to see you. If 
you enjoy yourselves – tell your friends! 
Messy Church is free to attend! There is a 
pot for donations for people to contribute 

what they are able, so we can continue to 
resource Messy Church and make it free 
for those who might otherwise struggle to 
attend. 
 

What if one of us has 
special needs? 
We aim to be as inclusive as possible and 
welcome neurodiverse people and any 
with physical or learning disabilities. We 
have a ramp & accessible toilet. We are a 
nut free Church and label food so you 
know it is safe to eat. If you have any 
concerns, do get in touch and we’ll talk 
things through with you. 
 

Any Other questions? 
Do contact us with any questions through 
Facebook @boroughbridgechurches or 
contact Rev Karen direct (see page 2). 
 

 



 
 

  


