
Today our readings show us pictures of simple domesticity. Our epistle talks 

about how we should be like babies – seeking nourishment that is good for us, 

being confident of God’s love and assured that he has called us and redeemed 

us. This letter from Peter tells us that once we were not a people – on other 

words “once we were not a community” – but now we are a community – a 

family – called to belong to God, called to be his forever, called to find our 

home in him. 

And in our Gospel reading Thomas asks that question that we have all surely 

felt at some point in our lives, “we don’t know where you are going – how can 

we follow you?” And Jesus responds by promising him a home - “I go to 

prepare a place for you, in my Father’s house there are many rooms”.  

The over-riding message of both these passages then, is the promise that there 

is a place for us. 

One of the things about spending such a lot of time in our homes at the 

moment, is that many of us, I think, despite the difficulties, are feeling very 

grateful for what we have. Our homes have become our sanctuary and we are 

acutely aware that they are a privilege – especially when we think about the 

complications that come from being homeless at a time like this. Indeed, 

around the world, so many people are having to navigate this virus and all the 

other things that threaten them without the security of a home or a 

community to call their own. I must remind you that this week is Christian Aid 

week, and urge you to give if you have not already done so. Like most charities, 

their income is falling at the moment, and they do such vital work amongst the 

most vulnerable and disposed people of our world. Alongside the thankfulness 

we feel for our homes, the community we belong to, and the people who care 

for us, let’s not forget to reach out to those in need. 

This morning’s readings also remind us that God promises that there is a place 

for our vocation. In other words – none of us are ever useless, and each of us 

has a vital part to play. I think this needs emphasising at the moment because 

there is going to be the temptation for politicians and the media, and indeed 

all of us, to divide society up into those who are perceived to be essential and 

those who seem less important. There are sensible reasons for making certain 

distinctions at these strange times – it is necessary, perhaps, to treat key 

workers differently, to treat those with health conditions or who are older 

differently, but it is of course  essential that never associate these distinctions 

with worth, value or even usefulness. Each of has a calling, and each of us has a 



place which is vital to God’s plans. Peter talks in this letter about a “Royal 

Priesthood” – this is the idea that all God’s people are called, in some sense, to 

be Priests. So whether you are a doctor on the front line, or praying quietly 

alone at home, or busy with the children, or just trying to navigate your way 

through the changes, you are doing God’s work. You are not useless. You are a 

vital part of his family. You are called to work out what following him looks like 

for this time and in this place. God promises that there is a place for your 

vocation, whatever that might look like, right now. 

Thirdly, for those of us who are missing our Church buildings very much, this 

reading is a reminder to us that we are part of God’s family even when we 

can’t get into the physical place that we usually worship. I think worshipping in 

our homes and our gardens is helping us to understand that in new ways. 

Perhaps our new perspective will alter how we “do” Church once the doors are 

open again. We have certainly been given a life lesson on how it feels for those 

of our members who have been largely housebound since before this crisis 

began, and we must make sure that we learn lessons about inclusion and 

mutual support. 

 

Finally, of course, these readings remind us that there is a place for us in 

heaven. At this time especially, we need to be reminded again and again that 

death is not the end – indeed our faith tells us that death is not what it appears 

to be at all. In our final hymn we will sing about the “death of death”. This is 

Jesus’ promise – that in him, death is destroyed and a new home is revealed. 

At a time of fear, this remains our certain hope. We need not, like Thomas, 

doubt the way ahead, because Jesus has shown us the way by the life he led. In 

prayer and in love of God and our neighbour, we will find our meaning and our 

true home. 

Amen 

 


